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NATURAL RESOURCES  

A  stock or supply of money, materials, staff, and other assets that can be drawn 

on by a person or organization in order to function effectively. 

 

Resources is a very broad term, it is basically anything that can be considered a 

valuable addition. Anything from air to gold is all resources. 

 

What is Natural resources? 

Things that occur in nature and that are useful to us are called Natural Resources. 

These are resources found in the environment and developed without the 

intervention of humans. 

 

 Air, sunlight, water, soil, stone, plants, animals, and fossil fuels are all examples 

of natural resources.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Natural resources are naturally occurring materials that are useful to man or 

could be useful in conceivable technological, economic, or social circumstances, 

as well as supplies drawn from the earth, such as food, building and clothing 

materials, fertilizers, metals, water, and geothermal power. 

 

 

What is Exhaustible resource? 

Exhaustible natural resources include fossil fuels such as oil, coal, and natural gas, 

as well as minerals such as iron, copper, and aluminum. The natural resource 

causes diminishing returns to capital and labor in this chapter, and its use will 

decline over time. Exhaustible Natural Resources – Exhaustible energy sources are 

those that will deplete and exhaust after a few hundred years. Coal, petroleum, 

and other examples. 

 



 

What is Inexhaustible resource? 

Inexhaustible resources are those that are thought to have an infinite supply and 

are impossible to deplete, even with all of humanity’s activities on them. In other 
words, under any usage condition, inexhaustible resources are very unlikely to 

ever run out or be exhausted. Solar, wind, water, geothermal, and other 

renewable energy sources are examples. Inexhaustible resources are also known 

as renewable resources. However, not all renewable resources are limitless. 

 

 

 
 

  

What is Renewable resources? 

Some natural resources that are easily replenished in nature is called renewable 

resources. Renewable resources, such as solar energy, wind energy, and 

geothermal pressure, have an infinite supply. Other resources are considered 

renewable, even if they require some time or effort to renew (e.g., wood, oxygen, 

leather, and fish 

 

What is Non -renewable resource? 

Some natural resources have developed over time on Earth. For example, fossil 

fuels and minerals. The formation rate of such minerals is very slow in comparison 



to the rate at which they are used by humans. Nonrenewable resources are those 

that cannot be replenished once depleted. The Earth provides nonrenewable 

resources. Humans extract them as a gas, liquid, or solid and then convert them 

for use, primarily in the energy sector. It took billions of years for these reserves 

to form, and it will take billions of years to replenish the supplies that have been 

depleted. 

 

(The classification of natural resources can be also read as as Living and Non-living 

resources. Not given in NCERT .This is for reference) 

(What is living resource? 

Many natural resources are either alive or derived from living organisms. Living 

resources include forests and wildlife. Living resources are resources which live in 

the nature as like Humans. 

 

What is non-living resource? 

Fossil fuels like coal and petroleum products are derived from remains of decade, 

dead organism over long period of time is called non-living resource. Soil, Water, 

Air and mineral ores are example of non-living resource.) 
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