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Story Writing - A story is an account of imaginary or real people and events told for 
entertainment. Stories cast a magic spell on all of us and have mind-altering effects. 
Stories give us inspiration and sometimes challenge our beliefs. 

Story writing is an art. It is the oldest form of written composition. It is a work of 
imagination that is written in an easily understandable grammatical structure. A 
short story is meant to be read in a single sitting and therefore it should be as direct 
and brief as possible. 

 

Characteristics of a good story: 

1. Write a catchy first paragraph 
2. Develop your characters 
3. Choose a point of view 
4. Write meaningful dialogue 
5. Use setting and context–setting includes the time, location, context and 

atmosphere where the plot takes place. 
6. Set up the plot–A plot is a series of events deliberately arranged so as to 

reveal their dramatic, thematic and emotional significance. 
7. Create conflict and tension–conflict produces tension that makes the story 

begin. Tension is created by the opposition between the character or 
character and internal or external forces or conditions. 

8. Build to a crisis or climax—this is the turning point of the story. 
9. Find a resolution––the solution to the conflict is resolved. 

The different things that make a story are: 

• Plot 
• Characters 
• Setting 

Plot: Most stories have a sequence and purpose or the reason why the story is being told. 

Some stories have a moral or a message. Others have a usual ending or a suspense 



element. Some stories are adventurous, some are funny and some are scary. We see a 
starting point that moves through different courses to an ending point. 

Characters: The story has people, animals or any other creatures as its characters. To add 
a touch of reality, it is necessary to base them on real life. It is also important to think of 
special qualities or behaviour patterns. Build the characters to create reactions of 
admiration, fear, hatred, etc. in the reading mind. There is usually one main character, the 
protagonist, and other supporting characters. Suitable thoughts or dialogue also add more 
details to the character. 

Setting: The background of the story is the setting. The story can happen in a forest or a 

classroom. It is possible for the story to happen in a totally imaginary place like Toyland, 
fairyland, etc. Again, you will need to detail the settings to make it more suitable to the 
plot and the characters. 

A story moves at different speeds in different situations. The story may be told through 
any one of the characters or a combination of some characters. It is very important to have 
a good beginning and proper ending. 

Story Writing Topics to Remember 

• The story needs to be original. 
• The story needs to be told in an interesting manner. 
• The story needs to have a message. 
• The beginning of the story needs to be exciting and should capture the attention of 

the readers. 
• The end of the story needs to be worth remembering. An interesting and suitable 

title should be given. 

Sample Story –  

Complete the story in 150–200 words- 

It was a hot day. A blind man was crossing the road, suddenly a car came……. 

Ans- It was a hot summer day. People were busy running around searching for cooler 
places to escape the scorching heat. Those who could not and were stuck in their offices, 
were returning home, tired and withered like a dried plant. People returning home were 
trying to drive fast in order to reach home and be in the cool comfort of their homes. Mr. 
Jain was returning home after his monthly visit to the bank, to collect his pension. 

His wife was at home. His son had worked hard at college and was now studying to be a 
doctor. He wanted to help restore his father’s sight. The blind man’s eyes welled up with 
tears thinking about his son. Lost in his thoughts, carelessly he started crossing the busy 
road. Suddenly a loud screeching of brakes was heard. Everyone rushed to see what the 



whole commotion was all about. Mr. Jain was lying helplessly on the road. Someone from 
the crowd came forward and helped him sit up. 

The motorist had applied brakes at the right time and that had saved the old man. She 
rushed out of her car and seated the old man into her car. She apologised profusely and 
took him to the hospital. The doctors said that he was perfectly fine. The motorist then 
decided to drop the old man home. There she saw his wife and the photo of his son. It was 
her best friend Ankit Jain. She was grateful to God that Mr. Jain was absolutely safe. 

 

Practice question – (to be written in English notebook) 

Develop a story with the help of hints provided: (150–200 words) 

It was my first exam. I was already late. I dashed towards the exam center and was 
extremely nervous. Panic–stricken I rushed towards my seat, saw the question paper. 
Overcome my fear, finally everything went off well…………… 
 

‘Content prepared absolutely at home’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


