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ENGLISH 

Time – 3 hrs. Class – VII M.M. – 80 

Date - 18.02.2025 (Tuesday) 

Name of the student ________________________________________________________ Section _______  

 GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS - 

• Read all the instructions carefully before answering.  

• There are four sections in this question paper:  

• Section A: Reading Skill 

• Section B: Writing Skill 

• Section C: Grammar 

• Section D: Literature 

• Answers of the MCQ must be written completely along with the correct option. 
 

SECTION –A (READING COMPREHENSION – 15 MARKS) 

Q.1  Read the passage carefully and answer the questions by choosing the correct options: 

Turtles: Ancient Reptiles of Land and Sea 

1.   Turtles are reptiles characterized by their unique shells, which act as a shield protecting their vital 

organs. Their lineage dates back over 200 million years, making them one of the most ancient 

groups of reptiles, even older than snakes and crocodiles. Turtles belong to the order Testudines’ 

and are found in a wide range of environments, including oceans, freshwater rivers, and on land. 

2.   A turtle’s shell is a remarkable structure composed of two parts: the carapace (upper shell) and 

the plastron (lower shell). These sections are connected by bony structures called bridges. The 

shell is made of bone and keratin, the same material found in human nails. Contrary to popular 

belief, a turtle cannot leave its shell; it is a part of its skeletal system. 

3.  Turtles exhibit significant diversity, with over 350 recognized species. Sea turtles, such as the 

leatherback and green sea turtles, are well-adapted for aquatic life, boasting streamlined shells 

and flipper-like limbs for swimming. Freshwater turtles, like the painted turtle, prefer slow-

moving rivers and ponds. Terrestrial species, such as tortoises, have sturdy, dome-shaped shells 

and strong legs for traversing land. 

4.   Turtles are primarily ectothermic, meaning their body temperature is regulated by their 

environment. They are known for their longevity, with some species, like the Galápagos tortoise, 

living over 100 years. However, they face numerous threats, including habitat destruction, 

pollution, climate change, and poaching. 

5.   Conservation efforts are crucial to their survival. Many turtles are listed as endangered or 

vulnerable, and initiatives such as protected nesting sites, marine sanctuaries, and laws against 

illegal trade aim to preserve these ancient creatures. Turtles play an essential role in ecosystems, 

maintaining healthy seagrass beds and balancing food chains, underscoring their ecological 

importance. 

A.  Which type of turtle is known for having flipper-like limbs and a streamlined shell? (1) 

 a. Galápagos tortoise  b. Leatherback and green sea turtle c. Painted turtle 
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B. How do turtles regulate their body temperature?      (1) 

 a. by generating electricity 

 b. by wearing thermal insulation 

 c. by regulating their body temperature according to their environment 

C. Which type of turtle is best adapted for life in slow-moving rivers and ponds?  (1) 

 a. sea turtles  b.  painted turtles  c. tortoises 

D.  What is the primary role of turtles in ecosystems, as mentioned in the passage?   (1) 

 a. pollinating flowers  

 b. maintaining healthy seagrass beds 

 c. digging burrows 

E.  Choose the word which is NOT the synonym of the word “vulnerable”.                              (1) 

 a. peril   b. risk   c. well protected  

Q.2  Read the given passage carefully and answer the questions that follow- 

1.  The Grand Trunk Road is one of Asia's oldest and longest major roads, linking South Asia with 

Central Asia for over two millennia. It runs from Chittagong in Bangladesh to Howrah, West 

Bengal in India, crossing Northern India through Delhi, Amritsar, Lahore, and Peshawar in 

Pakistan, before terminating in Kabul, Afghanistan. 

