PT4/ANNUAL EXAMINATION, 2024-25
ENGLISH
Time — 3 hrs. Class - XI M.M. - 80

Date - 12.02.2025 (Wednesday)

Name of the student Section

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:

* The Question Paper contains three sections. All sections are compulsory.

e Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part.
¢ Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

¢ Answer of the MCQ must be written completely along with the correct option.

Section — A (Reading Skill - 26 Marks)
Q1 Read the passage given below:

As we navigate the complexities of human existence, it is easy to get caught up in the pursuit of greatness.
We strive to leave an indelible mark on the world, to be remembered for generations to come. However, in
our relentless quest for achievement, we often overlook the inherent transience of human endeavours.

History is replete with examples of mighty civilizations that have risen and fallen, leaving behind only
remnants of their former glory. The pyramids of Egypt, the Colosseum of Rome, and the Great Wall of China
stand as testaments to the ingenuity and ambition of our ancestors. Yet, despite their grandeur, these
structures are ultimately subject to the ravages of time and the whims of fate.

The same can be said of human achievements in the realms of art, literature, and science. The masterpieces
of Leonardo da Vinci, the sonnets of William Shakespeare, and the theories of Albert Einstein are all
susceptible to the erosive forces of time and the capricious nature of human taste. The Vanity of Human
Wishes by Samuel Johnson focuses on human futility and humanity's quest after greatness like Juvenal but
concludes that Christian values are important to living properly. The opening lines announce the universal
scope of the poem, as well as its central theme that "the antidote to vain human wishes is non-vain spiritual
wishes":

“Let Observation with extensive View,

Survey Mankind from China to Peru;

And pause awhile from Letters, to be wise;
There mark what ills the Scholar's life assail,
Toil, envy, Want, the Patron and the Jayl...”

In the face of such impermanence, it is tempting to conclude that human achievements are ultimately vain
and insignificant. However, this would be a misguided interpretation. For despite the transience of our
endeavours, they remain essential to the human experience. They inspire us, they challenge us, and they
provide us with a sense of purpose and meaning.

Ultimately, the vanity of human achievements serves as a poignant reminder of our own mortality and the
fleeting nature of human existence. It is a call to cherish the present, to appreciate the beauty and complexity
of human creativity, and to strive for greatness, not for the sake of posterity, but for the sake of our own
humanity.

Answer the following questions: 10x1=10

l. We often overlook the of in search of

a) inherent transience; human errors; achievement

b) inherent transience; human potential; achievement
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c) latent transience; human potential; achievement

d) inherent transience; human endeavours; achievement

What happened to the grandeur of the Colosseum of Rome?

What does the writer mean by ‘capricious nature of human taste’?

a) whimsical nature of human inclination

b) terrorising tendency of human beings

c) self-evasive nature of humans

d) the dogma of capricious doctrines

According to Samuel Johnson

a) spiritual pursuits are not as great as human wishes

b) living properly requires materialistic desires

c) human desires are the result of spiritual upliftment

d) spiritual pursuits are greater qualities than human desires

Which of the following statements is/are false:

A. Despite the permanence of our endeavours, they remain essential to the human experience.
B. The transience of our efforts’ results provide us with a sense of purpose and meaning.
a) Only B b) Only A c)BothA&B d) None

What does the vanity of human achievements remind us of?

Human achievements in the realms of art, literature, and science

a) remain permanent b) become more prominent

c) wane with the passage of time d) not restored by the future generations
Fill in the blanks in view of the writer’s disillusionment with human achievements.

Itis to conclude that human achievements are
a) useless; rewarding b) enticing; futile
c) subjective; great d) belittling; mammoth

State whether True/False:

According to the writer of the passage, we should strive for greatness for the sake of future
generations.

Which word in the first paragraph means the same as ‘that cannot be washed out’?
Read the passage given below:
The GST and How it has Increased Government Revenue in India

The Goods and Services Tax (GST) was introduced in India on July 1, 2017, with the aim of creating a
unified and streamlined tax system. The GST subsumed multiple indirect taxes, including the Central
Excise Duty, Service Tax, and Value-Added Tax (VAT). Since its implementation, the GST has had a
significant impact on government revenue in India.

According to data from the Ministry of Finance, the total GST revenue collected by the government
has shown a steady increase over the years. In the first year of GST implementation (2017-18), the
total revenue collected was %9.32 lakh crore. This increased to X11.77 lakh crore in 2018-19 and
X12.22 lakh crore in 2019-20.

