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NOTES: 

The Paintings of Mughal Period: 

Abu’l Fazl described painting as a ‘magical art’, but the production of painting was largely criticised 

by the Ulama, as it was prohibited by the Quran as well as by the ‘hadis’. 

• Hadis described life event of Prophet Muhammad which restricted the deception of living 

beings as they regarded it as function of God. 

• The Safavid kings and the Mughal Emperors patronised the finest artists like Bihzad, Mir Sayyid 

Ali, Abdus Samad, etc. 

Historical Text of Mughals: Akbar Nama and the Badshah.Nama: 

• The Akbar Nama written by Abu’l Fazl is divided into three books, of which the third one is Ain-i 

Akbari which provided a detailed description of Akbar’s regime. 

• The Badshah Nama was written by Abul Hamid Lahori about the reign of Shahjahan. Later, it 

was revised by Sadullah Khan. 

• The Asiatic Society of Bengal founded by Sir William Jones in 1784 undertook the editing, 

printing and translation of many Indian manuscripts, including Akbar Nama and Badshah Nama. 

The Ideal Kingdom of Mughal Empire: 

• Iranian Sufi thinker Suhrawardi developed the idea that there was a hierarchy in which the 

Divine Light was transmitted to the king who then became the source of spiritual guidance for 

his subjects. 

• The Mughal artists, from the 17th century onwards began to portray emperor wearing the 

haloto symbolise the light of God. 

• Abu’l Fazl described the ideal of Sulh-i kul (absolute peace) as the cornerstone of enlightened 

rule. 

• In sulh-i kul all religions and schools of thought had freedom of expression but they did not 

undermine the authority of the state or fight among themselves. 

• Akbar abolished the discriminating pilgrimage tax in 1563 and Jizya in 1564. 

• Abu’l Fazl defined sovereignty as a social contract i.e., the emperor protected life, property, 

honour and faith and in return demanded obedience and a share of resources. 

Capitals and Courts of the Mughals: 

• The capital cities of the Mughals frequently shifted during the 16th and 17th centuries. 

• Babur took over the Lodhi capital of Agra. 

• In 1570, Akbar decided to build a new capital, Fatehpur Sikri. 



 

 

• Akbar commissioned the construction of a white marble tomb for Shaikh Salim Chisthi at Sikri. 

He also constructed Buland Darwaza here after the victory in Gujarat. 

• In 1585 the capital was shifted to Lahore to bring the North-West in control and to watch the 

frontier. 

• In 1648, under the rule of Shah Jahan, the capital was transferred to Shahjahanabad with the 

Red Fort, the Jama Masjid, the Chandni Chowk and spacious homes for the nobility. 

• In Mughal Court, status was determined by spatial proximity to the king. 

• Once the emperor sat on the throne, no one was permitted to move from his position without 

permission. 

• The forms of salutation to the ruler indicated the person’s status in the hierarchy. 

• The emperor began his day at sunrise with personal religious devotions and then appeared on a 

small balcony, the jharoka for the view (darshan) of his subjects. 

• After that the emperor walked to the public hall of audience (Diwan-i-am) to conduct the 

primary business of his government. 

• The Mughal kings celebrated three major festivals in a year i.e. the solar and lunar 

• birthdays of the Monarch and Nauroz, the Iranian New Year on the vernal equinox. 

• Grand titles were adopted by the Mughal emperors at the time of coronation or after a victory. 

• The titles like Asaf Khan, Mirza Raja were given to the nobles. 

• Whenever a courtier met with the emperor, he had to offer nazr (a small amount of money) or 

peshkash (a large amount of money). 

The Mughal Household: 

• The term ‘harem’ was used to refer to the domestic world of the Mughals. 

• The Mughal household consisted of the emperor’s wives and concubines, his near and distant 

relatives (mother, step-and foster-mothers, sisters, daughters, daughters-in-law, aunts, 

children, etc) and female servants and slaves. 

• Polygamy was practised widely by the ruling class. 

• Both the Rajputs and the Mughals took marriage as a way at cementing political relationships 

and forging alliances. 

• After Noor Jahan, Mughal queens and princesses began to control significant financial 

resources. 

• The bazaar of Chandni Chowk was designed by Jahanara. 

• Gulbadan Begum, daughter of Babur wrote ‘Humayun Nama’ which was considered as an 

important source of Mughal Empire. 

 Very Short Answer Type 

Q. 1.Who was the first ruler of the Mughal Empire? 

Answer: Babur was the first Mughal King. 

Q.2.How did Babur relate to Ghenghiz Khan? 

Answer: Babur was related to Ghenghiz Khan from his mother’s side. 

Q.3.Name few of the successors of Babur. 

Answer: Humayun, Akbar, Jahangir, Shahjahan, Aurangzeb etc. 

Q. 4Who gave a defeat to Humayun? 



 

 

Answer: Sher Shah Suri defeat Humayun. 

Q. 5.Who is considered as the greatest Mughal Empire? 

Answer: Akbar is considered as the greatest Mughal Empire. 

Q. 6.Who was the last powerful Mughal Emperor? 

Answer: Aurangzeb was the last powerful Mughal Emperor. 

Q. 7.Name few of the Chronicles prepared during the Mughal Empire? 

Answer: Baburnama, Akbarnama, Shahjahannama, Alamgirnama etc. 

Q. 8.In which language most of the Chronicles were written in the Mughal period? 

Answer: In Persian language. 

Q. 9.What was the .centre of manuscript production during the Mughal empire? 

Answer: Kitabkhana was the centre of manuscript production during the Mughal Empire. 

