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   Class Notes 

Class: X 
 

Topic: NATIONALISM IN INDIA 
 … JT/CN/03 

Subject: HISTORY 
 

 

 

1.What was the political scenario of India between 1922 to 1930 ? 

a. C. R. Das and Motilal Nehru formed the Swaraj Party within the Congress to argue for 
a return to council politics.But younger leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhas 
Chandra Bose pressed for more radical mass agitation and for full independence.  

 
b. The demand for agricultural goods fell and exports declined, peasants found it 

difficult to sell their harvests and pay their revenue. By 1930, the countryside was in 
turmoil. Against this background the new Tory government in Britain constituted a 
Statutory Commission under Sir John Simon. The problem was that the commission 
did not have a single Indian member. They were all British. 

 
Lala Lajpat Rai was assaulted by the British police during a peaceful demonstration against the Simon 
Commission. it was greeted with the slogan ‘Go back Simon’. 
 
c. In an effort to win them over, the viceroy, Lord Irwin, announced in October 1929, a 

vague offer of ‘dominion status’ for India in an unspecified future, and a Round Table 
Conference to discuss a future constitution.  

 
d. This did not satisfy the Congress leaders. The radicals within the Congress, led by 

Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhas Chandra Bose, became more assertive.  
 
e. In December 1929, under the presidency of Jawaharlal Nehru, the Lahore Congress 

formalised the demand of ‘Purna Swaraj’ or full independence for India. 
It was declared that 26 January 1930, would be celebrated as the Independence Day when people 
were to take a pledge to struggle for complete independence.  
 

 

2.Explain the importance of the ‘Salt March’ of Gandhiji as a symbol to unite the nation. 

  

a. On 31st March 1930, Mahatma Gandhi sent a letter to Viceroy Irwin. Mahatma 
Gandhi had stated eleven demands in this letter out of which some were of 
general interest and some were specific demands of different classes. 

b. The demands  were  wide  ranging in order to bring together everyone under a 
united campaign. The most important demand was to abolish the salt tax as it was 
the most important item in food that is consumed by both rich and poor. 

c. Mahatma Gandhi started the march for over 240 miles with his 78 trusted 
volunteers from Sabarmati to Dandi.  
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d. They walked for 10 miles a day for 24 days. He violated the salt law by 
manufacturing salt by boiling the sea water on 6th April 1930. Now Gandhiji 
wanted Indians to refuse all sort of cooperation with the British and also break 
the colonial rules.  

e. There after, people broke salt law, manufactured salt, showed demonstrations, 
boycotted the foreign clothes, picketed the liquor shops, peasants refused to pay 
the taxes and revenues and the forest people violated the forest laws. 

 

 

3.‘The Civil Disobedience Movement was  different from the Non-Cooperation Movement.’ Support 

the statement with examples. 

 

Ans :  

The Civil Disobedience Movement was different from the Non-Cooperation 
Movement in the following ways: 

a. The Civil Disobedience Movement dealt with the breaking of the colonial laws 
whereas the Non- Cooperation Movement did not follow the rules of the colonial 
government. 

b. In the Civil Disobedience Movement, people broke the salt law and forest law 
whereas in the Non- Cooperation Movement, they carried out peaceful 
demonstrations. 

c. The Civil Disobedience Movement was launched to get Purna Swaraj whereas the 
Non-Cooperation Movement was to unite the Hindus and Muslims to attain 
Swaraj. 

 

 

4.How did different social groups participate in the Civil Disobedience Movement? Explain with 
examples. 

Ans :  

The following were the different social groups who participated in the Civil Disobedience 
Movement with different objectives: 

a. The rich peasants were not able to pay the revenue due to the trade depression, falling 
prices and disappeared cash income and also the government refused to reduce the 
revenue. Their notion for Swaraj struggle was basically a struggle against high 
revenue. 

b.  For the poor peasantry groups, the meaning of Swaraj was lowering the revenue 
demand and also they wanted the unpaid rent to be remitted. 

c. The Indian merchants and the industrialists started opposing the colonial policies 
which restricted their business to expand. They had  two demands — protection 
against the import of foreign goods and a favorable exchange ratio of rupee and 
sterling. 

d. Some of the industrial workers participated in the Civil Disobedience Movement were 
the Nagpur industrial workers as part of their own movement against the low wages 
and the poor working conditions in the industries.In the year 1930 and 1932, the 
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railway workers and the dock workers went on strike. The Chhotanagpur tin mines 
workers also protested in rallies wearing Gandhian caps and boycotted the 
campaigns. 

e. Women also participated in large scale in the Civil Disobedience Movement during the 
Salt March by Gandhiji. They belonged to the high caste families from the urban areas 
and rich peasant households from the rural areas. For them it was a sacred duty to 
serve the nation. 

 

 

5.Why was Congress reluctant to allow women to hold any position of authority within the 

organisation? How did women participate in Civil Disobedience Movement? Explain. 

 

Ans :  

a. Women also participated in large scale in the Civil Disobedience Movement during 
the salt march by Gandhiji. They belonged to the high caste families from the urban 
areas and rich peasant households from the rural areas. For them it was a sacred 
duty to serve the nation.  

b. But the Congress was not willing to give them any position of authority in the 
organization.   

c. Gandhiji said that women should look after the domestic chores and be good 
mothers and wives. 

