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1.Explain any three major problems posed by the First World War in India. 

 

Ans :The national movement in India took a new shape after the end of the First World War. Here onwards the 

national movement incorporated different new social groups and also developed newer modes of struggle. 

a. Due to the First World War the economic and political situation of India was altered. The defence 
expenditure was financed by the war loans, the increased taxes and raising the custom duties. 

b. Introducing the income tax and increased prices of the commodities which caused economic 
hardship for the common people. 

c. For the continuous supply of the soldiers the villages were called upon and recruitment was done 
forcefully. 

d. There was a period of crop failure in many parts of the country which caused acute food shortages 
and millions of people perished due to the famine and the epidemics. 

 

 

2.Why did Gandhiji decide to launch a nationwide Satyagraha against the proposed Rowlatt Act of 1919? How was it 

organized? 

Ans : 

Gandhiji decided to launch a nationwide Satyagraha against the proposed Rowlatt Act 1919 due to the following 
three reasons: 

a. In the year 1919, Gandhiji organized a Satyagraha against the Rowlatt Act which was passed hurriedly by 
the imperial legislative council despite the opposition by the Indian members. 

b. The Rowlatt Act gave enormous power to the government for repressing the political activities. 
c. According to this act the government can detain the political prisoners without trial for a period of two 

years. 

 

 

3.Why did Gandhiji decide to launch a nationwide Satyagraha against the proposed Rowlatt Act 1919 Explain any three 

reasons. 
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Ans : 

Gandhiji decided to launch a nationwide Satyagraha against the proposed Rowlatt Act, 1919 due to the 
following three reasons: 

a. The Rowlatt Act was passed hurriedly by the Imperial Legislative Council despite the opposition 
by the Indian members. 

b. The Rowlatt Act gave enormous power to the government for repressing the political activities. 
c. According to this Act, the government can detain the political prisoners without trial for a 

period of two years. 

 

4. Write down  three suppressive measures taken by the British administration to clamp down on nationalist 
during Rawlatt Satyagraha. 

Ans :  

The three suppressive measures taken by the British administration to clamp down on nationalist were: 

a. To suppress the nationalist the British administration picked up the local leaders and barred 
Gandhiji from entering Delhi. 

b. Martial law was imposed. 

c. The Satyagrahis were forced to rub their nose on the ground, crawl on streets and do salute 
to all the Sahibs. People were beaten up and villages were bombed. 

 

 

 

5. Explain the impact of Jallianwalla Bagh incident on the people. 

 

Ans :  

On 10th April 1919, fire was opened by the police in Amritsar on a peaceful procession and Martial law was imposed. 

On 13th April 1919, huge crowd had gathered in the Jallianwalla Bagh. The crowd had two different objectives. 
Some of them gathered  to  protest  the new repressive measures of the government whereas others gathered to 
attend the annual Baisakhi fair.  

Those who came from outside city were not aware of the* martial law. General Dyer entered in the ground, 
closed the exit points and opened fire in which hundreds of innocent people were killed. This was basically done 
to create a feeling of terror in the minds of Satyagrahis. 

 

This infamous incident resulted in strikes, clashes with the police and the government buildings were attacked. This reaction 

of Indians was brutally suppressed by the government as the Satyagrahis were forced to rub their nose on the ground, 

crawl on streets and do salute to all the Sahibs. People were beaten up and villages were bombed. 

 

 

6. How did Gandhiji saw a way to unite the Hindus and Muslims through the Khilafat Committee? 

1.The First World War had ended with the defeat of Ottoman Turkey. And there were rumours that a harsh 

peace treaty was going to be imposed on the Ottoman emperor – the spiritual head of the Islamic world (the 

Khalifa).  

 

2.To defend the Khalifa’s temporal powers, a Khilafat Committee was formed in Bombay in March 1919.  
  

3.A young generation of Muslim leaders like the brothers Muhammad Ali and Shaukat Ali, began discussing 

with Mahatma Gandhi about the possibility of a united mass action on the issue.  

4.Gandhiji saw this as an opportunity to bring Muslims under the umbrella of a unified national movement.  
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 5.At the Calcutta session of the Congress in September 1920, he convinced other leaders of the need to start 

a non-cooperation movement in support of Khilafat as well as for swaraj. 

 

 

 

7. Specify the three fold stages of Non Co-operation Movement proposed by Gandhiji ? 

 It should begin with the surrender of titles that the government awarded.  

 Boycott of civil services, army, police, courts and legislative councils, schools, and foreign goods. 

 Then, in case the government used repression, a full civil disobedience campaign would be launched 

 

8. How did Non-Cooperation Movement start with participation of middle class people in the cities? Explain its impact on 

the economic front.[Delhi 2018] 

Ans : 

a. In January 1921, the non-cooperation Khilafat movement was started in which different social groups participated 

with different aspirations from the Swaraj. This movement was started with the middle class people of the towns and 

cities.  

b. The students left the schools and colleges, the teachers and headmasters resigned and the lawyers gave up their 

practices. 

c.The council elections were also boycotted except in Madras. The Justice Party which was a party of the non-
Brahmins in Madras felt that power can be acquired only through the council elections. 

