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Development – Any positive change in life of a person/society 

The development promises a real growth by enhancing the income 

and standard of living. 

Difference between growth and development - Growth is 

quantitative approach where as development is qualitative and 

quantitative approach, Growth is a narrow concept where as 

development is broader concept. 

 

 

Two aspects of development- 

1) Different people have different developmental goals eg-rural 

farmer would expect proper help from government or unemployed 

youth would have a developmental goal of getting a job. 

2) Developmental goal for one may be conflicting or destructive for 

others eg-construction of dams may be developmental for 

industrialist but for local people it may be destructive as it will 

displace their houses. 

 

 

Notions or ideas of National Development is different for different 

people So developmental goal is not constant but a changing 

phenomenon eg-for some national development is when there is 

better infrastructure and technology but for some national 

development will be when there is provision of health care or 

eradication of poverty. 



Material things are important in our lives like money, furniture 

house etc. But there are some non materialistic that are more 

important in life respect, safe environment, freedom, equality etc. 

Money can be used to buy/sell or measure material things but we 

can’t ignore the importance of non materialistic thing which 

cannot be measured. 

 

People look at Mix developmental goals which include material 

and non- materialistic things. 

 

 

There is difference between individual and national development. 

Individual development is measured by income and non 

materialistic things. National development is measured by per 

capita income literacy rate and net attendance rate. 

 

 

Some important  ideas of development are- 

Development refers to the all-round improvement of a person life 

like money, society, environment, culture etc. 

Income and other factors- though income is important but it is not 

the sole indicator of development. The progress of our life depends 

upon a number of qualitative factors like security, respect, equal 

treatment etc  

 

 

How to compare different countries or states- 

For comparing countries their income is considered to be one of 

the most important attributes. But Calculating total income is not 

correct as the population differs from country to country. So we 

compare the average income of the country divided by its total 

population. The average income is also called per capita income. 

 



 

The world bank uses the per capita income as a criterion to classify 

countries or states. It is easy method to compare between 

developed and underdeveloped country. As per the reports of 

World bank in 2013, countries with income US$12736 will be 

considered rich countries, countries with income US$ 1570 are 

middle income countries, Countries with income of US$ 1045 are 

known as the low-income countries. 

 

 

The limitations of using average income as criteria to classify 

countries are as follows- 

1) It does not indicate the distribution of income among people. 

2) It does not meet the qualitative aspects of development like the 

health status and education. 

3) The average cannot tell us the real income of person. 

Eg- let us assume only five members of two countries A & B and 

their income range is 9500, 10500, 9800, 10000, and 10200 their 

average is 10000, similarly the distribution of income in country B 

is in the range 500, 500, 500,500, and 48000 their average is also 

10000 form the above eg it can be said that country A is more 

prosperous than B. It is because the distribution of income of 

country B is extremely unequal. 

  

 

Human Development Report (HDR) published by UNDP (United 

Nation Development Program) compares the overall development 

of a nation or state using three qualitative factors like better health 

care, improved education and per capita income. The HDI rank of 

India is 126 

 

 



Objectives of Social development- It means the development of 

society without any injustice, deprivation and discrimination, there 

are few objectives- 

1) Economic equality-the government works to bring improvement 

in economic condition. 

2) Social justice- the weaker section of the society should get equal 

justice in every sphere of life 

3) Health and Education- The unprivileged section of the society 

should get proper education.  

4) Cultural equality- There should no discrimination based on the 

cultural factors like race, caste, religion gender. 

 

 

Public Facilities- Government is providing some facilities to citizens. 

For instance countries with greater per capita income or 

purchasing power parity would not be considered rich unless they 

have a better public distribution system like ensuring the health 

and nutritional status of the citizens. 

The HDI (Human Development Index) is the best way to measure 

the economic development of the country or a state. Many 

components have been added to the development report 

 

 

BMI-(Body Mass Index) tells us that a person is undernourished or 

not but it is not applicable for growing children. BMI can be 

calculated by taking the weight of a person (kg) and height (mts). 

Then divide the weight by square of the height of a person. If the 

result is less than 18.5 then the person is under nourished and if 

more than 25 then the person is overweight. 

 

 

Sustainable development can be defined as development without 

harming the environment and also keeping for the future 



generation. For eg- Though ground water is a renewable resource 

but its overuse has caused decline of water level another eg is 

crude oil which is a nonrenewable resource which we have in 

limited stock 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


