
   Class Notes 
Class: IX 

 

Topic: Socialism in Europe and the Russian revolution 

 

Subject: History 

 

 

1. The leader of the Bolshevik party was 

(a) Stalin 

(b) Lenin 

(c) Karl Marx 

(d) Louis Blanc 

 

2. Tsarist power in Russia collapsed in the year 

(a) 1905 

(b) 1916 

(c) 1917 

(d) 1920 

 

3. Tsarina Alexandra was of the 

(a) German origin 

(b) French origin 

(c) Russian origin 

(d) Dutch origin 

 

4. Jadidists were ………………… within the Russian empire. 
(a) Muslim reformers 

(b) Muslim educationists 

(c) Parsi reformers 

(d) German refugees 

  

5. The main occupation of the people of Russia in the beginning of the twentieth century was 

(a) manufacturing 

(b) poultry farming 

(c) fishing 

(d) agriculture 

 

6. A Labour Party in Britain was formed by socialist and 

(a) trade unionists 

(b) peasants 

(c) industrialists 

(d) young students 



 

7.  The Central powers during the First World War included countries like Germany, Turkey and 

(a) France 

(b) Austria 

(c) Britain 

(d) Russia 

 

8. The name associated with April Theses is 

(a) Karl Marx 

(b) Robert Owen 

(c) Lenin 

(d) Stalin 

 

9. The successor of Lenin was 

(a) Stalin 

(b) Kerenskii 

(c) Trotskii 

(d) Louis Blance 

 

10. Budeonovka was the name given to the Soviet 

(a) boots 

(b) coat 

(c) scarf 

(d) hat 

 

11. Which among the following groups was against any kind of political or social change? 

(a) Nationalists 

(b) conservatives 

(c) liberals 

(d) radicals 

 

12. Which of these statements is/are correct about Europe after the French Revolution? 

(a) Suddenly it seemed possible to change the aristocratic society of the 18th century. 

(b) However not everyone wanted a complete transformation of society. 

(c) Some wanted gradual shift, while others wanted complete change of society. 

(d) All the above 



 

13. Which of the following factors made autocracy unpopular in Russia? 

(a) The German origin of the Tsarina Alexandra 

(b) Poor advisors like the Monk Rasputin 

(c) The huge cost of fighting in the World War I 

(d) Both (a) and (b) 

 

14. What kind of developments took place as a result of new political trends in Europe? 

(a) Industrial Revolution occurred 

(b) New cities came up 

(c) Railways expanded 

(d) All the above 

 

15. Who conspired in Italy to bring about a revolution? 

(a) Bismarck 

(b) Karl Marx 

(c) Giuseppe Mazzini 

(d) None 

 

16. What were the demands made by the workers in St. Petersburg who went on a strike? 

(a) Reduction of working time to eight hours 

(b) Increase in wages 

(c) Improvement in working conditions 

(d) All the above 

 

17. In the World War I, which started in 1914, Russia fought against 

(a) Britain and France 

(b) Germany and Austria 

(c) America 

(d) All the above 

 

18. On 27th February 1917, soldiers and striking workers gathered to form a council called 

(a) Soviet Council 

(b) Petrograd Soviet 

(c) Moscow Union 

(d) Russian Council 



 

19. Which of these demands is/are referred to as Lenin’s ‘April Theses’? 

(a) World War I should be brought to an end 

(b) Land should be transferred to the peasants 

(c) Banks should be nationalised 

(d) All the above 

 

20. Who led the Bolshevik group in Russia during Russian Revolution? 

(a) Karl Marx 

(b) Friedrich Engels 

(c) Vladimir Lenin 

(d) Trotsky 

 

21. Socialists took over the government in Russia through the? 

(a) October Revolution in 1917 

(b) November Revolution in 1918 

(c) December Revolution in 1919 

(d) February Revolution in 1920 

 

22. At the beginning of the 20th century, the majority of Russian people worked in the: 

(a) Industrial sector 

(b) Agricultural sector 

(c) Mining sector 

(d) Transport sector 

 

23. The commune of farmers was known as: 

(a) Tsar 

(b) Duma 

(c) Mir 

(d) Cossacks 

Fill in the blanks 

 

24. In India, Raja Rammohan Roy and ..................................talked of the significance of the French 

Revolution. 

