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ENGLISH 

Time – 3 hrs. Class – IX M.M. – 80 
Date - 10.02.2025 (Monday) 

Name of the student ________________________________________________________ Section _______  

 GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS - 
1. This question paper is divided into four sections. 

2. All questions are compulsory. 

3. Separate instructions are given with each section and 

question, wherever necessary. Read these instructions 

very carefully and follow them. 

4. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while 

answering the questions. 
5. Answer of the MCQ must be written completely along 

with the correct option. 

SECTION - A (Reading Skills - (20 marks) 

Q1.  Read the passage given below.                                                                             

1.  Dirshti was young woman who had always been fascinated by the supernatural. She had 

read countless books and watched numerous documentaries about ghosts and other 

worldly beings. So, when she heard about an abandoned hotel on the outskirts of town that 

was said to be haunted, she knew she had to investigate.  

2.  One night, Dirshti decided to sneak into the dilapidated hotel with a few of her friends. As 

they made their way through the dark, eerie corridors, they heard strange noises and felt 

cold spots. They were convinced that they were not alone.  

3.  Suddenly, they came across a room that was different from the rest. It was filled with old 

cooking equipment and strange symbols etched into the walls. Drishti felt a chill run down 

her spine as she entered the room. She knew that this was where the most paranormal 

activity occurred. As they were examining the room, they heard a loud bang coming from 

the hallway. They froze in fear, not knowing what was coming their way. They could hear 

footsteps approaching, and they knew they had to hide.  

4.  They quickly ducked behind some old shelves as the footsteps grew louder. The sound of 

breathing was getting closer and closer until finally, they saw a figure appear in the 

doorway. It was a man wearing a chef’s hat, with a face that was twisted in a sinister smile. 

Drishti and her friends felt their blood run cold as the man approached them. They could 

feel his cold breath on their faces as he leaned in, whispering in a deep voice, "You shouldn't 

be here."  

5.  Dirshti and her friends were frozen with fear as they stared into the chef's eyes. But 

suddenly, the lights flickered on and the figure disappeared. They looked around the room, 

and everything seemed normal. They had been so scared that they hadn't realized they 

were in a room with faulty wiring.  

6.  Disappointed, they realized that their ghost hunt had been a bust. They left the hotel feeling 

deflated and let down. They had hoped for an exciting, spine-tingling adventure, but all they 

got was a scary moment caused by faulty wiring. As they drove home, they couldn't help but 
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feel foolish for getting so worked up over nothing. They had been so convinced that they 

would find evidence of the paranormal that they had overlooked the simple explanation for 

the noises they had heard.  

7.  Dirshti learned an important lesson that night. Sometimes, the scariest things are the ones 

that we create in our own minds. She realized that she didn't need to chase after the 

supernatural to experience thrills and excitement. The world around her was full of 

mystery and wonder, and she was content to experience it without the need for ghosts and 

ghouls. 

Answer the following questions, based on the passage above. 

(i)  How does the setting contribute to the overall mood and atmosphere of the story?    (1) 

 (a) It creates a sense of nostalgia.  

 (b) It provides a sense of false security.  

 (c) It adds to the suspense in the story.  

 (d) It presents a contrast with the real world. 

(ii)  List two ways, how the disappointment that Drishti and her friends felt after their ghost 

 hunt, is analogous to the feeling of waking up from a dream. Answer in 30 -40 words. (2) 

(iii)  What is the main flaw in Drishti's approach to investigating the haunted hotel?       (1) 

 (a) She was too focused on finding evidence of the paranormal.  

 (b) She was too sceptical and refused to believe in the possibility of ghosts.  

 (c) She relied too heavily on other people's accounts of the supernatural.  

 (d) She didn't take enough precautions to ensure her safety.  

(iv) After which paragraph of the story, would the following paragraph most likely be placed?  (1) 

 They commenced walking through the hotel, Drishti’s torchlight barely illuminating the 

 darkness around her. Suddenly, they heard a loud creaking noise behind them. Drishti 

 whipped around, pointing her flashlight in the direction of the noise. Nothing ! Shaken, they 

 all quickened their pace. 

(v) Briefly explain (in 30-40 words) any two elements that classify the story as scary.      (2) 

(vi) Substitute the underlined word in the following sentence with a phrase / idiom from 

 paragraph 5  that means the same.                                                 (1) 

 The sound of the footsteps outside the door left her petrified and the rasping breathing 

 added to her horror.   