The GST revenue has also shown a significant increase in the post-pandemic period. In 2020-21, the
GST revenue collected was X11.36 lakh crore, despite the economic slowdown caused by the COVID-
19 pandemic. In 2021-22, the GST revenue increased to X14.03 lakh crore, showing a growth rate of
23.6% over the previous year.
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A critical examination of the GST’s impact reveals that while it has augmented government revenue, it
has also redistributed the tax burden onto the common man. The GST’s regressive nature has led to
increased costs of living, particularly for low- and middle-income households. Furthermore, the
complexity of the GST system has resulted in compliance challenges for small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs).

Notwithstanding these challenges, the GST has been instrumental in enhancing government revenue,
which can be utilized for public expenditure and welfare initiatives. To mitigate the regressive effects
of the GST, policymakers must consider implementing measures to alleviate the tax burden on
vulnerable populations.

In conclusion, the GST’s impact on government revenue in India has been substantial. However, a
nuanced understanding of its effects necessitates consideration of the tax burden on the common
man. Future research should focus on investigating the GST’s redistributive effects and exploring
policy solutions to promote greater tax equity.
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Answer the following questions : 8x1=8

VI.
VII.

VIII.

Q.3

What was the purpose of introducing GST?

The GST does not encompass:

a) Central Excise Duty b) Service Tax ¢) Custom Duty d) Value-Added Tax (VAT)
State which of the following Statements is/are false:

A. GST revenue collected by the government has shown a rapid increase over the years.

B. Since its inception, GST revenue collected by the government has doubled in 2019-20.

a)Only A b) Only B c) None d) Both

Mention two major impacts of the GST.

What is the tone of the writer when he says “the complexity of the GST system has resulted in
compliance challenges for small and medium-sized enterprises”?

a) appreciative b) reflective c) critical d) jovial

What can policymakers do to alleviate the regressive effects of the GST?

According to the diagram, the years witnessed the highest downfall in VAT collection.
Which word in the last paragraph means the same as ‘refined and subtle’?

Read the passage given below:

Augmented reality has been gaining momentum in recent years, transforming the way we interact
with the world around us. By overlaying digital information onto real-world environments, AR is
bridging the gap between the physical and digital realms. As this technology continues to evolve, it’s
clear that AR will play a pivotal role in shaping the future.

One of the most significant applications of AR is in the realm of education. Interactive AR experiences
are making learning more engaging, effective, and fun. Students can now visualize complex concepts,
explore historical sites, and interact with virtual labs, all from the comfort of their classrooms.
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(i)

(i)

Q4.

Q5.

iii)

Q6.

AR is also revolutionizing the world of entertainment. Pokémon Go, a pioneering AR game, has
already demonstrated the immense potential of immersive gaming experiences. As AR technology
advances, we can expect to see more sophisticated games, virtual try-ons, and interactive storytelling.

In addition, AR is poised to transform industries such as healthcare, retail, and manufacturing. Medical
professionals can use AR to visualize patient data, practice surgeries, and enhance patient care.
Retailers can create immersive shopping experiences, allowing customers to try on virtual clothing
and accessories. Manufacturers can use AR to enhance production processes, improve quality control,
and reduce costs.

As AR continues to evolve, we can expect to see significant advancements in resolution, tracking, and
mapping capabilities, leading to increased adoption of AR-enabled devices and the development of
more sophisticated AR content and applications.

In conclusion, augmented reality is on the cusp of revolutionizing numerous aspects of our lives. As
this technology continues to advance, we can expect to see unprecedented innovations, applications,
and opportunities emerge. The future of AR is bright, and it’s exciting to think about the endless
possibilities that await us.

On the basis of your reading of the above passage, make notes on it using heading and sub-heading.
Also use recognized abbreviation wherever necessary (minimum 4). Supply a suitable title. 5

Werite the summary of the passage in about 80 words. 3
Section — B (Grammar & Creative Writing - 23 Marks)

Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb given in the brackets: 4x1=4

I (a) (expect) Connor here yesterday and kept waiting for him in the hall. No sooner (b)
the bell ring, than | jumped out of my chair. On opening the door | was aghast to find the

milkman (c) (stand) there bluntly. If Connor’s sister had not informed me about his

arrival, | (d) (remain) in the dark.

