
   Class Notes 

Class: IX 
 

Topic: The Bond of Love 

Subject: ENGLISH 
 

TEXTUAL QUESTIONS 

Question 1. 
Given in the box are some headings. Find the relevant paragraphs in the text to match the headings. 

An Orphaned Cub; Bruno’s Food-chart; An Accidental Case of Poisoning; Playful Baba; Pain of 
Separation; Joy of Reunion; A Request to the Zoo; An Island in the Courtyard. 
Answer: 

 

II. Answer the following questions. 

Question 1. 
“I got him for her by accident.” 

1. Who says this? 
2. Who do ‘him’ and ‘her’ refer to? 
3. What is the incident referred to here? 

Answer: 

1. The author says this. 
2. ‘Him’ refers to the baby bear and ‘her’ refers to the author’s wife. 
3. The incident refers to the catching of the baby bear. 

Question 2. 
“He stood on his head in delight.” 

1. Who does ‘he’ refer to? 
2. Why was he delighted? 

Answer: 



1. ‘He’ refers to the baby bear. 
2. ‘He’ was delighted to see the author’s wife after a long time. 

Question 3. 
“We all missed him greatly: but in a sense we were relieved.” 

1. Who does ‘we all’ stand for? 
2. Who did they miss? 
3. Why did they nevertheless feel relieved? 

Answer: 

1. The author, his wife and son. 
2. They missed the baby bear. 
3. They felt relieved because it was getting difficult to keep the baby bear at home. 

III. Answer the following questions in 30 to 40 words each. 

Question 1. 
On two occasions Bruno ate/drank something that should not be eaten/ drunk. What happened 
to him on these occasions? 
Answer: 
Bruno ate Barium Carbonate which was put to kill the rats and mice. Paralysis set in to the extent that 
he could not stand on his feet. Once he drank one gallon of old engine oil. But it had no ill effects 
whatever. 

Question 2. 
Was Bruno a loving and playful pet? Why, then, did he have to be sent away? 
Answer: 
Yes, Bruno was a loving and playful pet. But he was mischievous also. The bear became very 
attached to the narrator’s two Alsatian dogs and the children of the tenants. Bruno had grown many 
times the size he was when he came. Now her name was changed to Baba. Now he was getting too 
big to be kept at home. So he was sent to a zoo. 

Question 3. 
How was the problem of what to do with Bruno finally solved? 
Answer: 
Bruno was not feeling happy after getting separated from the narrator’s family. He was getting weak 
everyday. The narrator’s wife went to Mysore to meet Bruno. Bruno. After seeing his pitiful condition 
she decided to get Bruno back home. The narrator and his wife made special arrangement for Bumo 
and created all facility for him. At last Bruno was got back home in a small cage. 

Thinking about language 
I. 
Question 1. 
Find these words in the lesson. 
They all have ie or ei in them. 

 
Answer: 



Field; ingredients; height; mischievous; friends; eighty-seven; relieved; piece. 

Question 2. 
Now here are some more words. Complete them with ei or ie. Consult a dictionary if necessary. 

 
(There is a popular rule of spelling: ‘i’ before ‘e’ except after ‘c’. Check if this rule is true by looking at 
the words above.) 
Answer: 
believe; receive; weird; leisure; seize; weight; reign; feign; grief; pierce This rule is applicable only in 
the case of ‘believe’ ‘grief’ and ‘pierce’ words. The other words have ei instead of ie. 

Question 3. 
Here are some words with silent letters. Learn their spelling. Your teacher will dictate these words to 
you. Write them down and underline the silent letters. 

 
Answer: 
For self-attempt at class level. 
The silent letters are underline as under: 

 

III. How to look at an Index 

An index is a list of names or topics that are to be found in a book. It is a list arranged in alphabetical 
order at the end of a book. The following paragraph shows that the doctor is consulting the index of a 
medical book to find out which injection is appropriate for Bruno. 

“Out came his medical books, and a feverish reference to index began: What poison did you say, sir 
?” “Barium carbonate”, “Ah yes—B—Ba— Barium Salts—Ah ! Barium carbonate! Symptoms—
paralysis—treatment— injections of… Just a minute, sir. I’ll bring my syringe and the medicine.” 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS (EXTRA QUESTIONS) 

 1. How did the narrator get the baby sloth bear? 
Ans:-The author got the baby sloth bear in a freak accident. It was found moving on the body of his 
mother who was wantonly shot dead by one of his companions. It was in great shock and tried to flee 
but the narrator managed to capture it and brought it home. 
 
2.How was Bruno cured of paralysis? 
Ans:-Bruno had mistakenly consumed poison and had got paralysed. He was taken to the veterinary 
doctor who consulted his book and injected 10 c.c. of the antidote into him. The first dose had no 
effect. Then another dose was injected which cured Bruno absolutely. After ten minutes of the dose, 
his breathing became normal and he could move his arms and legs. 
 



3.What kind of tricks did Bruno, the pet bear, do? 
Ans:-Bruno was mischievous and played a lot of tricks. When he was called to wrestle, he would 
vigorously tackle anyone who came forward. When asked in hold the gun, he pointed a stick at the 
members around. On being asked where the baby was he brought out a stump of wood and cradled it 
as if it were a baby. 
 
