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Time – 3 hrs. Class – VIII M.M. – 80 
Date - 20.02.2025 (Thursday) 

Name of the student ____________________________________________________ Section _______  

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. The question paper contains FOUR sections- 

• Section- A: Reading Skills 

• Section – B: Writing Skills 

• Section – C: Grammar 

• Section – D: Literature 

2. Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part. 

3. Answer of the MCQ must be written completely along with the correct option. 
 

SECTION –A: READING COMPREHENSION (15 MARKS) 

Q.1 Read the passage and choose the correct option for each of the following questions: 

              (5) 

 The Indian government has launched several initiatives to promote digital payments and 

reduce cash transactions. One such initiative is the Unified Payments Interface (UPI), 

which allows users to transfer money between bank accounts using their mobile phones. 

UPI has gained popularity in recent years, with the number of transactions increasing 

exponentially. Another initiative is the Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM) app, which 

allows users to make payments using their Aadhaar number or mobile number. The app 

also provides a digital wallet for storing money. The government has also introduced a 

cashback scheme to incentivize users to make digital payments. The benefits of digital 

payments are numerous. They reduce the risk of counterfeit currency, minimize 

transaction costs, and increase transparency. Digital payments also promote financial 

inclusion by providing access to banking services for the unbanked population. 

 However, there are also concerns about the security of digital payments. Cybersecurity 

threats, such as hacking and phishing, can compromise user data and financial 

information. To address these concerns, the government has implemented strict security 

measures, including two-factor authentication and encryption. In addition to these 

initiatives, the government has also launched several awareness campaigns to educate 

people about the benefits and safety of digital payments. These campaigns have been 

successful in increasing adoption and reducing concerns about digital payments. 

 The future of digital payments in India looks promising, with the government continuing 

to invest in infrastructure and technology to support the growth of digital payments. As 

more people adopt digital payments, India is likely to see a significant reduction in cash 

transactions and an increase in financial inclusion. The rise of digital payments has also 

led to the growth of new businesses and industries, such as fintech and digital wallets. 
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These businesses are creating new job opportunities and driving innovation in the 

payments sector. 

i) What is the primary purpose of the Unified Payments Interface (UPI)?                     1 

 a) to promote cash transactions  b) to promote digital payments 

 c) to destroy economy   d) to reduce financial inclusion 

ii) Which app allows users to make payments using their Aadhaar number or mobile 

 number?   

 a) UPI   b) BHIM  c) Paytm  d) Google Pay  1 

iii) What is one of the benefits of digital payments?      1 

 a) increased transaction costs   b) reduced transparency 

 c) minimized risk of counterfeit currency d) decreased financial inclusion 

iv) Which word among the following means ‘the gaining of unauthorized access to data 

 in a system or computer’?         1 

 a) counterfeit   b) launching   c) hacking   d)  inclusion  

v) What is a concern about digital payments?       1 

 a) lack of financial inclusion  b) cybersecurity threats 

 c) unlimited transaction costs  d) no transparency 

Q2. Read the passage and answer the questions that follow:      (10) 

1. Child labour is a pervasive issue that affects millions of children worldwide, depriving 

them of their childhood, education, and future prospects. According to the 

International Labour Organization (ILO), an estimated 152 million children between 

the ages of 5 and 17 are engaged in child labour, with 73 million of them trapped in 

hazardous work. Child labour is often linked to poverty, with families relying on their 

children's income to survive. In many developing countries, children are forced to 

work in exploitative conditions, earning meager wages and facing physical, emotional, 

and psychological abuse. The consequences of child labour are far-reaching, leading to 

stunted growth, malnutrition, and a lack of access to education and healthcare. 

2. The most common sectors where child labour is prevalent include agriculture, 

manufacturing, mining, and domestic work. Children working in these sectors are 

often exposed to hazardous materials, long working hours, and physical harm. For 

instance, children working in mines are at risk of respiratory diseases, while those in 

agriculture may be exposed to pesticides and other toxic chemicals. Efforts to combat 

child labour have been underway for decades, with governments, NGOs, and 

international organizations working together to address the issue. The ILO's 

Convention 182, which prohibits the worst forms of child labour, has been ratified by 

186 countries. Additionally, many countries have enacted laws and policies to prevent 

child labour and protect working children. 

3. However, despite these efforts, child labour remains a persistent problem. To 

effectively address this issue, it is essential to address the root causes of poverty and 

inequality. This requires a multi-faceted approach that includes improving access to 

education and vocational training, providing social protection and economic support 

to families, and strengthening law enforcement and monitoring mechanisms. 