 

 

6.Describe the main features of Poona Pact. 
 

Ans :  

In the Second Round Table Conference, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar demanded separate electorates 
for the Dalits. Against this Gandhiji, began a fast unto death because he believed that  
separate  electorates  for  the Dalits would slow down the process of national integration. 

Later on, Ambedkar accepted Gandhian view and in the Poona Pact the depressed class 
people were given the reserved seats in the provincial and the central legislative council 
election but to be voted in by the general electorate. 

 

 

7.Dalit participation was limited in the Civil Disobedience Movement’. 
Examine the statement. 

Ans :     

a. The untouchables who called themselves Dalits or oppressed were not taking part 

in any such movements due to the ignorance of the Congress and the fear     of 

offending the Sanatanis.  

b. But Gandhiji was of the view that Swaraj would not come for hundred years  if the 
problem of untouchability is not removed from the country. Gandhiji called them 
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‘harijan’- which means the children of God. Gandhiji fought for their temple entry 
rights and other rights such as access to public wells, schools and other public 
places. 

c. Gandhiji himself cleaned the toilets in order to dignify the work of the sweepers 
and also  urged the upper caste people to change their heart and thinking about 
these  untouchables. 

d. The Dalit leaders demanded reserved seats in the educational institutions and 
separate electorates so that would be getting seats in the legislative councils and 
thus become politically empowered. “The Dalits believed that these are the only 
ways through which they will be treated equally in the society. 

e. The Dalits organisations were quite strong in Maharashtra and Nagpur and 
therefore in these regions only they participated in the Civil Disobedience 
movement. 

f. In the Second Round Table Conference Dr. B.R.Ambedkar demanded separate 
electorates for  the Dalits. Against this Gandhiji began a fast unto death because 
he believed that separate electorates for the Dalits would slow down the process 
of national integration. 

        Later on Ambedkar accepted Gandhian view and in the Poona Pact the 
depressed class people were given the reserved seats in the provincial and the 
central legislative council election but to be voted in by the general electorate. 

 

 

 

8.How did Gandhiji try to integrate the depressed classes into society? Explain any three 
points 

Ans :  

Gandhiji tried to integrate the depressed classes into society because: 
a. Gandhiji was of the  view  that  Swaraj  would  not come for hundred years if the 

problem of untouchability has not removed from the country. Gandhiji called 
them harijan’ means the children of God. 

b. Gandhiji fought for their temple entry  rights  and others rights such as access to 
public wells, schools and other public places. Gandhiji himself cleaned the toilets 
in order to dignify the work    of the sweepers and also urged the upper caste 
people to change their heart and thinking about these untouchables. 

c. In the Poona Pact, the depressed class people were given the reserved seats in the 
provincial and the central legislative council election but to be voted in by the 
general electorate. 

 

 

9.How did BR Ambedkar try to improve the conditions of the depressed classes? Explain any 
three points. 

Ans :  

B.R. Ambedkar tried to improve the conditions of the depressed classes in the ‘ 
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following ways: 
 

a. The Dalit leaders demanded reserved seats in the educational institutions 
and separate electorates so that would be getting seats in the legislative 
councils and thus politically empowered. The Dalits believed that these 
are the only ways through which they will be treated equally in the society. 

b. In the second Round Table Conference Dr. B.R. Ambedkar demanded 
separate electorates for the Dalits. 

c. Later on, Ambedkar accepted Gandhian view and in the Poona pact the 
depressed class people were given the reserved seats in the provincial and 
the central legislative council election but to be voted in by the general 
electorate. 

 

 

10.Explain any three reasons for the lukewarm response of some Muslim Organisations to the Civil 

Disobedience Movement. 

Ans :  

The three reasons for the lukewarm response of some Muslim Organisations to the Civil 
Disobedience Movement were: 

a. Due to the decline of the Non-Cooperation Khilafat movement. 
b. They felt alienated from Congress.  They  felt  that Congress is linked 

with a Hindu Mahasabha and their propagandas are Hindu 
oriented. This thinking resulted to Hindu-Muslim communal clashes 
and riots in different parts of  the country. Thus the distance 
between these two communities widened. Their main issue was over 
the representation in the future assemblies. 

c. In the All Parties Conference in 1928, the demands of Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah, for reserved seats in the central assembly and representation 
in proportion to population in the Muslim dominated provinces like 
Bengal and Punjab, was strongly opposed by M.R.Jayakar of Hindu 
Mahasabha. The Muslims were very much concerned about their 
status, culture and identity as a minority in India. 

 

 

11.Evaluate the contribution of folklore, songs, popular prints etc. in shaping the nationalism during 

freedom struggle. 