 4.How did Baba reach back home? 
Ans:- At the request of the narrator’s wife, the Superintendent of the zoo agreed to permit her to have 
Baba back home. He wrote a letter to the curator and asked him to lend a cage so that the bear could 
be brought home safely. The cage was carefully put on the top of the car and Baba travelled back to 
his home in Bangalore. 
 

EXTRACT BASED MCQs 

Read the below given paragraph and select the correct option based on the lesson. 

“Oh please, sir,” she asked the curator, “may I have my Baba back”? Hesitantly, he answered, 
“Madam, he belongs to the zoo and is Government property now. I cannot give away Government 
property. But if my boss, the superintendent at Bangalore agrees, certainly you may have him back.” 

1. The author found Bruno near 
 (A) Nainital                                                                                   (B) Kolkata 
  (C) Darjeeling                                                                              (D) Mysore 
 
Ans. (D) Mysore 
 
2. What did Bruno eat one day? 
(A) barium carbonate                                                                   (B) potassium 
 (C) thorium                                                                                    (D) phosphate 
 
 Ans. (A) barium carbonate 
 
3. What new name did the author’s wife give to Bruno? 
(A) Dada                                                                                        (B) Baba 
(C) Bhaiya                                                                                      (D) Ladla 
 
 Ans. (B) Baba 
 
4.What was the author’s wife reaction when Baba was sent to the zoo? 
 (A) she would not eat anything                                           (B) she was inconsolable 
 (C) she wept and fretted                                                        (D) all of the above   
 
 Ans. (D) all of the above 
 
5. What did the author’s wife request the curator? 
 (A) to give her back her Baba                                               (B) to put Baba in a bigger cage 
  (C) to take care of Baba properly                                       (D) to give Baba rich food 
 
Ans. (A) to give her back her Baba 
 
Long Answer Question  (Extra Questions) 
 
Q.1. Can the company of an animal give undiluted pleasure to a human being? Give some 



 

Content  prepared at home by KPT. 

 

examples from the story. 
Ans. Yes, it can give pure pleasure to a human being. The bond of love between man and animal is 
better than between man and man. Human beings are selfish and their love is seldom pure and 
selfless. We often do not respond to love given to us. On the other hand, an animal’s love is pure. 
Like human beings, animals too need love and respond to that love. In this story, the author’s wife 
loves a pet bear. He too responds to that love. She plays with him, fondles and loves him. When the 
bear is sent to the zoo, she becomes inconsolable. On the other hand, the bear also does not like his 
separation from her.H e refuses to take food in the zoo. When she goes to meet him at the zoo, he 
shouts with pleasure, In the end, she brings him back from the zoo. Thus she finds that the company 
of an animal gives undiluted pleasure to a human being. 
 

Q.2. How do the narrator’s wife and her pet Bruno reciprocate their love for each other? 
Ans:-The story “The Bond of Love” by Kenneth Anderson beautifully reveals that the bond of love is 
mutual, selfless, pure, and sacred. It has the strength to survive every challenge and crisis. 
The bond of love between the narrator’s wife and her pet sloth bear Bruno is so strong that it is not 
affected even by the fact that the two of them belong to different species – one is a human being 
while the other is an animal. 
 
The narrator’s wife showers loads of love and affection on the bear and treats him just like a member 
of the family. She initially names him Bruno but soon starts calling him Baba, a name expressing 
affection. She feeds him properly and allows him to roam about in the house and even sleep in their 
bed. Such innocent and selfless love is reciprocated with equally deep love by the sloth bear. 
 
When the bear is sent to the zoo, leading to their separation, both begin to fret and stop eating 
properly. Both grow weak and thin. On meeting after a gap of three months, the bear at once 
recognizes her from a distance. They both express their delight and she feeds him for all the three 
hours that she is with him. The moment of separation is painful for both of them and they both cry 
bitterly. Ultimately the zoo authorities agree to send Baba back. 
They both enjoy a happy time together as the grown-up Baba sits in her lap and she spends ample 
time with him on his island home. This bond of mutual affection proves that love begets love. 
 
Q.3. Animals also feel the pleasure of love and pains of separation. Company of an animal 
gives undiluted pleasure to a human being. But what about the animals’ rights? Should we 
domesticate the animals for our pleasure at the cost of their natural liberty? Elaborate. 
Answer: 
Animals also feel the pleasure of love and pain of separation. The bond of love between author’s wife 
and Bruno proves it. There is no doubt that the company of animals gives undiluted pleasure to a 
human being. The bond between a human and an animal is selfless. But domestication of certain 
animals is a selfish act on the part of human beings. 

Putting birds in cages or deer in confined area is a cruelty to them. Domestication of cows, horses 
and other domestic animals makes sense but domestication, of animals of the free world of forests is 
an encroachment upon their rights. We have no right to curtail their liberty. We should not 
domesticate animals for our pleasure at the cost of their natural liberty. 