4. Ultimately, the eradication of child labour requires a collective effort from 

governments, civil society, and individuals. By working together, we can ensure that 
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children are protected from exploitation and have the opportunity to grow, learn, and 

thrive. 

i) Complete the following statements:             2x1=2 

 a) The most common sectors where child labour is prevalent include _______________________.  

 b) ________________________________, has been ratified by 186 countries. 

ii) Answer the following questions :                  2x2=4 

 a) What are children forced to do in many developing countries? 

 b) What are the consequences of child labour? 

iii) Find the word from the passage which is the synonym of ‘approved’.   (para 2)      1 

iv) Find the word from the passage which is the antonym of ‘freed’. (para 1)       1 

v) How can we eradicate the problem of child labour?                            2 

SECTION – B–WRITING SKILL (20 MARKS) 

Q3. Design a poster highlighting the importance of preserving our heritage sites and artefacts. 

 (80 words)                     5 

 Hints: 

• Illustrate iconic landmarks. 

• Highlight preservation efforts and showcase restoration work, conservation techniques, 

or initiatives to protect these sites. 

• Convey the significance of preserving these artefacts for future generations. 

• Depict local communities participating in preservation efforts, such as cleaning up 

historical sites or promoting cultural events. 

OR 

 Tom loves photography. Write a dialogue of him explaining this passion to Sophia who is 

 developing interest for the same. There should be a balanced conversation between the 

 two characters. (80-100 words)  

Hints: 

• introduction to photography  

• sharing experiences  

• equipment enthusiasm  

• photography techniques  

• offering guidance  

• sharing passion  

Q4. Your state government has banned the use of plastic bags. You are Amarjeet, a reporter of 

 The National Herald. Write a report in 100-120 words on how the ban is being ignored 

 and what damage the indiscriminate use of plastic bags in causing to the environment. 

 Hints:             7 

• investigations and observations in the local markets 

• environmental impact  

• government’s role 

• awareness of the people 

• emotional appeal 
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OR 

 Develop a story within 120 words about a group of friends who explores a spooky 

 mansion using the following hints:         

• Establish the mansion’s history. 

• Provide a dark and troubled backstory for the mansion, including past tragedies, 

mysterious events, or supernatural occurrences. 

• Use descriptive language to convey the eerie and foreboding ambience of the mansion, 

including creepy sounds, flickering lights, and musty smells. 

• Describe the mansion’s labyrinthine layout, hidden rooms, secret passages, and other 

features that will aid or hinder the characters’ exploration. 

Q5. Highlight the importance of proper garbage disposal with an aim to create awareness 

 among the city residents. Write a letter regarding the same to the editor of the famous 

 daily, Hindustan Times. You are Rubal of Shakti Nagar, Delhi. (150 words)             8 

 Hints – 

• cleanup drives 

• workshops and seminars 

• collaboration with municipalities  

• door to door campaigns 

• posters and bill boards 

• use colour codes bins 

OR 

 Write a letter to your best friend, who lives in another city, on your recent experience of 

 a food festival. Describe the vibrant atmosphere, including the sights, sounds, and smells 

 of the festival. Share your favourite food experiences, including descriptions of the dishes, 

 flavours, and presentation. Mention any interesting conversations or interactions you had 

 with food vendors. (150 words)                                   

SECTION – B – GRAMMAR- 15 MARKS 

Q6.  (A)  The following lines have not been edited. There is an error in each line. Identify 

 the error and the correct word against each line, and then select which pair of 

 correct - incorrect words fits the blanks:               2x1=2 

           Incorrect    Correct 

 Maricha changed him into a charming golden deer               eg:   him   himself 

 on surpassing beauty and wandered around the ashrama       i. ______ _______ 

 playfully in order to drawing Sita’s attention.                        ii. ______ _______ 

(B) Rearrange the following words to frame meaningful sentences:           2x1=2 

i. a very / Vidyasagar / and / was / man / generous / charitable 

ii. he would nurse / if one / sit by / him and / his bed / of his school-fellows / fell ill, 

(C) Fill in the blank in each of the following sentences with the correct option.       2x1=2 

i.  The bus ___________ the stoppage, before I reached there.  

 a) had left   b) will leave  c) leaves 
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ii.  By the next week, he _______ the new house. 

 a) would have buy  b) bought  c) will have bought 

(D) Identify each of the following sentences as simple, complex or compound:       2x1=2 

i.  In spite of the heavy rain, we reached our destination. 

ii.  The boy was late for the class as there was a traffic congestion. 

(E) Identify the underlined group of words in each of the following sentences as  phrase 

 or clause and mention its type:                2x1=2 

i.  The curator of the museum spoke in an unpleasant manner. 

ii.  I will attend the meeting unless I have a prior commitment. 

(F) Change the following into indirect speech:                2x1=2 

i.  Manas said, “We are not prepared for the outcome.” 

 a) Manas asked that they have not prepared for the outcome. 

 b) Manas said that they were not prepared for the outcome. 

 c) Manas said that they are not prepared for the outcome. 

ii.  Jonathan said to Sarah, “Is your father present at home?” 

 a) Jonathan asked Sarah whether her father was present at home. 

 b) Jonathan asked Sarah whether her father is present at home. 

 c) Jonathan asked Sarah whether her father will be present at home. 

