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Textual Questions and Answers 

Question 1: What was the source of unending joy for Valli? What was her strongest 

desire? 

Answer: The sight of the bus that travelled between her village and the nearest town, 

filled each time with a new set of passengers, was a source of unending joy for Valli. 

Her strongest desire was to take a ride on the bus. 

 

Question 2: What did Valli find out about the bus journey? How did she find these 

details? 

Answer : Valli found out that the bus journey to the town took 45 minutes and the 

one-way fare costed 30 paisa. She listened carefully to the conversations between her 

neighbours and people who regularly used the bus and asked a few discreet questions 

here and there. This way she picked up various small details about the bus journey. 

 

Question 3 : Why does the conductor call Valli ‘madam’? 

 

Answer : The conductor called Valli ‘madam’ because she behaved like a 
woman. She declined his help and was very quick in her answers to the 

conductor’s questions. This made the conductor call her madam. 
Question 4 : Why didn’t Valli want to make friends with the elderly woman ? 

Answer : Valli did not want to make friends with the elderly woman because she 

looked quite repulsive. She had big holes in her ear lobes, and was wearing ugly 

earrings. Apart from this, she was chewing betel and her mouth was also filled with 

betel juice. 

Question 5: How did Valli save money for her first journey? Was it easy for her? 

Answer : Valli had very painstakingly saved every stray coins that came her way by 

resisting every temptation to buy peppermints, toys, balloons, etc. It had been very 

difficult for her. Even at the village fair she resisted the temptation to be on the 

merry-go-round. Thus, she had been able to save sixty paise for her first bus journey. 

Question 6: Why didn’t Valli want to go to the stall and have a drink? What does this 

tell you about her? 

Answer : Valli was too afraid to get off the bus alone. Moreover, she didn’t have 
enough money to buy herself a drink. Therefore, she didn’t intend on going to the stall 



for a drink. This shows that Valli was a responsible and careful child who was aware 

that getting off the bus without an adult could get her in trouble. Moreover, as she did 

not have the money, she denied the treat offered by the conductor which showed 

that she was a matured child. 

Question 7 : Why didn’t Valli want to go to the stall and have a drink? What does this 
tell you about her? 

Answer : Valli was too afraid to get off the bus alone. Moreover, she didn’t have 
enough money to buy herself a drink. Therefore, she didn’t intend on going to the stall 
for a drink. This shows that Valli was a responsible and careful child who was aware 

that getting off the bus without an adult could get her in trouble. Moreover, as she did 

not have the money, she denied the treat offered by the conductor which showed 

that she was a matured child. 

Question 8 : The author describes the things that Valli sees from an 8 years old’s point 
of view. Can you find evidence from the text for his statement? 

Answer : Yes, for example when the author says, ‘she was fascinated by the bus’ 
and ‘watching the bus fill with a new set of people each time was a source of 
unending joy for her’. When the author describes the bus, he stresses on the colour 

and look of the new bus ‘like silver’ because a child is attracted towards colour. ‘The 
seats were soft and luxurious’. The description that the author gives when Valli 
looked outside are also typical of a 8 year old. ‘The blue sky’ and ‘acres and acres of 
green field’, show the enthusiasm a child. A cow running in front of the bus 

fascinated the child whereas the sight of dead cow brought tears in her eyes and 

she refused to look outside the window on her return journey. This also describes 

the behavior of an 8 year old child aptly. 

 

Extra Question 

Question : Age is not a barrier when it comes to doing something different and great. 

Which characteristics of Valli help her achieve the wonder of visiting the town at such 

a tender age? 

Answer : In today’s era, age is no more a barrier. Children are doing wonders at a very 

young age. Same goes with Valli. At an age of 8 years, Valli was able to pursue her 

dream all alone by travelling in the bus to town. She was no different from others, 

except that she had certain characteristics that made her fulfill her dreams. Valli was a 

very confident and a bold girl. She had a knowledge of proper planning and execution. 

She controlled her wishes to save money for the bus ride. Also, she was a very good 

observer and learner. All these qualities made her realise the dream of visiting the 

town. Hence, one should always remember that there is no age to learn and 

experience new things. 

EBQ 



“Listen, child,” said the voice, “You shouldn’t stand like that. Sit down.” Sitting down, 

she looked to see who had been talking to her. It was an elderly man who had 

honestly been concerned for her, but she was annoyed by his attention. “There’s 

nobody here who’s a child,” she said haughtily. “I’ve paid my thirty paise like everyone 

else.” 

(i) Who is the child mentioned in the passage? 

A. Vasu 

B. Valli 

C. Veena 

D. Varna 

 

(ii) How did the girl prove to the elderly man that she was not a child? 

A. By being rude to the speaker. 

B. By asking her to mind her own business. 

C. By informing her that she had paid thirty paise like every other passenger and was 

not a child. 

D. All of the above 

(iii) Why didn’t Valli want to make friends with the elderly woman? 

A. Because she was old. 

B. Because she was instructing the girl. 

C. Because she was bossy. 

D. Because she like the physical appearance of the elderly woman. 

 

(iv) What kind of a person is Valli? Answer this question in the light of the above 

passage. 

A. kind, compassionate, self-confident, nature-loving and friendly girl. 

B. Rude, Arrogant, friendly 

C. Self – confident, self-centred 

D. None of the above 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


