
 

   Class Notes 

Class: XII 

 

Topic:  Indigo 

 

Subject: English Core  

 

Author: Louis Fischer 

 

Theme:                  Plight of Indian peasants in pre-independence era 

                  

Sub-theme-          Beginning of Civil Disobedience Movement  

Setting:                   Champaran (Bihar) 

                  

Main Characters:   Mahatma Gandhi, Rajkumar Shukla, Dr. Rajendra Prasad & lawyers 

 

About the author- 

Louis Fischer, the son of a fish peddler, was born in Philadelphia on 29 February 1896. After studying   

 at the Philadelphia School of Pedagogy from 1914 to 1916, he became a school teacher. 

He served as a volunteer in British army from 1918 to 1920. He also worked as a journalist  

in The New York Times, The Sunday Review, for European and Asian publications. He was  

also a faculty in Princeton University. He was conferred with National Book Award for History and  

Biography. He died on 15th January 1970. He was a Jewish American who was greatly  

influenced by Gandhiji’s use of non-violence and spiritualism as political tools. He observed 

Gandhiji’s work to fight the cause of the voiceless, downtrodden Indians reeled under the 

rule of the indifferent oppressive colonial British rule. ‘Indigo’ is one the many episodes 

of Gandhiji’s long political struggle. Fischer reported these tumultuous events for the 

American press.  

 

Points to remember- 

✓ Rajkumar Shukla- A poor sharecropper from Champaran tries to meet Gandhiji during 31st 
session of Congress and requested him to come Champaran. 

✓ Raj Kumar Shukla- an illiterate but resolute farmer followed Gandhiji to Lucknow, Cawnpore, 
Ahemdabad  

✓ Gandhi ji agreed to come to Champaran seeing the tenacity of Rajkumar Shukla. 

✓ Gandhiji reached Patna and Rajkumar Shukla took him to Dr. Rajendra Prasad. 

✓ Servants at Rajendra Prasad’s residence thought Gandhiji to be an untouchable. 

✓ Gandhiji was considered as an untouchable because of simple living style and wearing, due to the 
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company of Rajkumar Shukla. 

✓ Decided to go to Muzzafarpur first to get detailed information about Champaran sharecropper. 

✓ Sent telegram to J B Kriplani &stayed in Prof Malkani home- a government servant. 

✓ Indians afraid to show sympathy to the supporters of home rule. 

✓ The news of Gandhiji’s arrival spread- sharecroppers gathered in large number to meet their 
champion. 

✓ Gandhiji chided the Muzzafarpur lawyer for taking high fee. 
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✓ Champaran district was divided into estate owned by English people, Indians only tenant farmers. 

✓ Landlords compelled tenants to plant 15% of their land with indigo and surrender their entire 

harvest as rent. 

✓ In the same time, Germany had developed synthetic indigo –British landlords freed the Indian 

farmers from the 15% arrangement but asked them to pay compensation. 

✓ Many signed, some resisted engaged lawyers, and landlords hired thugs. 

✓ Gandhiji reached Champaran- visited the secretary of the British landlord association to get 

the facts but denied as he was an outsider. 

✓ Gandhiji went to the British Official Commissioner who asked him to leave Tirhut, Gandhiji 

disobeyed, went to Motihari the capital of Champaran where a vast multitude greeted him, 

continued his investigations. 

✓ Visited maltreated villagers, stopped by the police superintendent but disobeyed the order. 

✓ Motihari went black with peasants spontaneous demonstrations, Gandhiji was released without 

bail , Civil Disobedience triumphed. 

✓ Gandhiji agreed to 25% refund by the landowners, it symbolized the surrender of the prestige. 

✓ Gandhiji worked hard towards social economic reforms, elevated their distress aided by his wife, 

Mahadev Desai, Narhari Parikh. 



 

✓ Gandhiji taught a lesson of self-reliance by not seeking help of an English man Mr. Andrews. 

 

IMPORTANT EXPRESSIONS- 

✓ Urge the departure-    insisted to move out           

✓ Forthwith-      Immediately 

✓ Harbour a man like me- Provide shelter              

✓ Multitude-       Large number                                                                                     

✓ Conflict of duties – dilemma of responsibility      

✓ Chided-           Scolded, rebuked             

✓ Seek a prop –   find a help                                       

✓ Irksome-         Tiresome 

✓ Tenacity- determination                                     

✓ Arable-     cultivated  

✓ Advent-    arrival                                                       

✓ Hitherto-    So far           

Think and answer: 

❖ Why is Rajkumar Shukla described as being resolute? 

❖ Why do you think the servants thought Gandhi to be another peasant? 

❖ The events in this part of the text illustrate Gandhiji’s method of working. Can you identify some 
instances of this method and link them to his ideas of satyagraha and non-violence? 

❖ How did the episode change the plight of the peasants? 

❖ Why did Gandhi agree to a settlement of 25 percent refund to the farmers? 

 

Content prepared absolutely from home. 


