
30/3/21 

 

NATURE OF HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 

The reach of geography is extensive and each and every event or phenomenon which varies over space and time on 

earth’s surface can be studied geographically. 
The earth comprises two major components: nature (physical environment) and life forms including human beings 

Human geography studies 

 “the relationship between the physical/natural and the human worlds,  

the spatial distributions of human phenomena and how they come about,  

the social and economic differences between different parts of the world”. 
Human geography assumes a highly inter-disciplinary nature.   

The approach of human geography is highly dynamic. It changes at different of time. 

It has interface with other sister disciplines in social sciences in order to understand and explain human elements on the 

surface of the earth. 

Social geography- sociology 

Population geography-Demography 

Cultural geography-Anthropology 

Political geography-Political science 

“Human geography is the synthetic study of relationship between human societies and earth’s surface”. Ratzel 
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“Dichotomy between physical environment and human is not a very valid’. Elaborate 

The study of geography has two components: man and environment. But they can’t be considered as opposing 

forces.  

Man depends upon the physical environment for all its resources.  

Man is influenced by the nature and maintains intricate relationship with it. 

 Physical environment gets modified by man with the help of technology and in turn impacted human life. 

 We can find the imprints of man everywhere in nature. So, we use metaphor like ‘mouth of a river’, ‘eye of the 

storm’ to escribe the physical environment. 

So, nature and human are inseparable elements and should be seen holistically. 

“Human geography is the study of “the changing relationship between the un-resting man and the unstable 

earth.” 

Ellen C. Semple 
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Naturalisation of man 

Features 

Primitive society where the technological development is low 

1. Man adapted to the dictates of Nature.   

2. This is so because the level of technology was very low and the stage of human social development was also 

primitive. 

3. This is termed as environmental determinism. 

4. Man is afraid of nature’s fury and worshipped it. 

5. Nature is a powerful force, worshipped, revered and conserved. 

6. Physical environment for such societies becomes the “Mother Nature”. 
 

 



 

Man modifies nature 

Humanisation of nature 

Features 

1. People begin to understand their environment and the forces of nature with the passage of time. 

2. knowledge about nature helps to develop technology  

3. technology loosens the shackles of environment on human beings   

5. humans develop better and more efficient technology.  

6. They move from a state of necessity to a state of freedom.    

7.  They create possibilities with the resources obtained from the environment.  

8. The human activities create cultural landscape. 

9. Nature provides opportunities and human being make use of these and slowly nature gets humanised 

10. This is termed as possibilism 
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Neo-determinism or stop and go determinism. 

1. Griffith Taylor introduced the concept which reflects a middle path: between the two ideas of environmental 

determinism and possibilism 

2. The concept shows that neither is there a situation of absolute necessity (environmental determinism) nor is 

there a condition of absolute freedom (possibilism). 

3. It means that possibilities can be created within the limits which do not damage the environment 

4. Like there is no free run without accident. When one follows the traffic rule, stop with red light and move 

with green, it saves life. 

5. Hence, it is termed as stop and go determinism. 

6. Developed countries use technology and enjoy the absolute freedom. That has resulted in green- house 

effect, climatic change, melting of glacier and so on. 

7. Human beings can conquer nature by obeying it. 
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Approaches of human geography have changed over time. This dynamism approaches and thrusts shows the 

vibrant nature of the discipline. 

• Earlier there was little interaction between different societies and the knowledge about each other was 

limited. 

• Travellers and explorers used to disseminate information about the areas of their visits. 

• Navigational skills were not developed and voyages were fraught with dangers.  

• The late fifteenth century witnessed attempts of explorations in Europe and slowly the myths and 

mysteries about countries and people started to open up.  

• The colonial period provided impetus to further explorations in order to access the resources of the 

regions. 

• Later colonial period witnessed the development of regional analysis, which emphasised on elaborate 

description of all the aspects of a region. 

• Quantitative revolution took place around 1950s and 60s, where sophisticated tools were used. 

• In 1970s emerged, the humanistic school, radical school and behavioural school human geography was 

made more relevant to the socio-political reality. 

• Post modernism in geography emphasised on grand generalisations and the applicability of universal 

theories. 

 