 

Ans :  

Folklores, folk songs, prints, icons and symbols etc. helped in unifying the Indians and inspired a 
feeling of nationalism in them.  

a. The image of India was first visualized as Bharat Mata by Bankim Chandra 
Chattopadhyay and also a hymn “Vande Mataram’ was written by him in 1870s. 
This hymn was later included in his novel Anandamath and sung during the 
swadeshi movement in Bengal. 
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b. The image of Bharat Mata was portrayed as calm, composed, divine and 
spiritual which acquired different forms in different years by different artists. 
This image of India developed the ideas of nationalism in India. 

c. The Indian folklores were revived and the folk tales were recorded and sung by 
bards which gave a true picture of the traditional Indian culture and tells how 
it was ruined by the Britishers. 

d. Rabindranath Tagore led the movement for the revival of the folks and thus 
collected ballads, nursery rhymes and myths .Tamil folk tales were published 
by Natesa Shashtri in his book The folklore of southern India which was a 
massive four volume collection. 

e. A  tricolor  swadeshi  flag,  using  red,   green   and yellow was designed during 
the swadeshi movement in Bengal which had 8 lotuses for the representation of 
the 8 provinces and a crescent moon for symbolizing the Hindus and the 
Muslims. A tricolor Swaraj flag was designed by Gandhiji in the year 1921 using 
the colours red, green and white. A spinning wheel was in the centre of the flag 
which represented the Gandhian ideal of self¬help. 

 

 

12.Who had designed the ‘Swaraj flag’ by 1921? Explain the main features of the ‘Swaraj flag’. 

Ans :  

A tricolor Swaraj flag was designed by Gandhiji in the year 1921. 
The main features of this Swaraj flag was: 

a. It was designed using the colours red, green and white. 
b. A spinning wheel was in the centre of the flag which represented the Gandhi an ideal 

of self- help. 

 

 

13.What type of flag was designed during the Swadeshi Movement in Bengal? Explain its main 

features. 

Ans :  

a. A  tricolor  swadeshi  flag,  using  red,   green   and yellow was designed during the 
swadeshi movement in Bengal. 

b. It had 8 lotuses for the representation of the 8 provinces, 
c. It had a crescent moon for symbolizing the Hindus and the Muslims. 

 

 

14.How was history re-interpreted in creating a feeling of nationalism? Explain with examples.  

Ans : 

a. The history was reinterpreted to create the feeling    of nationalism 
and instill a sense  of  pride  among the Indians.  
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b. Through this the perspective of British towards India as backward, 
primitive and incapable of governing themselves was criticized. 

c. The reinterpretation of the Indian history revealed that India had a 
glorious achievements and developments in the past. India had 
contributed in the field of art, architecture, science, religion, 
culture, law, philosophy, crafts and trade. 

 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

 

1.The Round Table Conference which was boycotted by the Congress. 
(a) Second (b) First 
(c)  Third (d) None of the above 

Ans : (b) First 

2.Federation of Indian Commerce and Industries was formed by: 
a.British traders (b) Indian farmers 
(c) Indian merchants (d) None of the above 

Ans : (c) Indian merchants 

3.Who was the President of Muslim League in 1930? 
a. Sir Muhammad Iqbal 

(b) Shaukat Ali 

(c) Muhammad Ali Jinnah 

(d) Maulana Azad 

Ans : (a) Sir Muhammad Iqbal 

4.During the British India, how many provinces were there? 
a. Six (b) Eight 
(c)  Seven (d) Nine 

Ans : (b) Eight 

5.Who headed the ‘Oudh Kisan Sabha’ In Awadh? 
a. Subhash Chandra Bose 

b. Madan Mohan Malviya 

c. Bipin  Chadra Pal 

d. Jawaharlal Nehru 

Ans : (d) Jawaharlal Nehru 

6.This sense of collective belonging came partly through 
a. united struggles (b) peace struggles 

(c)  individual struggles (d) None of these 

Ans : (a) united struggles 
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7.In Which continent, modern nationalism came to be associated with the formation of nation-state? 
a. Australia (b Europe 

(c)  North America (d) Africa 

Ans : (b) Europe 

8.What was not used as a new link which redefined the boundaries of communities and the making of 

the new national entity? 
a. New symbols (b) New songs and ideas 

                  (c)  Icons (d) Customs  

Ans : (d) Customs 

9.From which  year,  the  National  Movement  spread to new areas incorporating new social groups 

and developing new modes of struggle? 
(a)  1914 (b) 1916 
(c)  1919 (d) 1918 

Ans : (c) 1919 

10.What created a new economic and political situation in India during 1913-1918? 
a. War (b) Femine 

(c)  Peace (d) Flood 

Ans : (a) War 

11.When did Mahatma Gandhi return to India? 
a. January 1912 (b) January 1914 
c.January 1913 (d)  January 1915 

Ans : (d) January 1915 

12.When was the Non-cooperation Khilafat Movement begin in India? 
a. January 1919 (b) January 1921 

(c)  February 1920 (d) February 1922 

Ans : (b) January 1921 

13.Which class was mainly involved initially in Non- cooperation Khilafat Movement? 
a. Elite class (b) Lower class 

