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TEXTUAL QUESTIONS:- 

1. What havoc has the super cyclone wreaked in the life of the people of Orissa? 

Ans: The super cyclone led to mass destruction. People lost their homes. Many people lost their lives too. 

Children lost their parents, women became widows and were rendered homeless. The people were left with 

nothing. 

 2. How has Prashant, a teenager, been able to help the people of his village? 

Ans: Prashant helped the people in the following ways - 

• He formed a group of volunteers and got rice for the people. 

• They cleaned the shelter and tended to the injured. 

• They sent messages to the passing helicopters demanding food and other necessities. 

• Prashant guided the widows to work in the food for work NGO. 

• He arranged sports events for the orphan children. 

• Prashant and the volunteers set up foster families for them. 

  

3. How have the people of the community helped one another? What role do the women of Kalikuda 

play during these days? 

Ans: Under the leadership of Prashant, the people of the community came together and decided to help each 

other. They went to the local merchant and got his stock of rice. They cooked the rice on a fire burned with the 

branches from the trees and ate a meal after four days. 

They signalled the military helicopters for food and help. The widowed women looked after the orphaned 

children and the men arranged food and other necessities. 

  

4. Why do Prashant and other volunteers resist the plan to set up institutions for orphans and widows? 

What alternatives do they consider? 

Ans: Prashant and other volunteers resisted the plan to set up institutions for orphans and widows because 

they felt that isolation would increase their grief. They wanted to settle them in foster families of their own 

community where they would love and support each other. 

  

5. Do you think Prashant is a good leader? Do you think young people can get together to help people 

during natural calamities? 

Ans: Yes, Prashant is a good leader. He overcame his grief and took charge of the situation. Young people can 

get together to help others during any calamity. They can use their strength and energy to help others in times 

of need. 

 

6. Talk about the preparedness of the community for a natural disaster. 

(You can talk about evacuation plans and rehabilitation; permanent safe shelters; warning system; relief efforts; 

building materials to withstand cyclone/flood/ earthquake, i.e. safe housing; peoples’ organisation of their own 

rescue; the survival instinct, etc.) 

Answer: 



We are the part of community. Natural calamities may occur any time. We have witnessed many such natural 

disasters which caused devastation all around. Occurrences of such calamities is not under our control but to 

prepare ourselves to face such devastation is under our control. If precautions are taken timely, the effects of 

such calamities may be reduced. For this purpose we should adopt the following points and discuss them : 

• Evacuation plans 

• Rehabilitation process 

• Permanent safe shelters 

• Warning systems 

• Relief efforts 

• Building materials to withstand cyclone/ flood/earthquake 

• People’s organization of their own rescue 

• The survival instinct etc. 

EXTRA QUESTIONS:-  

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What was the extent of damage caused by the storm in Prashant’s village? 
Answer: 
Eighty six lives had been lost in the village, and ninety six houses had been washed away in the village. 

 
2. Why did Prashant decide to step in and lead the villagers? 
Answer: 
Prashant realised that the people at the shelter were being engulfed by a deathly grief and there wasn’t enough 
food for the survivors. He also realised that someone had to show the people a way out of the situation and 
gain control over their feelings and emotions. 

 
3. What was the first successful mission organised by the group of villagers under Prashant’s 
leadership? 
Answer: 
The first mission was to pressurize the village merchant to part with his rice so that the hungry villagers could 
be fed. 

4. After feeding the survivors, what was the next task organised and fulfilled by Prashant? 
Answer: 
He organised a team of volunteers to clean the shelter of filth, urine, vomit and floating carcasses, and to take 
care of the wounds and fractures of the many who had been injured. 

EXTRACT BASED QUESTIONS 

Branches from fallen trees were gathered to light a reluctant and slow fire, on which to cook the rice. For the 
first time in four days, the survivors at the cyclone shelter were able to fill their bellies. His next task was to 
organize a team of youth volunteers to clean the shelter of filth, urine, vomit and floating carcasses, and to tend 
to the wounds and fractures of the many who had been injured. On the fifth day, a military helicopter flew over 
the shelter and dropped some food parcels. It then did not return. The youth task force gathered empty utensils 
from the shelter. Then they deputed the children to lie in the sand left by the waters around the shelter with 
these utensils on their stomachs, to communicate to the passing helicopters that they were hungry. The 
message got through, and after that the helicopter made regular rounds of the shelter, airdropping food and 
other basic needs. 

1. What was the impact of the cyclone? 
(a) destruction 
(b) homes were lost 
(c) many lives were lost 



(d) all 

2. How did people in Ersama survive during the storm? 
(a) by eating tender coconut and remaining on the rooftops 
(b) remaining in the water 
(c) by hanging on trees 
(d) all 

3. What was the name of Prashant’s village? 
(a) Maligudi 
(b) Kalikuda 
(c) Ersama 
(d) None 

4. Whom did the flood victims send signals to for food help? 
(a) Military helicopters 
(b) Strangers 
(c) People of the town 
(d) Government 

5. Why did Prashant and other volunteers not want a separate institution for widows and orphans? 
(a) to save them from isolation and grief stricken feelings 
(b) for their personal benefits 
(c) to take work from them 
(d) none 

Answer:- 1-d,     2-a,     3-b,      4-a,      5-a 

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1.  What is the theme of the story? 
_ The theme of the story is that we can overcome any hurdles in our lives with courage, patience 
and dedication. We also came to learn about the leadership quality of Prashant. He was the one 
who stood up to guide the survivors. Prashant noticed the problem of each and everyone and 
helped them in every possible way. He never thought of his pain and sufferings. The story also 
teaches us that we must all stand together in a  difficult situation and help each other to come out 
of the grief. 
 
2. Describe the destruction wrought by the super cyclone in Ersama in 1999. 

Ans. In the evening of 27 October, 1999, a dark and menacing storm quickly gathered. Winds beat against the 
houses with a speed and fury that none had witnessed before. Heavy and incessant rain and a wind of 350 
km/hour uprooted the ancient trees and crashed down many houses. Air was filled with screams of people who 
were washed away. Trees crashed on Prashant’s friend’s house and the rise of water in the house compelled 
them to take refuge on the roof. As Prashant waded through the waters, to reach his family in Kaliguda he had 
to push away many human bodies — men, women, children — and carcasses of dogs, goats and cattle that the 
current swept against them as they moved ahead. Eighty six people of Prashant’s village had died. All the 
ninety-six houses had been washed away. 
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