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Microorganism (Extra Questions) 

 

1. It is always suggested that not to eat anything from street hawkers. Why? 

Ans:  Most of street hawkers sells food items in an open area which always get contaminated with the dust 
and flies carrying germs with them. Such an unhygienic condition lead to spoilage of food which when 
consumed can lead to serious illness. 

2. Differentiate between viruses and other microorganisms. 

Ans:  

Viruses Other microbes 

(i) They show the characteristics of living organ-

isms or reproduce only by entering the host or-

ganisms. 

(i) They do not need to enter any host organism to 

reproduce or show any characteristics of life. 

(ii) They are non-cellular microbes. (ii) They are cellular microbes. 

3. What do you mean by food spoilage? 

Ans:  The process in which food is deteriorated to such extent that it does not remain fit for human 
consumption is known as food spoilage. 

4. What role does sugar play in the preservation of food? 

Ans:  The role of sugar in food preservation is significant. By adding sugar in the food item, we reduce 
its moisture content and hence, it stops the growth of the microorganisms. 

5. How are carriers harmful to us? 
 

Ans: Carriers take with them many harmful microorganisms or pathogens. They play a great role in 
transferring these pathogens to a healthy person, by sitting on the food items, or directly transferring 
the pathogens inside the body of a person. Hence they are harmful to us. 



6. What is vaccination? 

Ans: The process of putting a vaccine inside the body of a person in order to produce immunity 
against some disease is called vaccination. 

7. What are antibodies? 

Ans: Whenever any harmful disease-causing microorganism enters the human body, the body 
produces substances to fight with the entered microbe. These substances are called antibodies. 

8. What is the difference between Rhizobium and cyanobacteria in the way of fixing nitrogen for 
the plants? 

Ans: Rhizobium lives in the root nodules of leguminous plants in a symbiotic relationship whereas 
cyanobacteria lives freely in the soil and fixes nitrogen. 

9. Ria thought of making curd. For this, she took lukewarm milk, mixed some curd into it and stir 
well. She kept the mixture in fridge. Next day she observed that curd was not set. Can you tell 
why the curd did not set? 

Ans:  Curd did not set because she kept the mixture in fridge. Lower temperature of fridge retarded the 
growth of Lactobacillus in the mixture. 

10. Why do idli and dosa maker add some yeast or old batter of pervious day to the newly-made 
batter and keep it for one day? 

Ans: For fermentation of idli and dosa yeast or old batter is added. Fermentation makes idli fluffy and 
dosa crispy, and change the flavour. 

11. How are microorganisms useful commercially? 

      Ans: Microorganisms are used for the large scale production of alcohol, wine and acetic acid (vinegar). 

12. How does a housefly transmit diseases? 

Ans: A housefly gets attracted towards garbage and excreta. The harmful microorganisms present in 
excreta and garbage easily stick to its fine array of body hair and are thus, transferred to food stuffs 
whenever they sit on them and a result food gets poisoned. 
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