(c)  Middle class (d) All of the above 

Ans : (c) Middle class 

14.Which province did not boycott the council election? 
a. Madras (b) Ahmedabad 

(c)  Hyderabad (d) Lucknow 

Ans : (a) Madras 

15.A militant Guerrila movement spread in: 
a. Garo hills (b) Khasi hills 

(c)  Gudem hills (d) None of the above 

Ans : (c) Gudem hills 

16.What did the Rowlatt Act, 1919 presume? 
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               a. Detention of political prisoners without trial 

b. Forced recruitment in the army 

c. Forced manual labour 

d. Equal pay for equal work 

Ans : (a) Detention of political prisoners without trial 

17.What did the term ‘picket’ refer to? 

a.Stealing from shops 

b. Import of goods 

c. Protest by blocking shop entrances 

d. Boycott of clothes and goods 

Ans : (a) Stealing from shops 

18.Where was Gandhi’s ashram located? 
a. Dandi (b) Sabarmati 

(c)  Allahabad (d) Nagpur 

Ans : (b) Sabarmati 

19.Oudh Kisan Sabha was set up and headed by: 
a. Jawaharlal Nehru (b) Mahatma Gandhi 

(c) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
d. None of these 

Ans : (a) Jawaharlal Nehru 

20.In Awadh, peasants were led by which sanyasi who had earlier been to Fiji, as an indentured 

labourer? 
a. Baba Ramdev (b) Baba Nagarjuna 

(c)  Baba Ramchandra (d) Baba Parmanand 

Ans : (c) Baba Ramchandra 

21.The nation is most often symbolised in which of the forms? 
a. History and fiction (b) Figures or images 

(c)  Popular prints (d) Folklore or songs 

Ans : (b) Figures or images 

22.With the growth of nationalism, who created the image of Bharat Mata in the 20th Century? 
a. Nand Lal Bose 

b. Abanindranath Tagore 

c. Rabindranath Tagore 

d. Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay 

Ans : (d) Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay 

23.In late 19th century India, which ideas was revived through a movement to develop nationalism? 
a. Figure or images (b) Popular Prints 

(c)  History and fictions (d) Folklore or songs 

Ans : (d) Folklore or songs 



 

WORKED FROM HOME 

24.Who himself took interest to revive folklore in West Bengal? 
a. Rabindranath Tagore 

b. Bankim Chandra Chattpadhyay 

c. Abanindranath Tagore 

d. All of the above 

Ans : (a) Rabindranath Tagore 

25.What was the effect of the Non-cooperation movement on the plantation workers in Assam? 
b. They left the plantations and headed home. 

c. They went on a strike. 

d. They destroyed the plantations. 

e. None of these 

Ans : (a) They left the plantations and headed home. 

26.What was the main problem with the Simon Commission? 
a. It was an all British commission. 

b.It was formed in Britain. 

c.It was set up in response to the nationalist movement. 

d.All of the above 

Ans : (a) It was an all British commission. 
 

27.Who was the writer of the book ‘Hind Swaraj’? 
(a) Rabindranath Tagore 
(b) B.R. Ambedkar 
(c) Mahatma Gandhi 
(d) Jawahar Lai Nehru 

Answer: c 

 
28.Khilafat Committee was formed in 1919 in the city of 
(a) Bombay 
(b) Calcutta 
(c) Lucknow 
(d) Amritsar 

Answer: a 

29.The Non-cooperation Khilafat Movement began in 

(a) January 1921 
(b) February 1922 
(c) December 1929 
(d) April 1919 
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Answer: a 

30.Which of the following was the reason for calling off the Non-cooperation Movement by 

Gandhiji? 
(a) Pressure from the British Government 
(b) Second Round Table Conference 
(c) Gandhiji’s arrest 
(d) Chauri-Chaura incident 
Answer: d 

31.Baba Ramchandra, a sanyasi, was the leader of which of the following movements? 

(a) Khilafat Movement 
(b) Militant Guerrilla Movement of Andhra Pradesh 
(c) Peasants’ Movement of Awadh 
(d) Plantation Workers’ Movement in Assam 
Answer: c 

32.Who set up the ‘Oudh Kisan Sabha’? 

(a) Alluri Sitaram Raju 
(b) Jawahar Lai Nehru and Baba Ramchandra 
(c) Jawaharlal Nehru and Shaukat Ali 
(d) Mahatma Gandhi 
Answer: b 

33.Under the presidency of Jawahahar Lai Nehru, the Lahore Congress Session of 1929 

formalised the demand of 
(a) abolition of Salt Tax 
(b) ‘Puma Swaraj’ or complete independence 
(c) boycott of Simon Commission 
(d) separate electorate for the ‘dalits’ 
Answer: b 

34.The ‘Simon Commission’ was boycotted because 

(a) there was no British Member in the Commission. 
(b) it demanded separate electorates for Hindus and Muslims. 
(c) there was no Indian Member in the Commission. 
(d) it favoured the Muslims over the Hindus. 
Answer: c 

35.A form of demonstration used in the Non-cooperation Movement in which people block 

the entrance to a shop, factory or office is 
(a) Boycott 
(b) Begar 
(c) Picketing 
(d) Bandh 
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Answer: c 

36.Who formed the ‘Swaraj Party’ within the Congress? 

