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NCERT TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS (To be written in copy) 

 

Answer the following questions:  

Question (a): What are the two types of deserts found in the world? 
Answer: The two types of deserts found in the world are hot deserts and cold deserts. 

Question (b): In which continent is the Sahara desert located? 
Answer: The Sahara desert is located in Africa. 

Question (c):  What are the climatic conditions of the Ladakh desert? 
Answer:   

1) The climatic condition of Ladakh is extremely cold and dry. 
2) Day temperature in summer is just above zero degree. Night temperature drop below -30 degree. 
3) In winters the climate is freezing cold and temperature drop below -40 degree. 
4) As Ladakh is lying in the rain shadow region, the rainfall is as low as 10cm every year. 
5) The area experiences freezing winds and burning hot sunlight. 

Question (d): What mainly attracts tourists to Ladakh? 
Answer: The Buddhist monasteries with their traditional Gompas, the meadows, glaciers, and the 
ceremonies and festivities of the people of Ladakh are the major attractions for tourists visiting this place. 

Question (e) What type of clothes the people of the Sahara desert wear? 
Answer:  The people of Sahara Desert wear heavy robes as protection against dust storms and hot winds. 

Question (f): Name the trees that grow in Ladakh. 
Answer: Willows, poplars, and fruit trees like apples, apricots and walnuts are some of the trees that grow 
in Ladakh. 

 

Give reasons. 
 

(i) There is scanty vegetation in the deserts. 
Answer:  

1) The climate in the deserts is either very hot and dry or very cold and dry. 
2) Rainfall is scanty which does not allow the growth of vegetation. 
3) Soil is either sandy (in hot deserts) or covered with snow (cold deserts) for most of the year. 
4) Both types of soil do not encourage vegetation to grow. 

 

(ii) People of the Sahara desert wear heavy robes. 
Answer: 

1) The climate in the Sahara Desert is extremely hot with dry winds.  
2) Therefore, people of the Sahara desert wear long, loose, heavy robes and head wrappings protect 

an individual against the sun, dust storms and hot winds. 

 

 
 



Additional Questions 

Question 1. Explain the reasons for undergoing changes in the cultural landscape of the Sahara. 
Answer:  

1) Gleaming glass case buildings with towers over mosques are found in Sahara. 
2) Super highways crisscross the ancient camel paths. 
3) Trucks are replacing camels in the salt trade. 
4) Tuaregs are seen acting as guides to foreign tourists. 
5) More and more nomadic herdsmen are taking to city life find jobs in oil and gas operations. 

 

Question 2. Differentiate between Sahara and Ladakh Desert. 
Answer: 
 

Sahara Desert Ladakh Desert 

i) It is the world’s largest hot desert with an 
area of around 8.54 million sq.km. 

i) It is the cold desert lying in the Himalayas. 
 

ii) It is located in the continent of Africa. ii) It is located in the continent of Asia. 
 

iii) Climate is hot and dry. iii) Climate is cold and dry. 
 

iv) Vegetation in the Sahara desert includes 
Date Palms, Cactus and Acacia. Grasses and 
shrubs are available for animals to graze. 
 

iv) Vegetation is scarce. there are some 
Some trees like willows, poplars are seen. 
 

v) Animals such as camel, jackals, foxes, 
snakes and lizards are prominent here. 
 

v) Animals such as wild goats, wild sheep, yaks and 
dogs are prominent here. 

 

 

Question 3: Discuss major occupation of the people in Ladakh. 
Answer:  

1) In summer season the people cultivate barley, potato, peas, beans and turnip. 
2) The climate in winters is so harsh that people keep themselves busy in festivity and ceremonies. 
3) The women are very hard-working. They work not only in houses and fields but also manage 

small business and shop. 

 

Question 4: Write short note on Sahara Desert. 
Answer:  

1) It is the world’s largest desert. It covers an area of around 8.54 million square kilometres which is 
more than the total area of India. 

2) Nomadic tribes like Bedouins and Tuaregs rear livestock such as goats, sheep, camels and horses. 
3) The discovery of oil is constantly transforming the Sahara desert. 
4) The oasis in the Sahara helps people to grow Date palms and crops like rice, wheat, barley etc. 
5) Trucks are replacing camels in the salt trade. 

 

 

 

 

 


