
   Class Notes 
Class: VII 

 

Topic: History ch. 5. Rulers and buildings 

Subject: Social Science 

 

 

Textbook Questions 

Q 1. How is the “trabeate” principle of architecture different from the “arcuate”? 

Trabeate Arcuate 

1. In trabeate principle a horizontal beam is 

placed across two vertical columns in roofs 

and windows. 

1. In arcuate principle the bricks are joint in 

an arch shape on a wooden plank or two 

vertical columns. 

2. This is also known as corbelled structure. 2. The weight of the doors and windows is 

carried by arches. 
 

Q.2. What is a shikhara? 

Ans: 2  

i) Shikhara is the most pointed portion of a temple. 

ii) It is a tall spire like structure built over the central shrine. 

Q3. What is pietra-dura? 

Ans: 3. Pietra dura are the coloured , hard stones placed in depressions carved into marble or standstone 

creating beautiful ornate patterns. 

Q 4. What are the elements of a Mughal chahar bagh garden? 

Ans: The elements of a Mughal chahar bagh (garden ) are: 

i) Placed within rectangular walled encloser. 

ii) Divided into four quarters by artificial channels . 

iii) Symmetry in four divisions. 

iv) Historians describe it as “ River front garden” during Shah Jahan’s reign. 
Q5. How did a temple communicate the importance of a king? 

Ans: A temple communicated the importance of a king in the following ways: 

i) Kings built temples to demonstrate their devotion to God and their power and wealth. 

ii) The names of the temples and the rulers were almost similar for ex. Rajarajadeva, a king, 

Rajarajeshwara  a God. 

iii) The king took the God’s name because he wanted to appear like a God. 
iv) Lesser deities were Gods and Goddesses of the allies and subordinates of the ruler. 

v) The temple was the miniature model of the world ruled by king and his allies. 

Q6. An inscription in Shah Jahan’s diwan-i khas in Delhi stated: “If there is Paradise on Earth, it is here, it is 
here, it is here.” How was this image created? 

Ans:  

i) The image of paradise on Earth was created through the construction of audience hall which 

was modelled like mosque. 

ii) The pedestal of Shah Jahan’s throne was frequently described as Quibla , the direction which 
muslims face while praying. 

iii) These architectural features communicated a sense of divine justice and the idea that the king 

was the representative of God’s nearest. 
Q 7. How did the Mughal court suggest that everyone – the rich and the poor, the powerful and the weak – 

received justice equally from the emperor? 

Ans:  

i) The Diwan- I –am of the Mughal court suggested that justice was made for all in an equal way. 

ii) Its aim was to create a world where all could live together in harmony. 

iii) The construction of shah Jahan’s audience hall was designed to communicate that the king’s 
justice was equal for everybody. 



Q 8. What role did the Yamuna play in the layout of the new Mughal city at Shahjahanabad? 

Ans: 

i) Shah Jahan referred the river front garden in layout of the Taj Mahal. 

ii) In the new city of Shahjahanabad, the interior palace also commanded the river front. 

iii) Shah Jahan developed the same architectural form as a means to control the excess to river 

Yamuna. 

Additional Questions 

Q1. Write a short note on Kandariya Mahadeva temple? 

Ans:  

i) The Kadariya Mahadeva teddmple dedicated to Shiva was constructed in 999 by the king 

Dhangadeva of Chandela dynasty. 

ii) An ornamented gateway led to an entrance and the main hall (mahamandapa) where dances 

were performed. 

iii) The image of chief diety was kept in main shrine (garbhagriha) . This was the place for ritual 

worships where only the king, his immediate family and priests gathered. 

iv) The temples were decorated with elaborately carved sculptures. 

Q 2. Constructing of Rajarajeshwara temple was a difficult task. Describe how. 

Ans: 

i) Constructing the temple was not easy because there were no cranes in these days and the 90 

tonne stone for the top of the shikhara was too heavy to lift manually. 

ii) The architects built an inclined path to the top of the temple , placed the boulder on rollers and 

rolled it all to the top. 

iii) The path started more than 4 kms away, so that it would not be too steep. 

iv) This was dismantled after the temple was constructed. The residents of the area remembered 

the experience of construction of the temple for a long time. Even now, a village near the 

temple is called “ Charupallam”. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