(a) Jawahar Lai Nehru and Motilal Nehru 
(b) Abdul Ghaffar Khan and Mahatma Gandhi 
(c) Jawahar Lai Nehru and Subhas Chandra Bose 
(d) C.R. Das and Motilal Nehru 
Answer 

Answer: d 

37.Who founded the ‘Depressed Classes Association’ in 1930? 

(a) Alluri Sitaram Raju 
(b) C.R. Das 
(c) M.R. Jayakar 
(d) Dr B.R. Ambedkar 
Answer 

Answer: d 

38.Which party did not boycott the Council elections held in the year 1921? 
(a) Swaraj Party 
(b) Justice Party 
(c) Muslim League 
(d) Congress Party 

Answer 

(b) Justice Party 

FILL UPS 

DIRECTION : Complete the following statements with appropriate word(s). 

1. was known as ‘Lion of Punjab’. 

Ans : Lala Lajpat Rai 

2. Mahatma Gandhi return to India in 1915 from ......... . 

Ans : South Africa 

3. Due to a violent incident in .......... , Gandhiji called off the Non-cooperation 
Movement. 

Ans : Chauri-Chaura 

4. In .......... movement, women participated in large numbers for the first time. 

Ans : Civil Disobedience 

5. Gandhiji called Dalits as .......... . 

Ans : Harijans 
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TRUE OR FALSE 

DIRECTION : Read each of the following statements and write if it is true or false. 

1. Colonial exploitation under the British rule was the important factor of nationalism 
in Europe. 

Ans : False 

2. Baba Ramchandra led the Civil Disobedience movement. 

Ans : False 

3. Alluri Sitaram Raju was the leader of militant Guerilla Movement in the Gudem Hills. 

Ans : True 

4. The Rowlatt Act gave the British Government power to suppress political activity. 

Ans : True 

5. 300 miles were covered in Gandhiji’s Salt March. 

Ans : False 
 

ASSERTION AND REASON 

DIRECTION : Mark the option which is most suitable : 

(a) If both assertion and reason are true and reason is the correct explanation of 
assertion. 

(b) If both assertion and reason are true but reason is not the correct explanation of 
assertion. 

(c) If assertion is true but reason is false. 

(d) If both assertion and reason are false. 

Assertion : In 1917, Gandhiji organised a satyagraha to support the peasants of the Kheda district of 

Gujarat. 
Reason : The peasants were affected by crop failure and plague epidemic. They could not pay 

the revenue and were demanding that revenue collection be relaxed. 

Ans : (a) Both assertion and reason are true and reason is the correct explanation of 

assertion. * 

The peasants wanted that their revenue collection be relaxed because they were at a 
complete loss because of the epidemic. Gandhiji came forward and organized a 
Satyagraha to provide them with a platform to raise their voice. 

Assertion : The council elections were boycotted in most provinces except Madras. 

Reason : In many places, merchants and traders refused to trade in foreign goods or finance 

foreign trade. 

Ans : (b) Both assertion and reason are true but reason is not the correct explanation 

of assertion. 

The council elections were boycotted in most provinces except Madras, where Justice 
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Party, the party of the non-Brahmins, felt that entering the council was one way of 
gaining some power, something that usually only Brahmins had access to. 
Therefore, both assertion and reason are true but reason is not the correct 
explanation of assertion. 

Assertion : The Non-Cooperation Movement gradually slowed down for a variety of reasons in the 

cities.  

Reason : As the boycott movement spread, and people began discarding imported clothes and 

wearing only Indian ones, production of Indian textile mills and handlooms went up. 

Ans : (b) Both assertion and reason are true but reason is not the correct explanation 

of assertion. 

Khadi cloth was often more expensive than mass- produced mill cloth and poor 
people could not afford to buy it. Non-cooperation Movement was gradually turning 
violent, some leaders were by now, very tired of mass struggle, that is now it lost 
momentum. 
Therefore, both assertion and reason are true but the reason is not the correct 
explanation of assertion. 

Assertion : In Awadh, the peasants were led by Alluri Sitaram Raju. 
Reason : The movement here was against Oudh Kisan Sabha. 

Ans : (d) Both assertion and reason are false. 

In Awadh, the peasants were led by Baba Ramchandra, a sanyasi who had earlier 
been to Fiji as indentured labourer. The movement here was against talukdars and 
landlords who demanded from peasants exorbitantly high rents and a variety of other 
cesses. Thus, both the assertion and the reason are wrong. 

Assertion : When Simon Commission arrived in India, it was greeted with the slogan ‘Go back Simon’.  

Reason : This happened as Mahatma Gandhi was on Dandi March during that time. 

Ans : (c) Assertion is true but reason is false. 

The Simon Commission was greeted with the slogan ‘Go back Simon’ because it did 
not have a single Indian member. They were all British but had come to look into 
the functioning of the constitutional system in India and suggest changes. Gandhiji 
went on Dandi March on 11 March 1930. The reason thus does not explain the 
assertion. 

Assertion : Gandhiji entered into Gandhi-Irwin Pact on 5 March 1931. 

Reason : Ghaffar Khan and Jawaharlal Nehru were both put in jail, the Congress was 

declared illegal, and a series of measures had been imposed to prevent meetings, 
demonstrations and boycotts. 