Choose the best option to form a meaningful sentence. 3x1=3

While home-grown rivals like Hotstar and JIO Cinema

P. expanded their market share in India Q. have gained footing, global
R. streaming goliaths like Netflix and S. Amazon Prime have steadily
a) QRSP b) PQRS c) SRPQ d) QPSR

At this point, Sergeant Francis "Frank" Troy

P. encounters Bath sheba Q. Weather bury and by chance

R. returns to his native S. one night

a) PSRQ b) RQPS c) SQRP d) PQSR

In the Alagaddupama Sutta, the Buddha

P. feared his teaching because Q. destroyed if they followed it

R. they believe that their self would be S. describes how some individuals

a) SQRP b) PRSQ c) QRSP d) SPRQ

i. You want to rent out your newly constructed flat in the heart of the city. Draft an
advertisement in not more than 50 words to be published in ‘The Deccan Herald’, Bengaluru under
classified columns. Give all the necessary details. You are Mohan/Mahima of Jayanagar, Bengaluru.

OR
You are Kush/Kashvi, General Manager of PJC. Industries, Hyderabad. You need an accountant for

your company. Draft, in not more than 50 words, an advertisement to be published in ‘The Hindu’ in
classified columns. 3
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(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(i)

As the President of Lion’s Club of Vasundhra City, design a poster in not more than 50 words for
promoting good health through ‘Health Mela’ to be held at Central Community Hall of the city.
Mention some of its attractions. 3

OR

Fireworks and crackers are known to create pollution during festivals. As an environmentalist, design
a poster in about 50 words to create awareness of their ill effects.

Mobile phone of today is no longer a mere means of communication. Music lovers are so glued to it
that they don’t pay attention even to the traffic while crossing the roads. This leads to accidents,
sometimes even fatal ones. Write a speech in 120-150 words to be delivered in the morning assembly
advising the students to be careful in the use of this otherwise very useful gadget. Imagine you are the
Head Boy / Head Girl of your school. 5

OR

Consumerism is increasing day by day. Luxuries of yesterday have become necessities of today. The
result is that the more we want the more miserable we become. Write a speech in 120-150 words on
‘The only way to minimize human suffering and pain is to control our needs’. You are Navtej/Navita.

‘Is capital punishment an effective deterrent against crime?’ Write a debate in 120-150 words either
for or against the motion. 5

OR

‘Our large population is not a cause of poverty but an asset, a resource.” Write a debate in 120-150
words either for or against the motion.

Section — C (Literature - 31 Marks)
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:- 3x1=3

“Father and son, we both must live

On the same globe and the same land,

He speaks: | cannot understand

Myself, why anger grows from grief

We each put out an empty hand

Longing for something to forgive”

The poet uses the words ‘globe’ and ‘home’ to

(a) indicate that his son moves away from him

(b) imply that his son speaks out in the world

(c) symbolize how his son approaches him

(d) imply that both should strive to share a common world as well as home

The expression ‘I cannot understand myself’ indicates the poet’s
(fascination/helplessness) at his (failed endeavours/common objectives)

‘An empty hand’ in line 5 means that both father and son wish to forgive each other and start anew
relationship, but they are unsuccessful. (True/False)

OR
“When did my childhood go?

Was it the time | realised that adults were not
All they seemed to be,

They talked of love and preached of love,

But did not act so lovingly,”

The poet uses the word ‘all’ in line 3 to indicate .

(a) the idealistic views of a child (b) the hypocrisy of adult behaviour
(c) our way of finding solace (d) all the confusions of the poet
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(ii)

(iii)

Q8.

(i)

(ii)
(iii)

(i)
(ii)

(iii)

Q9.

i)
i)

iii)

What is the thought that is troubling the poet?

(a) where has his childhood gone

(b) has his childhood phase come to a pause

(c) does the essence of childhood still exists in this world.

(d) if he should become an adult now.

According to the extract, what realization has dawned upon the poet?

Read the given extract and answer the questions that follow: 1x3=3

'The mummy is in very bad condition because of what Carter did in the 1920s," said ZahiHawass,
Secretary General of Egypt's Supreme Council of Antiquities, as he leaned over the body for a long first
look. Carter— Howard Carter, that is — was the British archaeologist who in 1922 discovered Tut's
tomb after years of futile searching. Its contents, though hastily ransacked in antiquity, were
surprisingly complete. They remain the richest royal collection ever found and have become part of
the pharaoh's legend.

“The mummy is in very bad condition because of what Carter did in the 1920s.” What did Carter do to
the mummy?

What has become a part of the pharaoh's legend?

