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Topic: The Last Lesson (Flamingo) 

 

Author: Alphonse Daudet Subject: English Core  

 

 

 
               

                 

 
                  

 

 
 

 

 

• Patriotism, freedom of language  and love 
for one's mother tongue 

• Student and teacher attitudes towards 
learning and teaching

Theme

• Days of Franco- Prussian war where 
Prussia defeated France and the French 
districts of Alsace and Lorraine had 
passed into Prussian hands.

Setting

M. Hamel-

A French 

Teacher 

Main Characters

Franz-A 

student



 

Story Line: 

❖ Little Franz got late to school 

❖ Crowd at the town-hall 

❖ Unusual calmness at school 

❖ Presence of villagers at school 

❖ Last lesson of French declared by M. Hamel 

❖ Change of views in Franz towards learning French 

❖ M. Hamel asked Franz to recite participles  

❖ Franz made an effort to answer but failed  

❖ Lamentation and regret shown by M. Hamel towards learning French  

❖ Remorse and regret shown by Franz, villagers, and M. Hamel himself for not 

paying attention towards learning their own mother tongue. 

❖ M. Hamel highlighted the importance of French 

❖ Teacher conducted his last lesson; everyone understood well. 

❖ Class was dismissed with teacher writing “Vive La France” on the board. 
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Important Expressions: 

 



 

 
 

Questions for practice: 

Short Answer Questions (30-40 words) 

1. Why were some elderly people occupying the back benches on that day? 

2. What did Franz wonder about when he entered the class that day? 

3. “We have all a great deal to reproach ourselves with, said M. Hamel. Comment. 

4. What words did M. Hamel wrote on the black board before dismissing the last class?  What 

did that mean? 

5. How did Franz react to the declaration that it was their last French lesson? 

Long Answer Questions (120-150 words)  

1. How was M. Hamel a different teacher while delivering his last lesson? 

2. ‘My last French lesson! Why I hardly knew how to write! I should never learn anymore! I must 

stop there, then!’ The problem of school dropout and illiteracy still plagues our country. 

What qualities on the part of administration, educationist and youth do you think will help to 

surmount this hurdle. 

 

 

In unison – In 
agreement or 

Harmony

Counted on -
Relied on/ was 

sure of

Thumbed at the 

edges- folded at 
the corners

A great bustle- A 
lot of activity

In great dread of -
In immense fear 

and anxiety

Content prepared absolutely from home. 