Ans : (b) Both assertion and reason are true but reason is not the correct 

explanation of assertion. 

With the signing of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact, Gandhiji consented to participate in the 
Round Table Conference in London. However, the negotiations broke down and 
Gandhiji returned to India disappointed. New repressive measures by the 
government declared the Congress illegal and put Ghaffar Khan and Jawaharlal 
Nehru into jail. Both assertion and reason are true but reason is not the correct 
explanation of assertion. 
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Assertion : Rich peasants became enthusiastic supporters of the Civil Disobedience Movement, 

organising their communities and at times forcing reluctant members to participate in the boycott 

programmes. 
Reason : However, they were deeply happy when the movement was called off in 1931 with 

revenue rates being lowered. 

Ans : (c) Assertion is true but reason is false. 

The peasants were deeply disappointed when the Civil Disobedience Movement was 
called off in 1931 without revenue rates being revised. They wanted the revenue 
rates revised and were thus actively participating in the movement but were deeply 
hurt when they could not achieve the same. Therefore, The assertion is true but 
reason is false. 

Assertion : Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote ‘Vande  Mataram’ as a hymn to the motherland 

and  it was later included in his novel Anandamath and widely sung during the Swadeshi 

movement. 

Reason : Rabindranath Tagore painted his famous image of Bharat Mata, which is portrayed 

as an ascetic figure, who is calm, composed, divine and spiritual. 

Ans : (d) Both assertion and reason are false. 
It was in the twentieth century, with the growth of nationalism, that the identity of India came to be 
visually associated with the image of Bharat Mata. The image of Bharat Mata acquired many different 
forms, as it circulated in popular prints, and was painted by different artists. Devotion to this mother 
figure came to be seen as evidence of one’s nationalism, but this does not explain why he wrote ‘ 
Vande Mataram’. Thus both of them are true, but reason is not the correct explanation of the 
assertion. 
 

ONE MARK QUESTION 

1. Name the writer of the novel Anandamath. 

Ans :  

Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay is the writer of the novel Anandamath. 

2. Name the writer of the book ‘Hind Swaraj’. 

Ans :  

Mahatma Gandhi is the writer of the book Hind Swaraj. 

3. Who wrote the song ‘Vande Mataram’ ? 

Ans :  

The song Wande Matram’ was written by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay. 

4. State the slogan with which Simon Commission was greeted in 1928 in India. 

Ans :  

Simon Commission arrived in India and was greeted with the slogan ‘Simon go 
back’. 
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TEST YOURSELF  
(Answer key given at the last) 

 

Q1. When did Mahatma Gandhi return to India from South Africa? 
A. 1920 
B. 1915 
C. 1921 
D. 1914 
  
Q2. What did the idea of Satyagraha emphasise ? 
A. the power of truth and the need to search for truth, and physical force was not necessary 
to fight the oppressor 
B. need to search for truth, and use physical force 
C. fight with arguments and violence 
D. agitation and violence 
  
Q3. Which areas did Gandhi organise the satyagraha? 
A.Champaran in Bihar and Ahmedabad 
B. Champaran in Bihar, Kheda district of Gujarat, Ahmedabad 
C. Kheda district of Gujarat, Ahmedabad 
D. Champaran in Bihar, Kheda district of Gujarat 
  
Q4. What was the Rowlatt Act of 1919? 
A. detention after trial for 3 years 
B. no hearing of cases 
C. detention of prisoners for 3 years without trial 
D. allowed detention of political prisoners without trial for two years 
  
Q5. When did the infamous Jallianwalla Bagh incident take place? 
A. 13 April, 1919 
B. !0 April 1920 
C. 10 April. 1919 
D. 13 April 1920 
  
Q6. Which British officer open- fired at the Jallianwala Bagh congregation ? 
A. Sir John Simon 
B. General Dyer 
C. Montgomery 
D. Mountbatten 
  
Q7. When and where was the Khilafat Committee formed? 
A. February 1920 Bombay 
B. March 1918, Gujarat 
C.January 1919, Bombay 
D. March 1919 Bombay 
  
Q8. What actions were taken during the Non Cooperation Movement ? 
A. the surrender of titles that the government awarded, and a boycott of civil services, army, 
police, courts and legislative councils, schools, and foreign goods. 
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B. Boycott of foriegn goods and services 
C. Surrender of titles that the government awarded. 
D. boycott of civil services, army, police, courts and legislative councils, schools, and foreign 
goods 
  
Q9. Which two muslim brothers supported the movement along with Gandhi? 
A. Arbaaz Ali and Shujaat Ali 
B. Muhammad Ali and Shaukat Ali 
C. Arbaaz Ali and Shaukat Ali 
D. Shujaat Ali and Muhammad Ali 
  
Q10. When did the Non-Cooperation-Khilafat Movement begin? 
A. 1920 
B. 1919 
C. 1921 
D. 1922 
  
