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Q. Distinguish between the Political executive and the Permanent executive. 
Answer: 

 Political executives are elected by the people through the process of elections where permanent 
executives are appointed by the Government of India on the basis of merits. 

 The tenure of Political executives depends on the popular election in order to formulate policy 
and give direction to administration as long as they command the support of the electorates 
whereas the civil servants continue in service till they reach the age of superannuation. 

 Political executives keep on changing after some duration but the permanent executives are 
there to cooperate with whichever leader comes in power by maintaining political neutrality in 
the discharge of their official duties. 

 
Q.’The President is a formal power holder and a ceremonial head of the nation’. You may wonder 
why then do we need a President? 
Ans. 

 In a parliamentary system, the Council of Ministers is dependent on the support of the majority 
in the legislature.  

 This also means that the Council of Ministers may be removed at any time and a new Council 
of Ministers will have to be put in place.  

 Such a situation requires a Head of the state who has a fixed term, who may be empowered to 
appoint the Prime Minister and who may symbolically represent the entire country. This is 
exactly the role of the President in ordinary circumstances.  

 Besides, when no party has a clear majority, the President has to make a choice and appoint 
the Prime Minister to run the government of the country. 

 

Q. How can the President of India be removed? 
Answer: 
The President of India is elected for a tenure of five years. He can be removed from his office by an 
impeachment only for violation of the constitution. This may be initiated by either house of 
parliament and if it is passed by 2/3 majority of the total membership of the house, then it is sent to 
the other house. And if the other house also passes it with the 2/3 majority, only then the President can 
be removed. 
Q. What are the discretionary powers of president?  
ANS:  The discretionary powers of president are: 
a.  under Article 74(1), President can send back the advice given by council of ministers and ask them 
to reconsider it. 
b.  president has veto power by which he can refuse or withhold the assent of the bill passed by the 
parliament. 
c.   the president has the power to appoint a prime minister. in situations where there is no clear 
majority, and two or three leaders claim that they have majority , so the president uses his discretion 
to call the leader and appoint him as the prime minister. 
d.  in parliamentary system as in India, the council of ministers are dependent on support of majority 
of legislature. and if at any time, the council of ministers lose the support of majority , then the 



president who has a fixed term appoints the new prime minister and in the meantime president 
symbolically represents the country.  
 
Ques.  
What are the Emergency powers of the President of India? 
Answer: 
The President of India can declare emergency mainly in the following cases: 

 If the President feels the internal disturbances in the country, external aggression due to war, an 
emergency can be proclaimed by the President when parliament has the authority to form laws 
and fundamental rights of the citizens are also suspended. 

 If a constitutional machinery fails in any of the state and the state legislative assembly is 
dissolved and all the legislative powers of state go into the hands of the parliament. 

 The President can declare a financial emergency also and may decrease the pay and allowances 
of government employees 

 
Q. What are the functions of PM? 
Ans 3. Functions of PM: 

 He decides who will be ministers in council of minister 
 Allocates ranks and portfolios to ministers 
 Depending upon seniority and political importance, ministers are given ranks of cabinet 

minister of state or deputy minister 
 Council of ministers come into existence when PM is appointed 
 When PM dies, council of ministers are dissolved. 
 Act as a link between council of ministers on one hand and president and parliament on other 

hand. 
 PM should communicate to president all decisions of council of ministers. 
 Involved in all crucial decisions of government and decides policies 
 In short, PM is leader of Lok Sabha, has control over council of ministers, command over 

bureaucratic machine, access to media, projection as national leader during international 
summits and foreign visits. 

 
Ques 4. What changes have come in the office of PM with coming of coalition politics? 
Ans 4. With the coming of coalition government, office of PM has undergone a drastic change. The 
government is formed after gaining support from many parties. The changes which have come are: 

 It resulted in increasing discretionary role of president in selection of prime minister 
 Led to more consultation between political parties, leading to erosion of prime ministerial 

authority 
 Brought restrictions on various prerogatives of PM like choosing the ministers and deciding 

their ranks and portfolios. 
 Even policies and programmes cannot be decided by PM: political parties come together to 

form coalition government. So lot of negotiations take place to form policies. Therefore, PM 
act as a negotiator than leader of government hey collectively govern on behalf of parliament.  

 
Q. Council OF Ministers are collectively responsible to Lok Sabha. Explain 

 
o Collective responsibility is based on solidarity of cabinet. 
o It implies that vote of no confidence even against a single minister leads to resignation 

of entire council of ministers. 
o If a minister does not agree with policy or decision of cabinet, then he must either 

accept the decision or resign.  



o Council of ministers cannot exist without PM. Council comes into existence after PM 
has taken oath. Death or resignation of PM brings dissolution of council of ministers. 

 
Q. Mention the classification of the Council of Ministers. 
Answer: 

 Cabinet Ministers are independent heads of their respective department  
 . State Ministers assist the Cabinet Ministers and they are sometimes given independent charge 

of some portfolios. 
 Deputy Ministers do not have any independent department but assist either to Cabinet or State 

Ministers 

Q. Who is the most important officer of the government at district level? 
Ans. The collector of a district is the most important officer of the government at the district level.  
The collector is normally an IAS officer and that the officer is governed by the service conditions laid 
down by the central government. 
 An IAS or IPS officer is assigned to a particular State, where he or she works under the supervision 
of the State government. 
 However, the IAS or IPS officers are appointed by the central government and only the central 
government can take disciplinary action against them. This means that the key administrative officers 
of the States are under the supervision and control of the central government. 
 

Class 11 Political Science Chapter 7 NCERT Picture-Based Questions 

1. Read the cartoon (NCERT Textbook, page 89) given below and answer the questions that 
follow: 

 
Questions: 
1. What does the cartoon represent? 
2. What message does the cartoon convey? 
Answers: 
1. The cartoon represents the Council of Ministers led by the Prime Minister. 

2. The cartoon conveys the message that the Prime Minister is the head of the council of 



ministers which is sometimes bound by the words of the Prime Minister. 

2. Read the cartoon (NCERT Textbook, page 90) given below and answer the questions that 
follow: 

 
Questions: 
1. Why do people want to be ministers? 
2. This cartoon seems to suggest that it is only for perks and status! Then why is there 
competition for some portfolios? 
Answers: 
1. The people want to be minister for gaining the advantages of the perks and status. 

2. There is competition for some portfolios for better status, more power and for more extra 
earning and more importance among people and leaders. 

3. Read the cartoon (NCERT Textbook, page 93) given below and answer the questions that 
follow: 