 

 



25. Liberals wanted a nation which tolerated all................................. 

 

26. In France, for instance, ................................wanted the government to encourage cooperatives 

and replace capitalist enterprises. 

 

 

27. Workers in................................. and Germany began forming associations to fight for better living 

and working conditions. 

 

 

28. In 1914, .............................. ruled Russia and its empire. 

 

29. Prominent industrial areas were ...............................................and Moscow. 

 

 

Write true (T) or false(F) (Q no.30-37) 

30. Most industry was the private property of industrialists. 

 

31. Workers were a united social group. 

 

32. Women made up 31 per cent of the factory labour force by 1914. 

 

 

33. Despite divisions, workers did unite to strike work (stop work). 

 

 

34. Nobles got their power and position through their services to the Mir. 

 

 

35. In Russia, peasants wanted the land of the nobles to be given to them. 

 

 

36. Socialists were active in the urban areas through the late nineteenth century. 

 

 

37. Lenin felt that peasants were not one united group. 

 

 

38. Given below are two statements –one labelIed  as Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason 

(R): 



 

Assertion (A): Workers in England and Germany set up funds to help members in times of distress 

and demanded a reduction of working 

hours and the right to vote.  

Reason (R): They began forming associations to fight for better living and working conditions. 

 

In the context of the above two statements, which of the following is correct? 

A. Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct explanation of (A). 

B. Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct explanation of (A). 

C. (A) is true, but (R) is false  

D. (A) is false , but (R) is true 

 

 

39. Given below are two statements –one labelIed  as Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason 

(R): 

 

Assertion (A): Workers were a divided social group. Some had strong links withthe villages from 

which they came. 

Reason (R): Workers were divided by skill. 

In the context of the above two statements, which of the following is correct? 

A. Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct explanation of (A). 

B. Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct explanation of (A). 

C. (A) is true, but (R) is false  

D. (A) is false , but (R) is true 

 

 

 

Questions and answers 

Q1. Describe Socio economic condition of Russia before 1905.(5)                                    

Ans) I) About 85 percent of the Russian empire’s population earned their living from agriculture. This  

proportion was higher than most European countries. 

II) Industry was found in pockets. Prominent industrial areas were St. Petersburg and Moscow.  

III) Most industry was private property of industrialists. Government supervised large factories to 

ensure minimum wages and limited hours of work. 

 IV) In craft units and small workshops, the working day was sometimes 15 hours, compared with 10 

or 12  

hours in factories. Accommodation varied from room to dormitories. 

VI) Workers were a divided social group. Some had strong links with the villages, others settled in 

cities. 

permanently. Workers were divided by skill. Metal workers considered themselves aristocrats. 

VII) Women were made up 31 percent of the factory labour force by 1914, but they were paid less 

than  

men. 

 



Q2) Analyse five effects of the World War I on Russia. (5) 

Ans) I) Russia’s armies lost badly in Germany and Austria between 1914 and 1916. There were 

over 7 million casualties by 1917. 

II) As Russian army destroyed crops and buildings to prevent the enemy from being able to live off 

the land. 

 The destruction of crops and buildings led to over 3 million refugees in Russia. 

III) The situation discredited the government and the Tsar. Soldiers did not wish to fight such a war. 

IV) Able bodied men were called up to the war. As a result, there were labour shortages and small 

workshops   

Producing essentials were shutdown. 

V) Large supplies of grain were sent to feed the army. For the people in the cities, bread and flour 

became 

Scarce. By the winter of 1916, riots at bread shops were common. 

 

Q3) Describe the main events which led to February revolution in Petrograd. (3)  

Ans) I) On 22 February a lockout took place at a on the right bank of the river Neva. 

 

II) On 23rd February workers in fifty factories called a strike in sympathy. In many factories , women 

led  

the way to strikes. 