Q11. What were the effects of the Non Cooperation movement On the economic front? 
A. Foreign goods were boycotted, liquor shops picketed, and foreign cloth burnt in huge 
bonfires, started wearing Indian clothes. 
B. Economy fell 
C. people did not take united action 
D. Financing foriegn goods continued 
Q12. What is the meaning of picket? 
A. Foreign goods were burnt 
B.Non financing of foriegn imports 
C.wearing only Indian clothes 
D.A form of demonstration or protest by which people block the entrance to a shop, factory 
or office 
  
Q13. Why did the movement slow down? 
A. Lack of unity amongst the people 
B. the British overpowered it 
C. Handmade Indian goods like Khadi worked out more expensive and time consuming than 
mill made goods 
D. People did not give up ob foriegn goods 
  
Q14. What was the ‘begar’ system? 
A. Labour that villagers were forced to contribute without any payment 
B. labour was paid some percentage of payment 
C. baour was done in exchange of other goods 
D. large revenue was collected from the labour 
  
Q15. What was the Inland Emigration Act of 1859 about? 
A. Relaxation towards the plantation workers in Assam 
B. plantation workers were not permitted to leave the tea gardens without permission 
C. free mobility for the plantation workers 
D. workers defied the authorities and left the plantations 
  
Q16. When was the Non cooperation movement halted by Mahatma Gandhi and why? 
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A. 1921 due to non participation of the people 
B. 1923 too much stress by the British 
C. 1922 due the Chauri Chaura incident at Gorakhpur 
D. 1920 too many people being killed 
  
Q17. Why was the Simon Commission set up by the British? 
A. it was too manage all civil administration in India 
B. It came for financial and business issues 
C.it came to make peace on various issues 
D. the commission was to look into the functioning of the constitutional system in India and 
suggest changes. 
  
Q18. When did the Simon Commission arrive in India and how was it received by the 
Indians? 
A. 1928, by the slogan ‘Simon go Back’ 
B. 1927, it was welcomed 
C. 1929, there was a mixed response 
D. 1930, people were forced to accept it 
  
Q19. Who announced a ‘Dominion Status” for India and when? 
A. Sir John Simon, 1929 
B. General Dyer, 1928 
C. Lord Irwin, 1929 
D. Mountbatten 1939 
  
Q20. When did the Lahore Congress, under the presidency of Jawaharlal Nehru, formalise 
the demand of ‘Purna Swaraj’ or full independence for India? 
A. June 1929 
B. December 1929 
C. December 1930 
D. October 1928 
  
Q21. What was the cause of the Salt March by Gandhi and his companions? 
A. Salt was unevenly distributed 
B. because of the demand to abolish the salt tax 
C. part of the swaraj movement 
D. people could not afford salt 
  
Q22. What happened when Abdul Ghaffar Khan, a devout disciple of Mahatma Gandhi, was 
arrested in April 1930? 
A. there meetings held by the Congress leaders 
B. he was executed 
C. Agitation started in different places 
D. angry crowds demonstrated in the streets of Peshawar, facing armoured cars and police 
firing, many were killed. 
  
Q23. What happened according to the Gandhi-Irwin pact of 1931? 
A. Gandhiji consented to participate in a Round Table Conference, in London and the 
government agreed to release the political prisoners. 
B. Salt tax was demolished 
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C. peace talks took place between Gandhiji and Irwin 
D. there was discontentment according to the pact. 
  
Q24. Was the Round Table Conference in London successful for Gandhi? 
A. Yes, the demands were agreed to 
B. Partial agreements were made 
C. No, the negotiations broke down and Gandhi returned disappointed. 
D. Gandhi was treated disrespectfully 
  
Q25. Who were the leaders of the HSRA (Hindustan Socialist Republican Army) formed in 
1928? 
A. Bhagat Singh and Batukeswar Dutta 
B. Bhagat Singh, Jatin Das and Ajoy Ghosh 
C. Batukeswar Dutta, Jatin Das and Ajoy Ghosh 
D. Jatin Das and Ajoy Ghosh 
  
Q26. In April 1929, who threw a bomb in the Legislative Assembly? 
A.Bhagat Singh, Jatin Das 
B.Jatin Das and Ajoy Ghosh 
C.Batukeshwar Dutta, Jatin Das 
D.Bhagat Singh and Batukeswar Dutta 
Ans. D 
Q27. Which organizations did the Indian merchants and industrialists form to organise 
business interests in India? 
A. Indian Industrial and Commercial Congress 
B. Federation of the Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industries (FICCI) 
C. Did not form any organization 
D. Both A and B 
  
Q28. What was the motive of these business organizations? 
A. the industrialists attacked colonial control over the Indian economy, and supported the 
Civil Disobedience Movement 
B. to make more profits for the Indian businessmen 
C. to work according to foreign policy 
D. profit only for the merchant, low wages for workers 
  
Q29. Who organised the dalits into the Depressed Classes Association in 1930? 
A. Jawahar lal Nehru 
B. Mahatma Gandhi 
C. Dr. B R Ambedkar 
D. Shaukat Ali 
  
Q30. Did the British government agree with Ambedkar’s demand for separate electorates for 
dalits? 
A. No 
B. Yes 
C. not immediately 
D. laid many conditions 
  
