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The given table is only for reference. Don’t write in the
copy.
Phrase in direct speech

Equivalent in reported speech

Simple present

Simple past

"I always drink coffee", she said

She said that she always drank coffee.

Present continuous

Past continuous

"I am reading a book", he explained.

He explained that he was reading a book

Simple past

Past perfect

"Bill arrived on Saturday", he said.

He said that Bill had arrived on Saturday.

Present perfect

Past perfect

"I have been to Spain", he told me.

He told me that he had been to Spain.

Phrase in direct speech

Equivalent in reported speech

Past perfect

Past perfect

"I had just turned out the light," he

He explained that he had just turned out the light.

explained.

Present perfect continuous

Past perfect continuous

They complained, "We have been
waiting for hours".

They complained that they had been waiting for
hours.

Past continuous

Past perfect continuous

"We were living in Paris", they told me.

They told me that they had been living in Paris.

Future

Present conditional

"I will be in Geneva on Monday", he said.

He said that he would be in Geneva on Monday.

Future continuous

Conditional continuous

She said, "I'll be using the car next Friday".

She said that she would be using the car next Friday.

Now practice these questions.
Question I. Choose the most appropriate answer for he given questions.
1. Nancy said, “I may leave tomorrow.”
A. Nancy said that she might leave the next day.
B. Nancy said that she might leave tomorrow.
C. Nancy asked if she should leave the next day.
D. Nancy informed me to leave tomorrow.
2. Keshav said, “Rita is busy right now.”
A. Keshav said Rita was busy.
B. Keshav said that Rita was busy then.
C. Keshav said Rita had been busy.
D. Keshav informed that Rita is busy.
3. Vidushi said, “We went for a summer trip.”

A. Vidushi said that they went for a summer trip.
B. Vidushi said that they were on a summer trip.
C. Vidushi said that they had gone for a summer trip.
D. Vidushi said they went for a summer trip.
4. Rahul said, “I will manage hereafter.”
A. Rahul said that he would manage hereafter.
B. Rahul said that he will manage thereafter.
C. Rahul said that he would manage thereafter.
D. Rahul said that he will manage hereafter.
5. “Alas! It can’t be this bad.” He said.
A. He exclaimed with sorrow that that couldn’t be that bad.
B. He grieved that it couldn’t be that bad.
C. He said that it was really that bad.
D. He said with sorrow that that was bad.
6. He said, “Ah! You are here.”
A. He exclaimed with delight that I was there.
B. He said that he was delighted that I was here.
C. He exclaimed with joy to see me there.
D. He said it was a joy to see me there.
7. A leader says, "A country cannot be peaceful until good education is provided to each child."
A. A leader says that a country could not be peaceful until good education is provided to each child.
B. A leader says that a country cannot been peaceful until good education was provided to each
child.
C. A leader says that a country cannot peaceful until good education will be provided to each child.
D. A leader says that a country cannot be peaceful until good education is provided to each child.
8. Father says, "You must guide your class fellow".
A.
B.
C.
D.

Father says that we must guide our class fellows.
Father says that we must guided our class fellows.
Father says that you must be guided your class fellows.
Father says that we must be guided our class fellows.

9. My teacher says, "If you work hard, you will take good marks".
A.
B.
C.
D.

My teacher advised if I work hard, I would take good marks.
My teacher advises if you work hard, you will take good marks.
My teacher advises if I work hard, I will take good marks.
My teacher advised that I worked hard, I would take good marks.

10. He said, "Bravo! You have done well".
A. He told him Bravo! he had done well.
B. He applauded him, saying that he had done well.
C. He said bravo that he had done well.
D. He applauded him that he has done well.

Question II. Rewrite the given sentences in indirect speech.
1. Peter says, “I want to become an engineer”.
2. Suhani said to her mother, “I learnt many new theories today.”
3. My father said to me yesterday, “God always observes our passion for our dreams”.
4. Mohan said, “If I were a bird, I would fly everywhere”.
5. “What a pity!” said the old woman.
6. The teacher told us, “The freezing point of water is 0°c.”
7. The student said, “I am disappointed with my marks.”
8. He said, “Oh! It is a bad weather. I can’t drive.”
9. ‘What a beautiful sight this is!’ said the girl.
10. The teacher will say, “Gayatri is performing on the stage”
CONTENT PREPARED AT HOME.