The meaning of the word ‘antiquity’ as used in the extract is

(a) Of distant past (b) Surprise (c) Careful manner (d) Precious object
OR

‘December 25 found us 3,500 kilometres east of Cape Town. Despite atrocious weather, we had a
wonderful holiday complete with a Christmas tree. New Year’s Day saw no improvement in the
weather, but we reasoned that it had to change soon. And it did change — for the worse.
At dawn on January 2, the waves were gigantic. We were sailing with only a small storm jib and were
still making eight knots. As the ship rose to the top of each wave we could see endless enormous seas
rolling towards us, and the screaming of the wind and spray was painful to the ears. To slow the boat
down, we dropped the storm jib and lashed a heavy mooring rope in a loop across the stern. Then we
double-lashed everything, went through our life-raft drill, attached lifelines, donned oilskins and life
jackets — and waited.’

The overall mood of the members was (sceptical/celebratory/ regretful) during the Christmas.
Which of the following statement(s) is/are true:

A. They were sailing with a small storm jib at a speed of eight knots.

B. When the ship was sailing with the huge waves, they could not see the huge sea in front of them.
C.The noise of the waves and strong winds was painful for the ears.

a)A&C b)A&B c) All the three d) Only C

Fill in the blank with a suitable word from the extract that means ‘extremely bad’:

All acts must be condemned and punished by the court of law.

Read the given extract and answer the questions that follow: 1X4=4

‘Mourad was sitting on a beautiful white horse. | stuck my head out of the window and rubbed my
eyes. Yes, he said in Armenian. It’s a horse. You’re not dreaming. Make it quick if you want to ride. |
knew my cousin Mourad enjoyed being alive more than anybody else who had ever fallen into the
world by mistake, but this was more than even | could believe.’

How are the two boys mentioned here related?
Why did Mourad say that the narrator was not ‘dreaming’?
quality of Mourad is revealed here.
(a) spiteful (b) treacherous (c) lively (d) stubborn
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(ii)
(iii)

(iv)

Q10.

(i)

(ii)
(iii)

(iv)

Q1l1.

(i)

(ii)

Ql2.

Q13.

The phrase ‘who had ever fallen into the world by mistake’ indicates that the world is not ideal for
people like Mourad. (True/False)

OR

‘Well, architect,” said His Majesty.

‘I do ordain that you shall be

Hanged.’ Said the architect, ‘O King,

You have forgotten one small thing.

You made certain amendments to

The plans when | showed them to you.’

The King heard this. The King saw red.

In fact he nearly lost his head;

But being a just and placid King

He said, ‘This is a tricky thing.

| need some counsel. Bring to me

The wisest man in this country.’

The architect mentions that it was the who made minute changes to the architect’s initial plan.
Why do you think the phrase ‘just and placid King’ has been repeated?

Who was the ‘wisest man’ to be summoned to the Royal Court?

(a) Amad man (b) The melon (c) The mason (d) None of the above

Which word in the extract means the same as ‘order something officially’?

Answer the following in 40-50 words. (ANY TWO) 3x2=6
What do the ‘terribly transient feet’ in the poem ‘The Photograph’ imply? Mention the poetic device
used in this expression.

Why was the narrator relieved on meeting Norbu? (Silk Road)

Why was it hard for the narrator to believe that his grandmother was once young and pretty? (The
Portrait of A Lady)

What happened after the goldfinch entered the thickness of the laburnum top?
Answer the following in 40-50 words. (ANY ONE) 3x1=3

George, Doris and Cyril were all ungrateful. Cite relevant instances from the text to bring out the truth
of this remark.

Mourad did not steal the horse, he only took a little advantage. Do you agree? Justify with reference.
Answer the following in about 120 to 150 words: (ANY ONE) 6x1=6

“Religion was the dominant feature of her life”. Comment on this statement in regard to Khuswant
Singh’s grandmother as projected in “The Portrait of a Lady”.

OR

Gangadharpant was able to find the precise moment ‘where history had taken a different turn for
India’. What was this moment? How did it affect India and its people?

Answer the following in about 120 to 150 words: (ANY ONE) 6x1=6

“Andrew had no premonition that night would influence his whole future in Blaenelly”. State the
significance of this remark with reference to the text ‘Birth’.

OR

Why does the narrator say that forgetting Mrs. Dorling’s address would be the ‘easiest of all things’?
Explain with reference to Margo Minco’s ‘The Address’.

—o—
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