(G) Identify the if conditional clauses as first if conditional, second if conditional, or 

 third if conditional:              2x1=2 

i.  If he had seen the movie, he would have become emotional. 

ii.  If I were at your place, I would surely achieve the target. 

(H) Transform the following sentence into complex.      (1) 

 He was ill and stayed home all day. 

SECTION –D : LITERATURE (30 MARKS) 

Q7.  (A)  Read the extracts and answer the questions that follow: 

(I) “Every  conservationist has been inspired by Sir David Attenborough’s films and 

 stories at some point or other, and I believe those so inspired, will remain 

 conservationists for life!”                4x1=4 

(i) How does the Attenborough approach make an impact? 

 (a)  Attenborough focuses on compassion and concern for the environment. He makes us 

  believe that we are the part of the eco-system. 

 (b) Attenborough urges on rampant use of resources. He makes us believe that we are 

  above the eco-system. 

 (c)  This approach is concerned with the philosophy of nihilism: all resources must end, 

  so we can’t do anything for preservation. 

(ii) What does the speaker mean by ‘conservationists for life’? 

 (a)  the people who are devoid of the idea of conservation in their lives 

 (b) the people who are promoting conservation of various resources and wildlife  

  throughout their lives 

 (c)  the people who are promoting wellbeing of the middleclass throughout their lives 
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(iii) Baba Dioum said that we human beings, will conserve only what we love, love only 

 what  we understand, and understand only what we are taught at_________________. 

 (a)  the General Union of the International Union for the Conservation of First World 

  countries in 1978 

 (b)  the General Assembly of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and 

  Natural Resources in 1968 

 (c)  the International Assembly of the General Union for the Conservation Natural  

  Resources in 1969 

(iv) Which word in the extract means the same as ‘prevention of wasteful use of 

 resource’? 

 (a) inspire   (b) conservation   (c) remain 

(II) “As the company grew bigger and more profitable, I decided to use a part of the 

 profits to help the poor and the needy.”      4x1=4 

(i) Who said these words? 

 (a) William Ernest Henley   (b) Sudha Murthy   (c) Kiran Mazumdar Shaw 

(ii) Which company is the speaker talking about? 

 (a) Tesla   (b) Mitrocon   (c) Biocon 

(iii) How did the speaker help the poor and the needy? 

 (a) by giving them food and clothes 

 (b) by establishing the Biocon foundation in 2004 

 (c) by establishing the Biocon College in 1997 

(iv) Which word among the following means the same as ‘the creation of human tissue 

 using  3D printing’? 

 (a) biogas  (b) biometric   (c) bioprinting 

(B) Read the extracts and answer the questions that follow: 

(I) “Protect what has been given for free 

 Our waters, skies, wild life and trees 

 For once they’re gone, don’t you say 

  Consider yourself warned of that fatal day.”     3x1=3 

(i) What has been given for free according to the speaker? 

 (a) the natural resources of mother earth 

 (b) the ability to read and write 

 (c) the humane nature and sympathy 

(ii) What does the speaker mean by ‘the fatal day’? 

 (a) the red letter day of happiness 

 (b) the day when the earth is going to be destroyed due to human activities 

 (c) the day when world peace will be heralded 

(iii) Which poetic device has been used in the first line of the extract? 

 (a) anaphora  (b) simile   (c) none of the above 

(II) “Peace watches as the consensus they reach 

 And hand in hand stand to bind one and all. 
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 Peace is then just not a dove, meek and gentle 

 But a powerful tool that adds meaning to life.”     3x1=3 

(i) Who are ‘they’? 

 (a) the doves that fly in the sky 

 (b) the countries that sign peace treaties 

 (c) the countries who love to fight with each other 

(ii) What does the word ‘consensus’ mean? 

 (a) a general agreement (b) a prelude to war   (c) a disagreement on national security 

(iii) Which poetic device is used when the poet says ‘Peace is then just not a dove…’? 

 (a) oxymoron   (b) alliteration   (c) metaphor 

Q.8 Answer ANY 2 in about 30-40 words:      2x2=4 

i.  Was the missing mop finally found? If it was,  where? 

ii.  What, according to Faraha, is the primary cause of climate change? 

iii.  How has the speaker taken the blows delivered to him by fate in ‘Invictus’? 

Q.9 Answer ANY 2 in about 80 words:       2x3=6 

i.  Do you think that Hamid really believed that toys were a waste of money? Justify your 

 answer? 

ii.  Would you call the poem ‘Invictus’ inspirational? Give reasons for your answer? 

iii.  When John Clay is caught, he has a strange interaction with Holmes. Why do you think he 

 responds to Holmes in such a way? 

Q.10 Answer ANY 1 in about 100 words:       6x1=6 

i.  Comment on Holmes’s power of observation and deduction as is described in ‘The Red 

 Headed League’? 

ii.  Write the character sketch of Hamid. 

 