III) Demonstrating workers crossed from the factory quarters to the centre of the capital – the 

Nevskii  

Prospekt. The government imposed a curfew to disperse demonstrators, but they came back. 

 IV) On Sunday, 25th February, the government suspended the Duma. Soviet leaders and Duma 

leaders formed Provisional Government to run the country. 

 

Q4) What are the main points of “April Thesis”? (3)  

Ans) In April 1917, the Bolshevik leader Vladimir Lenin returned to Russia from his exile. 

I) Bolsheviks had opposed the war since 1914 now they felt the war be brought to a close. 

II) In Russia, peasants wanted the land of the nobles to be given to them. Peasants became violent to 

get their  

demand. Bolsheviks supported their demand and proposed, land  be transferred to the peasants 

III) They also demanded banks be nationalized. 

 

Q5) Describe the main events of the October Revolution in Russia.(5) 

  Ans) I) The conflict between the Provisional Government and the Bolsheviks grew, Lenin feared the  

Provisional Government would set up a dictatorship. In September, he began discussions for an 

uprising  



against the government. 

II) On 16th October 1917, Lenin persuaded the Petrograd Soviet and Bolshevik Party to agree to a 

socialist  

Seizure of power. 

III) A Military revolutionary Committee was appointed by the Soviet under Leon Trotskii to organize  

seizure. 

IV) The Uprising began on 24 October. Sensing trouble, Prime Minister Kerenskii had left the city to 

summon 

troops. 

v) The Military Revolutionary Committee ordered its supporters to seize government offices and 

arrest 

Ministers. By the nightfall the city was under the Committee’s control. 

VI) At a meeting of the All Russian Congress of Soviets in Petrograd, the majority approved the 

Bolshevik  

action. 

 

Q6) Who were the Bolsheviks and Mensheviks? 

Ans) I) The Bolsheviks were the majority group led by Vladimir Lenin who thought that in a 

 repressive society like Tsarist Russia the party should be disciplined and should control 

the number and quality of its members. They were the group who conducted the Russian 

revolution. 

Mensheviks were the minority group who thought that the party should be open to all (as 

in Germany). They did not believe in Revolution but wanted to bring changes through 

democratic means. 

 

Q7) What were the emergency measures adopted by Stalin to control food crisis? 

Ans) i) He believed that rich peasants and traders in the countryside were holding stocks in 

The hope of higher prices. Speculation had to be stopped and supplies confiscated. 

ii) In 1928, Party members toured the grain-producing areas, supervising enforced grain 

collections, and raiding ‘kulaks’ – the name for well-to- do peasants. As shortages 

continued, the decision was taken to collectivize farms. 

iii) It was argued that grain shortages were partly due to the small size of holdings. After 

1917, land had been given over to peasants. These small-sized peasant farms could not 

be modernised. 



iv) To develop modern farms, and run them along industrial lines with machinery, it was 

necessary to ‘eliminate kulaks’, take away land from peasants, and establish state  

controlled large farms.  

v) As a result collectivization programme started. 

 

Q8) How were the peasants in Russia different from that of other European 

Countries? 

i) About 85 per cent of the Russian empire’s population earned their living from 

agriculture. This proportion was higher than in most European countries. For instance, 

in France and Germany the proportion was between 40 per cent and 50%. 

ii) Like workers, peasants too were divided. They were also deeply religious. But except in 

a few cases they had no respect for the nobility. Nobles got their power and position 

through their services to the Tsar, not through local popularity. This was unlike France 

where, during the French Revolution in Brittany, peasants respected nobles and fought 

for them. 

iii) Russian peasants were different from other European peasants in another way. They 

pooled their land together periodically and their commune (mir) divided it according to 

the needs of individual families. Thus they became natural socialists. 

 

Q9) In what ways were social democrats and social revolutionaries different in 

their approach? 

Ans) i) The Socialist Revolutionary Party struggled for peasants’ rights and demanded that  

land belonging to nobles be transferred to peasants. 

ii)  Social Democrats disagreed with Socialist Revolutionaries about peasants. Lenin felt 

Peasants were not united group. Some were poor and others rich, some worked as  

labourers while others were capitalists who employed workers. Given this 

‘differentiation’ within them, they could not all be part of a socialist movement. 