 

d.The economic effects of the Non¬Cooperation Movement — foreign goods boycotted, liquor shops picketed, foreign 

clothes were burnt, import of the foreign clothes became half, the value of import dropped. 

 

d.Merchants and traders refused the trade of foreign goods, production of Indian mills and handloom rose. 

 

 

9. How did peasants of Awadh use different methods to achieve their goal? Explain. 

Ans :  

a. The Non-Cooperation Movement spread to the countryside where the peasants  and  
the  tribals were taking part in this. Baba Ramachandra was a sanyasi who worked 
as an indentured labourer in Fiji.  

b. A movement was led by him leading the peasants against the talukdars and 
landlords because they demanded very high rents and other cesses from the 

peasants. The peasants were bound to work at the landlord’s farm without any 
payment. Peasants had to do Begar, no security of tenure and also they were evicted 
regularly so that they could not acquire right over the leased land. 

c. The various demands of the peasants in Awadh were - reduction of revenue, 
abolition of Begar and social boycott of oppressive landlords which was 

strengthened by the nai-dhobi bandhs organized by the Awadh panchayats to 
deprive the landlords from the services of the barbers and washermen. 

d. In October 1920, Oudh  Kisan  Sabha  was  set  up  by  Jawahar  Lal  Nehru,  Baba   
Ramachandra and a few others. This is how the Awadh peasants were integrated in 
the process of upcoming wider Non- Cooperation Movement by the Congress.  

e. But the Awadh peasants invoked the name of Mahatma Gandhi to sanction all 
action and aspirations because during the movement they attacked the houses of 
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the talukdars and merchants, looted the bazaars and took over the grain hoards. 
Some of the local leaders told the peasants that Gandhiji had declared not to pay 
taxes and also the land will be redistributed among the poor. 

 

 

10. Who was Alluri Sitaram Raju? Explain his role in inspiring the rebels with Gandhiji’s ideas. 

 

Ans : 

a. In the early 1920s a militant guerrilla movement spread in the Gudem Hills of Andhra 
Pradesh. The Congress never approved such type of movements. This took place because 
the colonial government closed large forest areas and prevented the people from entering 
the forest for the purposes like grazing the cattle, collection of fuelwood and fruits. 

b. The livelihood and the traditional rights of the local people were denied. The revolt began when 
the government forced the hill people to contribute Begar for the road building. 

c. Alluri Sitaram Raju who was the leader of this revolt claimed that he had special powers like 
making correct astrological predictions, healing the people and could survive even bullet shots. 
Therefore the rebels proclaimed him the incarnation of God. 

d. Though Raju favoured the Gandhian styles and greatness and urged people to wear khadi and give 
up drinking but at the same time he asserted the use of force and violence to get India liberated. 

e. The police stations were attacked, British officials were killed and guerrilla warfare continued for 
Swaraj. As a result in the year 1924, Raju was arrested and executed and hence became a folk 
hero. 

 

 

11. The plantation workers in Assam had their own understanding of Mahatma Gandhi and the notion of Swaraj.’ 
Support the statement with arguments. 

 

Ans :  

According to the Inland Emigration Act 1859, the plantation workers in Assam were not allowed to leave the tea 
garden. Therefore, they also joined the Swaraj movement.  

For the plantation workers in Assam, the notion of Swaraj was to get the right of free movement in and out of 
the confined space, retaining a link with the village from which they belong to and also they believed that in 
the Gandhi Raj they would be given land. 

 

 

12. Why did Gandhiji decide to withdraw the Non- Cooperation Movement in February 1922? Explain any three reasons. 
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Ans :  

Gandhiji decided to withdraw the Non-Cooperation Movement in February 1922 due to the following three 
reasons: 

a. The Non-Cooperation Movement was turning violent in many places. 
b. To train the Satyagrahis for mass struggle,  
c. Some of the Congress leaders were not willing to continue the non-cooperation because they were tired 

of the mass struggle, wanted to participate in the council elections and they wanted to criticize the 
British policies within the council. 

 

 

13. Why did the Non Co-operation failed ? 

 The visions of these movements were not defined by the Congress programme. 

  They interpreted the term swaraj in their own ways, imagining it to be a time when all suffering and all 

troubles would be over.  

 They acted in the name of Mahatma Gandhi, or linked their movement to that of the Congress, they were 

identifying with a movement which went beyond the limits of their immediate locality.  

 At Chauri Chaura in Gorakhpur, a peaceful demonstration in a bazaar turned into a violent clash with the 

police.  

Hearing of the incident, Mahatma Gandhji called a halt to the Non-Cooperation Movement.  

 

 

 