(vii) Complete the sentence appropriately.         (1) 

 If the title, The Hotel Haunting is given to this passage, it would be an inappropriate title, 

 as compared to The Unsettling Encounter at the Abandoned Hotel because __________. 

(viii) State whether the given assertion is TRUE or FALSE.                                                   (1) 

 The reason Drishti and her friends visited the abandoned hotel was to prove the existence 

 of ghosts. 

Q.2  Read the following passage carefully.  

1. I saw 'Jaws', the popular shark movie, the summer it came out, in 1975 and became 

paranoid about sharks. Though I kept swimming after Jaws, it was always with the vague 

fear that a shark's teeth could tug on my leg at any moment. Never mind that there'd been 

only two shark bites since 1900 on the Connecticut coast, where I lived. 
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2. So, when I got this assignment for the National Geographic magazine, I decided to accept 

and do what I'd never wanted to do: swim with the sharks. I had to go to a place in the 

Bahamas known as Tiger Beach and dive with tiger sharks, the species responsible for more 

recorded attacks on humans than any shark except the great white. It was to be my first 

dive after getting certified-which meant it would be my first dive anywhere other than a 

swimming pool or a quarry and without a diver's cage. Most people who got wind of this 

plan thought I was either very brave or very stupid. 

3.  But just wanted to puncture an illusion. The people who know sharks intimately tend to be 

the least afraid of them, and no one gets closer to sharks than divers. The divers who run 

operations at Tiger Beach speak lovingly of the tiger sharks the way people talk about their 

children or their pets. In their eyes, these sharks aren't man-eaters any more than dogs are. 

4.  The business of puncturing illusions is never just black and white. My fellow divers had 

hundreds of dives under their belt and on the two-hour boat ride to the site in the morning 

of our first dive, they kept saying things like," Seriously, really can't believe this is your first 

dive”. All this was okay with me until reached the bottom and immediately had to fend off 

the first tiger shark, I had ever laid eyes on. However, when watched the other divers 

feeding them fish and steering them gently, it became easy to see the sharks in a very 

benign light. 

5.  I think it would be unfair not to mention that though tiger sharks are apex predators. They 

act as a crucial balancing force in ocean ecosystems, constraining the numbers of animals 

like sea turtles and limit their behaviour by preventing them from overgrazing the sea grass 

beds. Furthermore, tiger sharks love warm water, they eat almost anything, have a huge 

litter and are the hardiest shark species. If the planet and its oceans continue to warm, 

some species will be winners and others will be losers, and tiger sharks are likely to be 

winners. 

Based on you understanding of the passage answer the questions given below. 

(i)  What does the use of the phrase ‘benign light' suggest in the context of the writer’s 

 viewpoint about the tiger sharks?        (1) 

 (a) Friendly nature of sharks    (b) Baseless fear of shark 

 (c) Incorrect quality associated with shark  (d) All of these 

(ii)  Cite a point in evidence from the text, to suggest that the writer's post-Jaws fear was not 

 justified. (30-40 words)          (2) 

(iii)  People thought the writer was ‘either brave or very stupid’. Why did some people think that 

 he was ‘very stupid’? Answer in 30-40 words.      (2) 

(iv) Which one of the following traits of the writer is evident from lines 5-10?             (1) 

 (a) Bold  (b) Adventurous   (c) Experimental  (d) All of these 

(v)  Why does the writer say that people who know sharks intimately tend to be least afraid of 

 them?                                                                                                                                  (1) 

(vi)  Substitute the underlined word/phrase in the sentence with a word/phrase from the 

 paragraphs 4 & 5 which means the same.       (1) 

 Some academicians think that reward, as a form of discipline, is a simple right or wrong 

 issue. 

(vii)  What do the tiger sharks love?                                                                            (1) 

 (a) Eating turtles  (b) Harming people who bother them 

 (c) Warm water  (d) Sea grass 

(viii)  Complete the sentence appropriately.                                                                     (1) 

 The author of the given passage, wants the reader to___________________. 