Q. 10.What was the Nastaliq? 

Answer: It was a style of calligraphy, a fluid style with long horizontal strokes. 

Q. 11.In how many books, the Akbarnama is divided? 

Answer: Akbarnama is divided into three books and the third book is Akbarnama. 

TEXT BOOK QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS: 

1. Describe the process of manuscript production in the Mughal court. 

Ans: Process of manuscript production in the Mughal court included the following: 

(a) Paper-maker’s responsibility was to prepare the folios of the manuscript. 

(b) Skill write, i.e. scribes or calligrapher copied the texts. 

(c) Guilders, illuminated the pages of the manuscript. 

(d) Miniature painter illustrated the scene from the text. 

(e) The book binders gathered the folio and gave it to the original shape of a book. 

2. In what ways would the daily routine and special festivities associated with the Mughal court have 

conveyed a sense of the power of the emperor? 

Ans: The daily routine and special festivities associated with the Mughal court would have conveyed 

a sense of the power of the emperor in the following ways : 

1. The emperor, after personal religious prayers, appeared on a small balcony for Jharoka 

darshan, before a crowd of people for darshan of the emperor. The Jharoka darshan was 

introduced by Akbar with the objective of broadening the acceptance of the imperial 

authority as part of the popular faith. 

2. The focus of the physical arrangement of the court was on the sovereign. It mirrored his 

status as the heart of society. Its centrepiece was, therefore, the throne, the takht which gave 



 

 

physical form to the function of the sovereign as pillar. 

3. The rules regarding status of the Mughal elites were laid down with great precision. In court, 

status was determined by spatial proximity to the emperor. 

4. Once the emperor sat on the throne, no one was permitted to move from his position or to 

leave without permission. 

5. Whenever the court or darbar was held, all who had admittance were required to make the 

kornish. 

6. The forms of salutation to the ruler indicated the person’s status in the hierarchy. Deeper 

prostration represented higher status. 

7. The diplomatic envoys like ambassador were expected to offer an acceptable form of greeting 

— either by bowing deeply or kissing the ground or else to follow the Persian custom of 

clasping one’s hands in front of the chest. 

8. Special occasions such as Id, Shab-i barat anniversary of accession to the throne, festivals — 

the solar and lunar birthdays of the monarch were celebrated in such a way that left 

tremendous impression on visitors. 

9. Grand titles were adopted by the Mughal emperors at the time of coronation or after a victory 

over an enemy. 

10. Mughal coins carried the full title of the reigning emperor with regal protocal. 

11. A courtier always approached the emperor with gifts. He generally offered a small sum of 

money (nazr) or a large amount (peshkash). 

12. Even in diplomatic relations, gifts were regarded as a sign of honour and respect. 

3. Assess the role played by women of the imperial household in the Mughal Empire 

Ans: (i) The term “haram” is used to describe the domestic world of the Mughals. This word is taken 

from the Persian word haram, which means a sacred place. 

 

(ii) The Mughal household consisted of the emperor’s wives and concubines, his near and distant 

relatives (mother, step- and foster-mothers, sisters, daughters, daughters-in-law, aunts, children, 

etc.), and female servants and slaves. 

(iii) Polygamy was practised widely in the Indian subcontinent, especially among the ruling groups. 

Both for the Rajput clans as well as the Mughals marriage was a way of cementing political 

relationships and forging alliances. 

 

(iv) The gift of territory was often accompanied by the gift of a daughter in marriage. This ensured a 

continuing hierarchical relationship between ruling groups. It was through the link of marriage and 

the relationships that developed as a result that the Mughals were able to form a vast kinship 

network that linked them to important groups and helped to hold a vast empire together. 

 

(v) In the Mughal household a distinction was maintained between wives who came from royal 

families (begams), and other wives (aghas) who were not of noble birth. 

(vi) The begams, married after receiving huge amounts of cash and valuables as dowry (maahr), 

naturally received a higher status and greater attention from their husbands than did aghas. The 

concubines (aghacha or the lesser agha) occupied the lowest position in the hierarchy of females 

intimately related to royalty. 

(vii) The agha and the aghacha could rise to the position of a begam depending on the husband’s will, 

and provided that he did not already have four wives. 

 



 

 

(viii) Love and motherhood played important roles in elevating such women to the status of legally 

wedded wives. Apart from wives, numerous male and female slaves populated the Mughal 

Household. The tasks they performed varied from the most mundane to those requiring skill, tact 

and intelligence. 

(xi)Slave eunuchs (khwajasara) moved between the external and internal life of the household as 

guards, servants, and also as agents for women dabbling in commerce. 

4. Discuss, with examples, the distinctive features of Mughal chronicles. 

Ans: (i) Chronicles commissioned by the Mughal emperors are an important source for studying the 

empire and its court. They were written in order to project a vision of an enlightened kingdom to all 

those who came under its umbrella. The authors of Mughal chronicles focused on events-related to 

life of the ruler, their family, the court and nobles, wars and administrative 

system. 

(ii) These chronicles were written in Persian. This language flourished as a language of the court and 

of literary writings, alongside north Indian languages, especially Hindavi and its regional variants. As 

the Mughals were Chaghtai Turks by origin, Turkish was their mother tongue. 

(iii) Chronicles narrating the events of a Mughal emperor’s reign contained, alongside the written 

text, images that described an event in visual form. 

(iv) When scenes or themes in a book were to be given visual expression, the scribe left blank spaces 

on nearby pages; paintings, executed separately by artists, were inserted to accompany what was; 

described in words. 

 