2.  The route dates back to the reign of Chandragupta Maurya, extending from the Ganges' mouth to 

the empire’s north-western frontier. It was known as "Uttara Path," or the "Road to the North," 

even before Buddha’s birth. During the Maurya Empire in the 3rd century BCE, this highway 

facilitated trade between India and Western Asia through cities like Takshashila (modern-day 

Pakistan). Chandragupta Maurya maintained the road meticulously, employing officials to oversee 

its upkeep. Greek diplomat Megasthenes noted its construction in eight stages, connecting cities 

such as Purushapura, Takshashila, Hastinapura, Kanyakubja, Prayag, Patliputra (Patna), and 

Tamralipta, spanning approximately 2,600 kilometers. 

3.  In the 16th century, Sher Shah Suri reconstructed and extended the ancient route, renaming it 

"Shah Rah-e-Azam." He made rest stops, planted trees for shade, and dug wells along its length, 

especially near Taxila. These developments improved travel and trade. The Mughals later 

expanded the road east to Chittagong and west to Kabul, calling it "Sarak-e-Azam." 

4.  In the British colonial era, the road was modernized between 1833 and 1860 for commercial and 

administrative purposes. The East India Company invested heavily, spending £1000 per mile to 

build metalled roads. A Public Works Department and the Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee 

were established to train engineers and oversee road maintenance. 

5. Over centuries, the Grand Trunk Road served as a crucial trade route, facilitating travel and postal 

communication. It remains in use today, integrated into India’s national highway system, where 

parts have been widened while retaining its historic name. Beyond its functional role, the road has 

been celebrated in literature. Rudyard Kipling described it as “a river of life,” marveling at its 

vitality and significance. 

6. The Grand Trunk Road’s historical, cultural, and economic importance is unmatched. From 

Chandragupta Maurya’s era to the present day, it has connected diverse regions, enabled trade, 

and borne witness to centuries of history, evolving into a symbol of continuity and resilience in 

South Asia. 
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A)  Answer the following questions.        (3x2=6)  

i. What improvements did Sher Shah Suri make to the Grand Trunk Road? 

ii.  What was Grand Trunk Road known as before Buddha’s period and where did it extend in the 

 reign of Chandra Gupta Maurya? 

iii.  How did the Grand Trunk Road evolve into a symbol of continuity and resilience in South Asia? 

B)  Complete the following statements and rewrite it.     (2x1=2)                                                                                        

i.  The Grand Trunk road connected ____________________________________________. 

ii.  The road was useful to Mauryas because ______________________________________. 

C)   Do as directed.           (2x1=2)  

i. Give a word from the passage which means the same as “very careful and precise”. (Para 2) 

ii. “It has connected diverse regions”. What part of speech is the word “diverse”? 

SECTION - B (WRITING SKILLS – 20 MARKS) 

Q.3 A function was held in your school to honour all the students scoring A1 in all the subjects in the 

 last annual examination. These students were taken to the auditorium and scholar badges were 

 given to them by the Education Minister of the state. You narrowly missed the mark and had to 

 stay in the classroom with other students like you. Write a diary entry to describe your 

 feelings in not more than 100 words.         (5) 

OR 

 The Music Society of your school, Symphony, is organizing a musical evening-Indradhanush. It will 

 be a one-and-a-half hour programme of songs depicting different moods - light, serious, comic, etc. 

 As the Secretary of the Society, you have to put up a notice inviting participants. Draft the notice 

 in 80-100 words.  

Q.4 You are Karuna Kapoor, Secretary, Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. Design a poster to 

 build awareness among the public to stop being cruel to animals. Use catchy slogans and draw 

 some visuals to make the poster attractive. Mention the name of issuing authority.  

 (80-100 words)             (7) 

OR 

 One of your friends does not keep good health and is always on medication. You believe that 

 his/her problems arise because of lack of physical activity. Write a letter to him/her emphasizing 

 the importance of good health and suggesting some activities.  (120 words) 

Q.5 You are a resident of a Marigold Housing Society and are unhappy with the poor maintenance of 

 the building's lifts. Write a complaint letter to the Secretary of the Marigold Housing Society, 

 highlighting the issues and requesting immediate action to repair the lifts. (100-120 words) 

 Clues - frequent break downs, lack of emergency services, risk of accidents, disruption of daily 

 routine, poor cleanliness, outdated equipment, request for action, upgradation of equipment.  