 



PT4/ANNUAL EXAM | 2024-25 | CL. 9 | ENGLISH | PRINTED Q 10 PRINTED PAGES 7 | PAGE# 4 

SECTION - B (Writing Skills – 24 marks) 

Q3.  Answer ANY ONE of the following.                                                                          (4) 

A.  You are the Sports Secretary of your school. Draft a notice informing students about the 

 upcoming Annual Sports Meet. Include details such as date, time, venue, and the procedure 

 for participation. (Word limit: 60-70) 

OR 

B.  You are the Head Girl/Head Boy of your school. Write a notice to be put up on the school 

 notice board informing students about a Book Donation Drive being organized by the 

 school to help underprivileged children. Mention the purpose, dates, and collection points 

 for the books. (Word limit: 60-70) 

Q4. Answer ANY ONE of the following.                                                                       (5) 

A.  You are the president of a cultural club at your school. Write an email (in about 120 

 words) to the Director of a renowned cultural institution, inviting him/her to be the chief 

 guest for the annual cultural fest at your school. In your email, provide details about the 

 event, the significance of the person’s presence, and why you believe him/her would be a 

 perfect fit for the occasion. Ensure that your email is formal, respectful, and includes a 

 request for confirmation of their availability.  

OR 

B.  Create a dialogue (in about 120 words) between two friends where one is persuading 

 the other to volunteer for a community service project. Show how the persuader uses 

 convincing arguments to change his/her friend's mind. 

Q5.  Answer ANY ONE of the following.                                                                           (7) 

A.  Analyze the image and write a detailed descriptive paragraph about the interaction  among 

 literature, society, and robots. Reflect on the symbolism of the robot reading a 

 manuscript amidst humans in a library and the blending of traditional and futuristic 

 elements. Consider what this scene suggests about the relationship among technology, 

 culture, and intellectual progress. (Word limit : in about 140 words) 

 

OR 

B.  Today, your school has organized a debate on the topic "Is Artificial Intelligence a Threat to 

 Humanity?" Reflect on the arguments presented and pen down your own views on the 

 subject in your diary. (Word limit: in about 140 words) 
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Q6.  Answer ANY ONE of the following.                                                                        (8) 

A.  Write a letter (in about 160 words) to your friend describing your visit to an eco-friendly 

 village that promotes sustainability. Mention the practices followed there, how they help 

 the environment, and how it impacted your thoughts on sustainability. 

OR 

B.  Write a letter (in about 160 words) to your neighbour apologizing for a recent 

 disturbance caused by noise, such as during a family gathering or a celebration. Express 

 your understanding of how it may have disturbed them and assure them it won’t happen 

 again. 

SECTION - C (Grammar) – 10 marks 

Q7.  (i) Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option.                                      (2) 

 Last Christmas, we__________ a big cake. 

 (a) were baking  (b) bake  (c) baked  (d) are baking 

(ii)  The judge acquitted the prisoner ________ the charge of murder. 

 (a) about    (b) from   (c) of    (d) with 

(iii)  The following paragraph has not been edited. There is one error in each line (a, b and c). 

 Identify the error and write its correction against the correct blank number.                     (3) 

           Error                      Correction 

After all a sculptor’s labours had come e.g.,    a                                   the 

to a end. Had sat back, wiped (a) 

the perspiration of his face and surveyed (b)  

his handiwork in great satisfaction. As he (c) 

looked on, he was overwhelmed by the image                          No error 

(iv)  Rearrange the following jumbled words/phrases in the given dialogue to create a 

 meaningful sentence.                (1) 

 Did you know that the lack of hydrological resources affects more than 40% of the world 

 population?  

 No, I didn't. What are hydrological resources?  

  WATER RESOURCES / SURVIVAL / AND PLANT / TO HUMAN / ANIMAL / REFER TO / 

 WHICH / ARE VITAL / HYDROLOGICAL RESOURCES 

(v)  Rearrange the following jumbled words/phrases in the given dialogue to create a 

 meaningful sentence.                                                                                                              (1) 

 NATURAL DISASTERS/FARMERS/SHARE OF TAXES/EVEN/PAY/THEIR/IN TIMES OF/ 

 THE/HAD TO 

(vi)  Report the dialogues to complete the paragraph that follows.                                        (2) 

 Photographer: I want to use a drone for photographing your event.  

 Customer: Really! Do you usually offer this advice?  

 Photographer: No. I don’t. Your event is in an open and picturesque area and I want to 

 capture the complete scene.  

 The photographer told the customer that she wanted to use a drone for photographing his 

 event. The customer exclaimed in surprise and asked (i) ___________. The photographer 
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 replied in the negative and shared that (ii) _______________ as his event was in an open and 

 picturesque area. 