 

Q10) Explain the Global influence of the Russian Revolution and the USSR. 

i) In many countries, communist parties were formed like the Communist Party of Great 

Britain. It gave the world a new economic system known as socialism. 

ii) The Bolsheviks encouraged colonial peoples to follow their experiment. Thus it inspired 

a number of freedom movements in other countries. 



iii) Many non-Russians from outside the USSR participated in the Conference of the 

Peoples of the East (1920) and the Bolshevik-founded Comintern (an international 

union of pro-Bolshevik socialist parties).  

iv) Some received education in the USSR’s Communist University of the Workers of 

the East. 

v) By the time of the outbreak of the Second World War, the USSR had given socialism a 

global face and world stature. 

 

Q11) What were the main causes of the Civil War between Bolsheviks and Non-Bolsheviks 

socialists, liberals, supporters of autocracy?  (5)                          

Ans) I) When the Bolsheviks ordered land redistribution; the Russian army began to break up.  

 soldiers, mostly Peasants, wished to go home for the redistribution and deserted. 

II) Non-Bolsheviks socialists, liberals, supporters of autocracy condemned the Bolshevik uprising.             

Their Leaders moved to south Russia and organised troops to fight the Bolsheviks (the ‘reds’). 

 III) During 1918 and 1919, the ‘greens’ (Socialists Revolutionaries) and ‘whites’( pro- Tsarists)  

controlled most of the Russian empire.  

IV) They were backed by French, American, British and Japanese troops- all those forces who were  

worried at the growth of socialism in Russia. 

V) Supporters of private property among ‘whites’ took harsh steps with peasants who had seized  

land. Such actions led to the loss of popular supports for the non-Bolsheviks. By January 1920 the  

Bolsheviks most of the former Russian Empire. 

 

Q12) Explain how a socialist society was established in Russia? (5) 

Ans) I) Bolsheviks kept industries and banks nationalized. 

II) They permitted peasants to cultivate the land that had been socialized. Bolsheviks used  

Confiscated land to demonstrate collective work could be. 

III) A process of centralized planning was introduced. Centralised planning led to economic  

Growth. Industrial production increased( between 1929 and 1933 by 100 per cent in the case of oil,  

coal and steel). New factory cities came into being. 

IV) Officials assessed how the economy could work and set targets for five-year period. on this  

basis they made the Five Years Plan. 

V) The government fixed all prices to promote industrial growth during the first two ‘plans’ 

(1927-1932 and 1933-1938). 



VI) An extended schooling system developed, and arrangements were made for factory workers 

And peasants to enter universities. 

 

Q13) Write a note on collectivisation programme initiated by Stalin. (5) 

Ans) I) From 1929 the party forced all peasants to cultivate in collective farms (kolkhoz). 

II) The bulk of land and implements were transferred to the ownership of farms. Peasants worked on   

The land and the kolkhoz profit was shared. 

III) Enraged peasants resisted the authorities and destroyed their livestock. Between 1929 and  

1931, the number of cattle fell by one-third. 

IV) Those who resisted collectivisation were severely punished. Many were deported to and exiled. 

Stalin’s government allowed some independent cultivation but treated such cultivators 

unsympathetically. 

V) In spite of collectivisation, production did not increase immediately. In fact, the bad harvest   

Of 1930-1933 led to one of most devastating famines in Soviet history when over four million  

died. 
 

 

 

1. a 2.c 3.a 4.a 5.d 

6.a 7.b 8.c 9.a 10.d 

11.b 12.d 13.d 14.d 15.c 

16.d 17.b 18.b 19.d 20. 

21.a 22.b 23.c 24. Derozio 25. religions 

26. Louis Blanc 27. England 28. Tsar Nicholas 

II 

29. St Petersburg 30.T 

31.F 32.T 33.T 34.F 35.T 

36.F 37.T 38.A 39.B  

 

 