OR 

 You are Vinod / Darshita  Verma . You and a few of your classmates from St. Xavier's High School, 

 123, MG Road, Mumbai, Maharashtra 400001, have been given a project on 'How Paper is Made'.

 Write a letter to Mr. Rajiv Kumar, Manager, Hindustan Paper Mills Pvt. Ltd., Plot No. 101, Industrial 

 Estate, Nashik, Maharashtra 422001, asking for permission to visit the paper mill.  (8) 

 (100-120 words) 

 Clues  - 

• Clearly state the purpose of the visit and the project you are working on 
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• Show enthusiasm and interest in learning about the paper-making process 

• Assure the manager that you will follow all safety protocols and instructions during the visit 

• Mention the number of people visiting the venue 

SECTION C – (GRAMMAR) – 15 Marks 

Q.6  The following lines have not been edited. There is one error in each line -  (2x1= 2) 

                                                                                                                                              Error          correction  

 Children with autism or hyperactivity      (a)……….       ………….. 

 find it difficult to connected with humans.      (b) ……….         ………….. 

Q.7 Rearrange the following words/phrases to form meaningful sentences. The first one has 

 been done for you -                                                                                                               (3x1=3) 

  is familiar \ properties \ most \ the neem \ medicinal \ to \ people \ for its  

 ex. - The neem is familiar to most people for its medicinal properties.  

 i)  distinctive curled \ star-shaped \ recognized \ leaves \ by its \ flowers \ and \ it is 

 ii) are pale \ tinge of rust \ the young \ and green \ with a \ leaves  

 iii) New Year’s day \ to ward off \ are eaten \ leaves \ the \ on \ sickness 

Q.8 Fill in the blanks with the correct tense form -                                                        (2x1=2) 

i.  Today, Indian silk, especially the handloom products ________ ( remain ) the most beautiful and 

 cherished product in the world. 

 a. had remained              b.  will have remained                     c. remains  

ii.  He ________  (complete ) the project long before the deadline was announced. 

 a. has been completing          b. is completing              c. had completed  

Q.9 (A) Read the following sentences carefully. Identify and write (S) for simple sentence (CM) 

 for compound and (CX) for complex sentence -      (2x1=2) 

 i) He went to the store, but he forgot to buy milk.  

 ii) Having completed his assignment, he went out for a walk. 

 (B) Change the following sentences from affirmative to negative without changing its 

 meaning -             (2x1=2) 

 i) Raju is more powerful than Amit.  

 ii) As soon as the movie ended, the audience started clapping. 

Q.10 Change the following direct speech into indirect speech -         (2x1=2) 

 i) My grandma says, “Your words are like threads, weave them into kindness, compassion and  

 love”. 

 ii) Sheetal said to me, “Your name has not been mentioned in the list”. 

Q.11 Do as directed.                                                                                                                       (2x1=2) 

 i) The weather was not good. The event was held outdoors. (Join to make compound sentence.) 

 ii) The film was critically acclaimed. It failed to attract a large audience at the box office.  

 (Join to make complex sentence.) 
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SECTION D – LITERATURE - 30 MARKS 

Q.12 Read the given extracts and answer the questions that follow -         (4x1=4) 

(A)  “Friends, now that we’ve aired our grievances, it’s time to put a smile on your lovely faces”. 

 i) Who is the speaker of the above line?  

  a) dolphin                   b) Vikram                     c) shark 

 ii) What were the speaker’s ‘grievances’? 

  a) People were not feeding them properly.  

  b) The plastics that people tossed in oceans polluted the ocean’s water and ships plying on  

  the sea   

  c) Scuba divers were polluting the ocean. 

 iii) What is the synonym of the word ‘grievance’? 

