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Q.1 Describe the social condition of France during the 18th century.  

OR  

How was the French society organised? 

Ans. French society in the eighteenth century was divided into three estates, viz. The 

First Estate, Second Estate and the Third Estate. The First Estate consisted of the 

Clergy and the Second Estate consisted of Nobility. 

     The members of the first two estates, that is, the clergy and the nobility, enjoyed 

certain privileges by birth. The most important of these was exemption from 

paying taxes to the state. The nobles further enjoyed feudal privileges. These 

included feudal dues, which they extracted from the peasants. 

             The Third Estate consisted of three categories of people. Big businessmen, 

merchants, court officials, lawyers etc come in the top layer. Peasants and 

artisans come in the middle and small peasants, landless labourers and servants 

come under the lowest category of people. 

        Peasants were obliged to render services to the lord to work in his house and fields, 

to serve in the army or to participate in building roads. The burden of financing 

activities of the state through taxes was borne by the third estate alone. 

 

Q. 2 Explain the reasons why did Louis XVI decide to increase the tax? 

ii. Long years of war had drained the financial resources of France.  

Ii The cost of maintaining an extravagant court at Versailles was very high. 

iii. Under Louis XVI, France helped the thirteen American colonies to gain their 

independence from the common enemy, Britain. The war added more than a 

billion livres (currency) to a debt that had already risen to more than 2 billion livres. 

iv. Lenders who gave the state credit, now began to charge 10 per cent interest to 

loans. So the French government was obliged to spend an increasing percentage of 

its budget on interest payments alone.  

v. To meet its regular expenses, such as the cost of maintaining an army, the court, 

running government offices or universities, the state was forced to increase taxes. 

 



Q.3. What was the ‘subsistence crisis’ in France? How did it arise?  

Ans. An extreme situation where the basic means of livelihood are endangered. 

i. The population of France rose from about 23 million in 1715 to 28 million in 1789. 

This led to a rapid increase in the demand for food grains.  

ii. Production of grains could not keep pace with the demand. So the price of bread 

which was the staple diet of the majority rose rapidly. 

iii. Most workers were employed as labourers in workshops whose owner fixed their 

wages. But wages did not keep pace with the rise in prices. So the gap between the 

poor and the rich widened. 

iv. Things became worse whenever drought or hail reduced the harvest. Shortage of food 

grains led to price rise, riots and death.  

It is called subsistence crisis, something that occurred frequently in France during the 

Old Regime. 

 

 

 



 

 

Map based questions from the French Revolution 

1.  Locate countries that are neighbours to France. 

2. France helped 13 colonies of which country to get their independence? Locate it. 

3. Queen Marie Antoinette belonged to which country? Locate it.  

4. The National Assembly declared war against two countries in the year 1792. Locate. 

5. Slave trade was going on between three continents. Locate them. 

6. Locate three powerful countries of Eastern Europe. 

7. Locate the country that had bitter enmity with France. 

8. Locate three countries of Western Europe. 

 

 


