
   Class Notes 
Class: VIII 

 

Topic: CLAUSE AND ITS TYPES 

Subject: ENGLISH  

 

 

A clause is a group of related words containing a subject and a verb. A clause 
is a larger word group than a phrase and includes a little more information. 

Types of Clauses 

There are two types of clauses. 

 Independent Clause (Main/Principal Clause) 
 Dependent Clause (Subordinate Clause) 

Independent Clause (Main/Principal Clause) 

Independent clause is the main/principal clause in a sentence. It can stand 
alone and can be called a sentence. It does not start with subordinate words 
such as when, which or if. 

The main properties of an independent clause are: 

 It contains a subject. 
 It contains an action. 
 It expresses a complete thought. 

Examples: 

 Let’s start the play. 
(Here ‘play’ is the subject and ‘Let’s start’ is the action.) 

 The mobile is defective. 
(Here ‘mobile’ is the subject and ‘is defective’ is the action.) 

 I will tell her about the paper pattern. 
(Here ‘I’ is the subject and ‘will tell her about the paper pattern’ is the 
action.) 

Dependent Clause (Subordinate Clause) 

A dependent clause is a subordinate clause, it starts with subordinate words. It 
cannot stand alone as a sentence and is labelled according to its function in the 
sentence. 

Dependent clauses are further divided into three kinds: 

 Noun Clause 



 Adjective Clause (Relative Clause) 
 Adverb Clause 

Noun Clause 

A noun clause is a dependent clause that acts as a noun. Noun clauses begin 
with words such as how, that, what whatever, when, where, whether, which, 
whichever, who, whoever, whom, whomever and why. These words generally 
come before the subject and the verb of the noun clause. Noun clauses can act 
as subjects, direct objects, indirect objects, predicate nominatives, or objects of 
a proposition. 

Adjective Clause 

Relative clauses are dependent clauses introduced by a relative pronoun (that, 
which, whichever, who, whoever, whom, whomever, whose and of which). 
Relative clauses add extra information to a sentence by defining a noun. 
Relative clauses are also called adjective clauses. The introductory words 
used for various categories of nouns are: 

For people : who, whose or what 
For things : which or that 
For places : where 
For times : when 
For possession : whose 

Adverb Clause 

An adverb clause (also called adverbial clause) is a word or expression in a 
sentence that functions as an adverb; it tells you something about how the 
action in the verb was done. It adds extra information about the time, place, 
manner, etc. to a sentence and modifies the verb. As a dependent clause, it 
cannot stand on its own and must connect to the main clause or an 
independent clause with a conjunction to form a complete sentence. The 
adverbial clause may come before or after the main clause. When it comes 
before the main clause, a comma is used to separate the two clauses. When it 
comes after the main clause, no comma is necessary. 

ONLY FOR UNDERSTANDING 

QUESTION I. Choose the correct alternative of the given statements. 

 

1. We are going to Darjeeling on an excursion. This is an example of- 

a. Subordinate Clause 

b. Dependent Clause 

c. Principal or Main Clause 

d. None 



 

2. I read the book which was so interesting. Which of the following is 

Dependent or Subordinate Clause? 

a. I read the book which was so interesting 

b. I read the book 

c. which was so interesting 

d. the book which was 

 

3. Identify Independent clause in the sentence – “Sarah helped me when I 

was in danger.” 

a. Sarah helped me 

b. when I was in danger 

c. Sarah helped me when I was in danger 

d. was in danger 

 

4. What type of clause is the following: “She went down the road.” 

a. Dependent clause 

b. Independent clause  

c. Adverb clause  

d. None of the above 

 

5. Complete the dialogue by choosing the correct answers from the 

options given below: 

Bhavesh   : Your trousers are very fine. Please tell me 

(a)…………………………………….. 
Kavish      : I bought it from a showroom 

(b)………………………………………………….. 
Bhavesh   : Will you tell me I………………………………………….. 
Kavish      : It costed me nine hundred rupees. 

a. why you bought it. 

b. where did you buy it from. 

c. where you bought it from. 

d. when you bought it. 

6. I bought it from a showroom _______________________ . 

a. who is situated at Sarojini Nagar. 

b. whom is situated at Sarojini Nagar. 

c. which is situated at Sarojini Nagar. 

d. where is situated at Sarojini Nagar. 

7. Will you tell me _______________________ . 

a. how much it cost you? 

b. how much did it cost you? 

c. which it cost you? 

d. how many it cost you? 



 

8. John did his homework before he went to bed. 

a. Dependent 

b. Independent 

 

9. I don’t like Mondays. 

a. Dependent 

b. Independent 

 

10. She is very fit because she goes running every day. 

a. Dependent 

b. Independent 

 

 

 Look at the following examples. 

a. The bankers need to know what they should do. Noun Clause 

b. The books, which are lost, are not really necessary. Adjective Clause 

c. Whether you like it or not, you have to go to bed now. Adverb Clause 

d. Students who are intelligent get good grades. Adjective Clause 

e. No one knows where he is. Noun Clause 

f. When I was younger, I thought so. Adverb  Clause 

g. He laughs best who laughs last. Adjective Clause 

h. I went to see what had happened. Noun Clause 

i. He met a girl whose eyes were blue. Adjective Clause 

j. I shall remain where I am. Adverb Clause 

 

 

 

CONTENT PREPARED AT HOME 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