  a) resentment                   b) delight                 c) relief 

 iv) How did the listener feel after hearing about their grievances?  

  a) elated                            b) perturbed                 c) delighted  

(B)  “Dr. Kalam strongly believed that educational opportunities must be created for all the 

 children as it is the most powerful tool in alleviating poverty.”   (4x1=4)  

 i) How can Dr. Kalam’s dream be achieved? 

  a) by creating powerful weapons 

  b) by educating young minds and giving their imagination wings to fly 

  c) by limiting the opportunities given to the students 

 ii) Why did Dr. Kalam believe that education is the key to alleviating poverty for students? 

  a) Education gives students the skills to get better jobs and improve their lives. 

  b) Education makes students dependent on others and be less self-reliant.  

  c) Education leads to more people staying unemployed and poor. 

 iii) What is the meaning of the word “alleviating”? 

  a) to acquire something             b) aggravate  c) making something less severe 

 iv) Fill in the blank.  

  something which concerns the sense of touch is _________ 

  a) resonated   b) tactile  c) transcended 

Q.13  Read the given extracts from poem and answer the questions that follow:   (3x1=3) 

(A) “A free bird leaps 

 on the back of the wind 

 and floats downstream 

 till the current ends 

 and dips his wing 

 in the orange sun rays 

 and dares to claim the sky”. 

 i) Who does the phrase "free bird" symbolize in the given stanza?  

  a) Americans                      b) Afro- Americans        c) Australians  
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 ii) What does the phrase ‘dips his wing’ signify? 

  a) an action of lowering or tilting    b) an action of swimming     c) an action of drowning 

 iii) What kind of opportunity does the free bird have? 

  a) having no access to exploration, growth, or self-expression 

  b) to fly wherever it wishes to and avail bounties of nature freely 

  c) being forced to follow strict rules and live in confinement 

(B)                   “It is the spirit that places you on the top of the mountain             (3x1=3) 

                     When it’s easier to follow the crowd; their pleas resound”. 

 i) What does the phrase "places you on the top of the mountain" symbolize in the extract? 

  a) physical climbing of a mountain 

  b) achieving greatness through inner strength and determination 

  c) the beauty of nature at a high altitude 

 ii) Which literary device is used in the line "places you on the top of the mountain"? 

  a) oxymoron  b) metaphor                  c) simile 

 iii) What is the meaning of the word ‘resound’ ?  

   a) silence                             b) dull                          c) echo  

Q.14 Answer the following questions in 30-40 words - (Any 2)               (2x2=4)  

i.  Why did the man from the West speak up quickly when the policeman approached him?  

ii.  Why did Swami’s father tell him to make him a laughing stock of his school? 

iii.  Why was Dr. Kalam known as the “Missile Man of India”?  

iv.  What gifts did the three sisters decide to give and why ?  

Q.15  Answer the following questions in 80 words - (Any 2)                  (2x3=6) 

i.  Why did Dr. Kalam believe that educational opportunities must be created for all children? 

 Support your answer by giving relevant examples from the lesson “The People’s President”. 

ii.  Generosity is giving more than you can, and pride is taking less than you need. How can Sakhu be 

 considered a generous person? Describe the traits of generosity in her character. (Garland From 

 Heaven )  

iii.  How is marine life impacted by human activities? Discuss the problems faced by sea creatures, as 

 shared with Vikram and Ritika, and the actions they took to raise awareness. (When the Water 

 Spoke) 

Q.16  Answer the following questions in 100 words.  (Any 1)    (1x6=6) 

i) In Maya Angelou's poem "Caged Bird," how does the poet use imagery, symbolism and contrast 

 between the free bird and the caged bird to portray the caged bird's suffering, confinement, and 

 longing for freedom? 

OR 

ii)  “The greatest gift in the world is the selfless love”. How has the orphan boy made the people of 

 Aamod understand the true value of being generous? Describe the character of the orphan boy in 

 detail. ( The Garland from Heaven ) 

 


