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Question 1. 
Some people argue that inequality is natural while others maintain that it is equality which is natural and the 
inequalities which we notice around us are created by the society. Which view do you support? Give reasons. 
Answer: 
Natural inequalities: 
 

 These inequalities emerge due to differences in personal traits either physical, or mental or emotional. 
 These inequalities are the result of different characteristics and abilities of inborn qualities of a man. 
 These natural differences cannot be changed also. 

Social inequalities: 
 

 Socially produced inequalities are emerged as a result of inequal opportunities, i.e. family background, 
educational factors, etc. 

 Social differences reflect the values of society, which may appear to be unjust. 
Conclusion: 
The discrimination based on gender, colour, race, etc. have been made by society rather than based on inborn 
characteristics. 
Some natural differences have become alterable also, i.e. progress in medical sciences and technology has 
helped to several disabled persons to work more efficiently. 
Certain inequalities have been existing for centuries seem justified, and based on natural inequalities, i.e. 
women are considered weaker than man in every aspect, hence to deny them equal rights is considered the 
justifiable. 
Question 2. 
Match the following concepts with appropriate instances: 
 
a) Affirmative action: Banks offer higher rate of interest to senior citizen. 
Appropriate instances 
 
(b) Equality of opportunity: Every child should get free education. 
(c) Equal Rights: Every adult citizen has a right to vote. 
 
Question 5. 
Which of the following violates the principles of equality? And why? 
(a) Every child in the class will read the text of the play by turn. 
(b) The Government of Canada encouraged white Europeans to migrate to Canada from the end of 
the Second World War till 1960. 
(c) There is a separate railway reservation counter for the senior citizens. 
(d) Access to some forest areas is reserved for certain tribal communities. 
Answer: 
 

a. This does not violate the principle of equality because every child is asked to perform the 
same activity without any discrimination. 

b. This violates the principle of equality due to discrimination on the basis of colour. 
c. It is not violating the principle of equality because senior citizens should be honoured and 

every individual one day can enjoy the same privileges. 
d. This violates the principle of equality because all tribal people should be treated equally, no 

one should be discriminated by reserving forest areas for some only. 
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Here are some arguments in favour of the right to vote for women. Which of these are consistent with 
the idea of equality? Give reasons. 
(a) Women are our mothers. We shall not disrespect our mothers by denying them the right to vote. 
(b) Decisions of the government affect women as well as men, therefore, they also should have a say 
in choosing the rulers. 
(c) Not granting women the right to vote will cause disharmony in the family. 
(d) Women constitute half of humanity. You cannot subjugate them for long time by denying them the 
right to vote. 
Answer: 
The statement 
(a) and 
(d) both are consistent with the idea of equality because: 
 
Decisions of government affects every individual either men or women equally. 
Women should not be discriminated on the basis of gender. 
Equality and freedom are the two vital principles in a society, hence women cannot be denied the 
right to vote. 
 
Feminism is a political doctrine of equal rights for women and men. 
Feminists are those men and women who believe that many of the inequalities we see in society between 
men and women are neither natural nor necessary and can be altered so that both women and men can lead 
free and equal lives. 
Feminists say PATRIARCHY is the reason for inequality. 
Patriarchy is based on the assumption that men and women are different by nature and that this 
difference justifies their unequal positions in society 
Feminists show us that much of the inequality between men and women is produced by society and not by 
nature. 
MARXISM 

 
LIBERALISM 

 Liberals uphold the principle of competition as the most efficient and fair way of distributing 
resources and rewards in society.  

 They believe that while states may have to intervene to try and ensure a minimum standard 
of living and equal opportunities for all. 