(vii)  Change the voice of the following.                                                                            (1) 

 A child could not have done this mischief. 

SECTION - D (Literature Textbook – 26 marks) 

Q8.  Read the given extracts and answer the following questions. (Attempt any Two)   

                    (4+4=8) 

(i)  I glanced downward and saw the best seller. I picked up the best seller and set it carefully 

 further along on the floor of the car, where the raindrops would not fall upon it. And then, 

 suddenly, I smiled and seemed to see that life has no geographical bounds.     

 Good-luck to you, Trevelyan”, I said. “And may you get the petunias for your princess!” 

(a)   The narrator says, “Life has no geographical bounds.” What does the narrator mean here? 

(b)  Why did the narrator pick up the best seller and set it carefully on the floor of the car? 

(c)   Why does the narrator call the listener Trevelyan? 

(d)   Why does the narrator refer to petunias? 

(ii)  The voice of thunder declares my arrival; 

 The rainbow announces my departure. 

 I am like earthly life, which begin at 

 The feet of the mad elements and ends 

 Under the upraised wings of death. 

(a)  The rain says, “I am like earthly life.’ Select the option with the most suitable explanation of 

 the expression. 

 (i)   The rain undergoes the same phases as that of earthly beings. 

 (ii)  Most of the rain’s life is on the earth. 

 (iii) The fate of earthly life is dependent on the rain. 

 (iv) Rain has a concern for earthly life. 

(b)  The tone and mood of the rain in the extract reflects__________. 

 (i) its merriment and love for earth 

 (ii) rain’s desire to reach its destiny 

 (iii) its objective and unrealistic manner 

 (iv) the rain’s pride and its might 

(c)  Read statements 1 and 2 given below and choose the option that correctly assesses these 

 statements. 

 1.  Rainbow declares the rain’s parting. 

 2.  Rainbow causes the end of rain. 

 (i) Both statements 1 and 2 are false. 

 (ii) Statement 1 is true but 2 is false. 

 (iii) Statement 1 is the reason for the statement 2. 

 (iv) Statement 2 is the cause of statement 1. 
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(d)  Which literary device is primarily used in the given line? 

 The voice of thunder declares my arrival; 

(iii)  Bishop: Please… they may help you. (The Convict takes the candlesticks in absolute 

 amazement.) And, my son. There is a path through the woods at the back of this cottage 

 which leads to Paris; it is a very lonely path and I have noticed that my good friends, the 

 gendarmes do not like lonely paths at night. It is curious. 

(a)  Why does the speaker guide the listener to the back of his cottage? 

(b)  Why was the listener eager to go to Paris? 

(c)  What does ‘amazement’ mean in the extract? 

(d)  What do you understand by the word, ‘gendarmes’? 

Q9.  Answer ANY SIX of the following questions in about 30-40 words each.   (2x6=12) 

(a)  The brook mentions both "willow-weed" and "golden gravel." What is the symbolic 

 significance of this contrast in ‘The Brook’? 

(b)  Duke is portrayed as both a companion and a motivator. How does Duke’s role go beyond 

 that of a typical pet in the story, A Dog Named Duke? 

(c)  What impression did Jessie give John about her father, Colonel Allyn? (Best Seller) 

(d)  Why is the “schoolboy creeping like a snail unwillingly to school” an apt metaphor for 

 childhood? (The Seven Ages) 

(e)  The field and the cloud are lovers. How does the rain act as a messenger of mercy for them? 

 (Song of The Rain) 

(f)  Despite her ardent love for the villa, Juliette had to sell it. Why? (Villa for Sale) 

(g)  Why does the speaker describe one path as “grassy and wanted wear” if he later admits 

 both paths were equally worn in ‘The Road Not Taken”? 

Q10.  Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in about 100-120 words.                      (6) 

(a)  Analyse how the grandmother’s inability to read the story Kashi Yatre becomes a metaphor 

 for her larger struggles in life. How does her determination to overcome this limitation 

 reflect societal attitudes toward literacy and gender? 

OR 

(b)  How does the theme of forgiveness in The Bishop’s Candlesticks challenge societal ideas 

 about justice and punishment? Discuss the contrast between the Bishop's philosophy and 

 the attitudes of law enforcement and society.  

 


