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What is a finite verb? 

Finite verbs are verbs that have subjects and indicate grammatical tense, person, and 

number. These verbs describe the action of a person, place, or thing in the sentence. 

Unlike other types of verbs, finite verbs do not require another verb in the sentence in 

order to be grammatically correct. 

Here are some examples of finite verbs: 

 “They went to the mall today.” 

 “The outfielder leaped for the baseball.” 

 “Many people travel to the ocean in the summer.” 

 “The sailboat glides over the water.” 

 “The lion is the king of the jungle.” 

 

What is a non-finite verb? 

A non-finite verb cannot serve as the root of an independent clause. In practical 

terms, this means that they don’t serve as the action of a sentence. They also don’t 
have a tense. While the sentence around them may be past, present, or future tense, 

the non-finite verbs themselves are neutral. There are three types of non-finite verbs: 

gerunds, participles, and infinitives. 

 

 

 Gerunds all end in -ing: skiing, reading, dancing, singing, etc. Gerunds act 

like nouns and can serve as subjects or objects of sentences. 

 A participle is is used as an adjective or an adverb. There are two types of 

participle in English: the past and present participles. 

o The present participle also takes the –
ing form: (e.g., writing, singing, and raising). 

o The past participle typically appears like the past tense, but 

some have different forms: (e.g., written, sung and raised). 

 The infinitive is the basic dictionary form of a verb, usually preceded by to. 

Thus to go is an infinitive. 
 

 

 



Exercises  

A. Read the passage. Classify the verbs into TWO types: finite and non-finite. 

In a large city high school, there was a boys club called the Rangers. 

Its members were boys, active in school affairs and interested in 

winning school elections. Arun was elected to the club. A day before 

the team met to elect a captain for the next year, one of the older 

boys in the club told Arun to vote for a certain boy who was a 

member of the club. Arun has actually thought of voting for his friend, 

Vikas, but he felt that he should be more loyal to the club. 
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B. Fill in the blanks with Infinitive / gerund. 

1. _____________________ (ask) questions is easier than answering 

them. 

2. ____________________ (respect) our parents is our duty. 

3. He is fond of ___________ (play) cricket. 

4. Many men desire ___________________ (make) money quickly. 

5. The ability ___________________ (laugh) is peculiar to mankind. 
 

C. Change the Infinitives into Gerunds in the following sentences. 

1. He likes to study at night. 

2. To play cricket is not easy. 

3. She doesn’t like to tell a lie. 

4. Harshit loves to dance with his friends. 

5. To do exercise everyday is good for health. 
 

D. Identify the non-finite verbs in the following sentences and state their kind 

(Infinitve, Participle Or Gerund). 

1. I want to drink water. 

2. Singing is his favourite pastime. 

3. I am sorry to hear this. 

4. Trespassing is prohibited. 

5. Following his father’s footsteps, he became an advocate.  
 



CONTENT PREPARED AT HOME. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