 This cannot by itself bring equality and justice to society 
 Competition between people in free and fair conditions is the most just and efficient way of 

distributing rewards in a society 
SOCIALISM  
In India the eminent socialist thinker Rammanohar Lohia, identified five kinds of inequalities that need to 
be fought against simultaneously:  

 inequality between man and woman, 
 inequality based on skin colour,  
 caste-based inequality, 
 colonial rule of some countries over others,  



 economic inequality  
 revolution for civil liberties  
 revolution for non-violence, 

Lohia argued that each of these inequalities had independent roots and had to be fought separately. 
These were the seven revolutions or Sapta Kranti which for Lohia was the ideal of socialism. 
Explain three dimensions of equality. 
Ans. POLITICAL EQUALITY: 

 granting equal citizenship to all the members of the state 
 basic rights such as the right to vote, freedom of expression, movement and association and freedom of 

belief. 
 enable citizens to develop themselves and participate in the affairs of the state. 

SOCIAL EQUALITY: 
 Political equality needs to be supplemented by equality of opportunities. 
 people belonging to different groups and communities also have a fair and equal chance to compete for 

those goods and opportunities. 
 it is necessary to guarantee certain minimum conditions of life to all the members of the society. 
 The state has a significant role  to prevent discrimination . 

ECONOMIC EQUALITY 
 economic inequality exists in a society if there are significant differences in wealth, property or 

income between individuals or classes. 
 With equal opportunities, there is the possibility of improving one’s position in society with 

sufficient effort 
It means wealth should be enjoyed equally by all. It means abolition of poverty. Political equality is 
meaningless without economic equality. 
Q How do we promote equality? 
 Establishing Formal Equality 

 The first step towards bringing about equality is, of course, ending the formal system of inequality and 
privileges.  

 Attainment of equality requires that all such restrictions or privileges should be brought to an end. 
 equality requires that the government and the law of the land should stop protecting these systems 

of inequality.  
 The Constitution prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth. 
 Our Constitution also abolishes the practice of untouchability.  

DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT 
 it is necessary to treat people differently in order to ensure that they can enjoy equal rights. 
 Certain differences between people may have to be taken into account for this purpose. 
 For instance, disabled people may justifiably demand special ramps in public spaces so that they get 

an equal chance to enter public 

 
SHORT ANSWERS 

Question 1. 
What is equality? 
Answer: Equality refers to avail equal opportunities to one and all without any discrimination on any 
ground and everybody is equal before law. 

Question 2. 
Mention the attitude of colonial masters about black people during twentieth century. 
Answer: 



The colonial masters followed the policy of apartheid, i.e. discrimination on the ground of colour of 
people. Black coloured people were considered to be of less intelligence, childlike or to be good at 
manual work only. 

Question 3. 
Mention the attitude towards woman in orthodox India before independence. 
Answer: Women were considered the weaker sex than men, hence it has justified to deny her 
equality of rights. 

Question 4. 
What is ‘Feminism’? 
Answer: 
A political doctrine of equal rights for men and women. 

Question 5. 
What is political equality? 
Answer: 

 Every citizen should enjoy equal political rights without any discrimination. 
 It is based on one person, one vote, one value. 
 Every citizen can contest elections also. 

Question 6. 
What is slave trade? 
Answer: 
Slave trade began when Africans were enslaved by the individual traders and transported to work in 
American plantations of sugar, rice, coffee, cotton and tobacco-during 15-16th centuries. Gradually, 
slaves began to be sold and purchased and treated in an inhuman manner. 

Question 7. 
“Natural needs no longer can be seen as unalterable”. Justify the statement. 
Answer: 
Yes, natural needs no longer can be seen as unalterable because: 

 Advancement in medical science has made disabled persons to be efficient to work effectively. 
 Computers even assist to blind persons. 
 A person’s look can also be changed with cosmetic surgery. 

Question 8 
Mention different kinds of equality. 
Answer: Natural equality implies that all men are born free and equal, hence the state should 
promote social and economic opportunities to offer equality. 

Social equality makes all persons equally eligible to enjoy various opportunities. 

 Civil equality refers to discrimination among citizens of country and all persons enjoy some 
laws. 

 Political equality refers to enjoy political rights, i.e. to form political associations, contest 
elections, etc. 

 Economic equality refers to enjoy wealth equally in the society and abolish poverty. 

 


