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 The actor struts his little hour, 

Between the limelight and the band; 

The public feel the actor's power, 

Yet nothing do they understand 

Of all the touches here and there 

That make or mar the actor's part, 

They never see, beneath the glare, 

The artist striving after art. 

 

To them it seems a labour slight 

Where nought of study intervenes; 

You see it in another light 

When once you've been behind the scenes. 

 

For though the actor at his best 

Is, like a poet, born not made, 

He still must study with a zest 

And practise hard to learn his trade. 

 

So, whether on the actor's form 

The stately robes of Hamlet sit, 

Or as Macbeth he rave and storm, 

Or plays burlesque to please the pit, 

 

'Tis each and all a work of art, 

That constant care and practice means -- 

The actor who creates a part 

Has done his work behind the scenes. 

 

1. What do you mean by ‘his little hour’? 

Ans: In this poem written by Andrew Barton Paterson, ‘his little hour’ refers to the final hour of preparation 

of the actor before going on stage to perform. 

 

2. What do the public feel ? What the public fail to understand? 

Ans: The public feel the actor’s power and the screen presence. They do not understand the struggle and hard 

work an actor does in order to give his performance flawlessly. 

 

3. What happens when we go behind the scenes? 



Ans: When we go behind the scenes, we see everything in another light. We see the reality of struggle 

and anxiety that the actor faces before his performance. 

 

4. What does an actor need to improvise his performance? 

Ans: An actor needs to study and practice hard to learn his profession and improvise his performance. 

He must review his performance and continuously practice to improve his work. 

 

5. Explain the fourth and the fifth stanza of the poem. 

 

Ans: In the fourth and the fifth stanza of the poem, the poet is trying to say that whether an actor plays the 

role of Shakespeare’s characters like Macbeth or Hamlet or a simple role in a burlesque, every role is a work 

of art. If an actor creates that role in the mind of the audience then he must have practiced hard behind the 

stage and his work will be applauded by thousands of people. 

 

C Think and Answer. 

The poem talks about two different scenarios-one where the audience has never been behind the scene and 

the other where the audience has been. Compare the two and share your views on which is better for the 

development of art. 

 

Ans: According to me for the development of an artist his art, the presence of audience is mandatory. Self 

assessment is equally essential for the development of an artist. The review of the audience helps the artist to 

improvise his performance. When the audience is watching  the artist perform on the stage, their remarks, 

whether good or bad, create an impression of the performance displayed by the actor. If the audience 

observe the actor behind the scenes, they may become less judgmental while watching the struggle; and their 

honest reviews may help the development of the artist and his art. 

You may either write the answer in your English notebook or take out a printout and stick it in your English 

notebook. 

 

 