Q31. What important difference had occurred between Congress and the Muslim League in 
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the late 1920s? 
A. Communal hatred 
B. Muslms saw themselves as a minority 
C. the question of representation of the Muslims in the future assemblies that were to be 
elected 
D. Hindus ignored the Muslims 
  
Q32. Muhammad Ali Jinnah , was willing to give up the demand for separate electorates, if 
…………………… 
A. Hindus showed minority 
B. Muslims were assured reserved seats in the Central Assembly and representation in 
proportion to population in the Muslim-dominated provinces (Bengal and Punjab) 
C. If the Hindu Mahasabha took a backseat 
D. Muslims to be given majority electorates 
Q33. Who painted the famous image of Bharat Mata in 1905? 
A. Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay 
B. Ravi Varma 
C. Abanindranath Tagore 
D. Bankim Chandra Chatterjee 
  
Q34. Who wrote Vande Mataram ? 
A. Bankim Chandra Chattopadhya 
B. Abanindranath Tagore 
C. Rabindranath Tagore 
D. Ravi Varma 
  
Q35. Which famous writer from Bengal led the movement for folklore as part of Nationalism? 
A. Abanindranath Tagore 
B. Bankim Chandra Chattopadhya 
C. Rabindranath Tagore 
D. Bankim Chandra Chatterjee 
  
Q36. Who believed that folklore was national literature; it was ‘the most trustworthy 
manifestation of people’s real thoughts and characteristics’. 
A. Rabindranath Tagore 
B. Mahatma Gandhi 
C. Natesa Sastri 
D. Abanindranath Tagore 
  
Q37. During the Swadeshi movement in Bengal, a tricolour flag was designed, which three 
colors were used? 
A. red, green and yellow 
B. red, green, saffron 
C. saffron, white, green 
D. green, red, white 
  
Q38. The flag had 8 lotuses on it , what did they represent? 
A. 8 Bengal cities 
B. 8 Indian States 
C. 8 provinces of British India 



 

WORKED FROM HOME 

D. 8 Independent states for the future 
  
Q39. What did the Crescent moon on the flag represent? 
A. light for the nation 
B. Hindus & Muslims 
C. unity of the nation 
D. Muslim representation 
  
Q40. What was the design of the Swaraj Flag created by Gandhi in 1921? 
A. tricolour – red, green and yellow 
B. tricolour (red, green and white) and had a spinning wheel in the centre 
C. tricolour -red, green, saffron 
D. tricolour -red, green, saffron and a crescent moon 
Ans. B 
Q41. What was the significance of the spinning wheel in the Flag created by Gandhi? 
A. representing Swaraj 
B. represented the Gandhian ideal of self-help 
C. reference to swadeshi 
D. to boycott the foriegn goods 
  
Q42. Which was the other way of creating the feeling of Nationalism in the people? 
A. through reinterpretation of history 
B. by writing more books 
C. by creating more works of art 
D. by creating more folklore 
  
Q43. What image had the Britishers created of the Indians? 
A. a bunch of extremists 
B. backward and primitive, incapable of governing themselves 
C. uneducated and helpless 
D. struggling freedom fighters 
  
Q44. What did the Indians do in response to this image? 
A. they retaliated back 
B. they wrote about the glorious developments in ancient times when art and architecture, 
science and mathematics, religion and culture, law and philosophy, crafts and trade had 
flourished 
C. they admitted to it 
D. they wrote against the Britishers 
  
Q45. When did the Quit India movement take place? 
A. 1940 
B 1941 
C 1943 
D. 1942 
  
Q46. What was the resolution of the Quit India Movement? 
A. resolution demanding the immediate transfer of power to Indians and quit India. 
B. demanding freedom for India 
C. demanding voting rights 
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D. demanding equal electorates 
  
Q47. On 8 August 1942 in Bombay, the All India Congress Committee endorsed the 
resolution which called for a ………………mass struggle on the widest possible scale. 
A. violent 
B.non-violent 
C. active 
D passive 
  
Q48. It was on this occasion ( ref q47) that Gandhiji delivered the famous………….. speech. 
A. ‘Do or Die’ 
B. ‘live and let live’ 
C. ‘call to the masses’ 
D. Boo to the British’ 
  
Q49. What sort of actions were taken by the people during the Quit India movement? 
A. people were passive and did not do much 
B. extreme non violent actions were taken 
C. hartals, and demonstrations and processions were accompanied by national songs and 
slogans. 
D. everything was dependent on political leaders 
  
Q50. How long did it take the British to suppress the movement? 
A. three months 
B. six months 
C. almost a year 
D. more than a year 
  

ANSWER KEY 
 

Q.No. Answer Q. No. Answer Q. No. Answer 

1 B 21 B 41 B 

2 A 22 D 42 A 

3 B 23 A 43 B 

4 D 24 C 44 B 

5 A 25 B 45 D 

6 B 26 D 46 A 



 

WORKED FROM HOME 

7 D 27 D 47 B 

8 A 28 A 48 A 

9 B 29 C 49 C 

10 C 30 B 50 D 

11 A 31 C     

12 D 32 B     

13 C 33 C     

14 A 34 A     

15 B 35 C     

16 C 36 C     

17 D 37 A 
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