HALF YEARLY EXAMINATION, 2025-26
ENGLISH

Time — 3:00 Hrs. Class - IX M.M. : 80

Date — 13.09.2025 (Saturday)

Name of the student Roll No. _Section

Q.1

Section —A Reading Comprehension (20 marks)
Read the following passage carefully. (10)

The world today is witnessing rapid changes in climate, and India is among the most vulnerable
nations to its impacts. Rising temperatures, erratic rainfall, and extreme weather events are no
longer distant possibilities; they are current realities affecting millions. According to a report by
the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD), the average temperature in India has risen by
0.7°C over the last century, and projections suggest a further increase of 1.5-2°C by the end of
this century.

One of the most pressing concerns is agriculture. Nearly 60% of India’s population depends on
agriculture for livelihood, but the sector is highly climate-sensitive. Unpredictable monsoons,
prolonged droughts, and sudden floods disrupt crop cycles and reduce yield. For example, the
2019 delayed monsoon severely affected paddy cultivation in eastern states, while Maharashtra
faced drought-like conditions in the same year. Such variations not only threaten food security
but also deepen rural distress.

Water scarcity is another growing challenge. India has 18% of the world’s population but only
4% of global freshwater resources. Over-extraction of groundwater, combined with erratic
rainfall, is leading to severe shortages. Reports suggest that 21 Indian cities, including Delhi,
Bengaluru, and Hyderabad, may run out of groundwater by 2030 if current consumption
patterns continue. This will have cascading effects on health, hygiene, and industrial
productivity.

Urban India, too, faces unique climate challenges. Rising temperatures have intensified the
urban heat island effect, where concrete-heavy cities trap more heat. This leads to higher energy
demands for cooling, increased air pollution, and public health issues such as heat strokes.
Additionally, unplanned urbanisation worsens the impact of floods, as seen in the Chennai
floods of 2015 and the Mumbai floods of 2017.

However, there are rays of hope. India has committed itself to the Paris Agreement and has set
ambitious targets to increase renewable energy capacity. Solar and wind energy projects are
expanding rapidly. The government’s initiative of “International Solar Alliance” has gained global
recognition, aiming to harness solar power for a sustainable future. Moreover, citizens are also
playing a role—urban gardening, rainwater harvesting, and reducing single-use plastics are small
but impactful steps.

The road ahead is challenging, but not impossible. A coordinated effort involving government
policies, scientific innovation, and public participation is essential. Climate change is not a
distant threat; it is here and now. The choices India makes today will determine the quality of
life for generations to come.

Answer the questions given below. 1x6=6

i)

The passage indicates that climate change is not a “distant threat.” Which statement BEST
captures this idea?
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i)

Vi)

vii)

viii)

Q.2

a) Climate change will only affect the next century.

b) Climate change is already impacting India’s agriculture, water, and cities.
c) Climate change has no measurable effect on human life yet.

d) Climate change is mainly a concern for developed nations.

The contrasting examples of delayed monsoon in eastern states and drought in Maharashtra in
2019 primarily illustrate:

a) Ineffective agricultural policies b) Regional disparity in climate impacts
c) Overdependence on cash crops d) The role of international trade in agriculture

The statistic about India’s freshwater (18% population but 4% freshwater resources) highlights
which underlying issue?

a) India’s mismanagement of energy resources

b) The imbalance between demand and availability of resources
c) India’s reliance on rainfall-dependent farming

d) The global inequality of water distribution

The mention of Chennai floods (2015) and Mumbai floods (2017) in the passage serves to
demonstrate:

a) The positive side of rapid urbanization

b) Regional resilience in managing disasters

c) How unplanned urbanisation worsens climate impacts

d) The effectiveness of flood-management strategies

Which of the following BEST explains the "urban heat island effect" mentioned in the passage?
a) A natural rise in Earth’s average temperature due to climate change

b) A situation where urban areas remain cooler than rural surroundings

c) Cities trapping heat due to concrete surfaces, increasing energy demand and health risks
d) Rapid melting of glaciers in urban areas

India’s initiative of the “International Solar Alliance” is presented as an example of:

a) Global collaboration in renewable energy transition

b) Urban beautification projects

c) Dependence on foreign technology for solar power

d) A temporary response to urban heat waves

“The choices India makes today will determine the quality of life for generations to come.”

Interpret this line in the context of policy-making and public responsibility. 2
Evaluate the role of unplanned urbanisation in worsening climate-related disasters. Do you think
stricter urban planning policies could reduce such risks? 2
Read the following passage carefully. 10

Mountains have always been held in great awe by mankind. They have been a challenge to
humans. Those brave among us have always wanted to conquer them. You see, the more
incredible the mountains, the greater the thrill — a challenge to the bravery of the human race.
Climbing mountains is an experience that is hard to put into words. You are in a beautiful
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environment and, when you reach the top, you feel incredible. But you also have to climb down,
which is when most accidents happen — people are tired, it gets dark, it’s harder. So, mountain
climbing is undoubtedly one of the most popular adventure sports along with being challenging
and risky for the climber.

Without any perceived risk, there can’t be a feeling that any significant challenge has been
surmounted. Fair, but we have to bear in mind that mountaineering is not a sport that can be
embraced without preparation. The enthusiasts must develop in themselves the spirit of
adventure, willingness to undertake hardships and risks, extraordinary powers of perseverance,
endurance, and keenness of purpose before climbing a mountain. They should also know how to
handle the mountaineering equipment. Then comes the penance of the rigorous training. This
could very well be the lifeline up there. It helps inculcate and hone survival instincts that allow
the climber to negotiate perilous situations. There are numerous institutes in India and abroad
that offer such training.

Mountain climbers are unanimous in agreeing that the unpredictable weather is what they fear

the most. There may be sunshine one moment and a snowstorm the other. At higher altitudes,
snow is a regular feature and being decisive about setting up camps or proceeding further is
crucial. The icy sheets after ice storms make walking treacherous, while the powdery snow
makes a mountaineer sink deep into the snow. Up there, where the intention is to embrace
Nature’s wonder, one realises that it cannot be done without facing its formidable glory. A true
mountaineer may challenge the mountain, yet is always respectful to the powerful forces of
nature.

Summiting mountains carries its own health risks such as oxygen and altitude sickness problems,
frost bites, swelling of hands and feet, fluid collection in brain or lungs and exhaustion. Yet, the
gratification mountaineers feel from mastering something that is so frightening, urges them to
undertake these endeavours. We may think that the mountaineers are fearless, experts say,
“Not at all. It’s fear that keeps them so intrigued with such arduous journeys.” Impulse and
brazenness can be deadly foes. In the words of the Indian mountaineer, Bachendri Pal, “The
biggest risk ... is to not to take the risk at all. Remember that.”

Answer the questions given below. (1x6=6)

i)

i)

iv)

Which aspect of mountaineering reflects the human spirit of resilience most strongly?
(a) Facing unpredictable weather (b) Using mountaineering equipment
(c) Enjoying the view at the summit (d) Collecting survival gear

The author compares the descent to being more dangerous than the ascent. This primarily
highlights:

(a) the tiredness of climbers (b) the deceptive nature of success
(c) the beauty of the mountains (d) the need for strong equipment

“Without any perceived risk, there can’t be a feeling that any significant challenge has been
surmounted.”

This suggests that—

(a) Risk is unnecessary in achieving goals (b) Risk enhances the value of achievement
(c) Success comes only without risk (d) Risk reduces satisfaction

Assertion (A): Mountaineers respect the powerful forces of nature.

Reason (R): Disrespecting nature can increase the danger of mountaineering.
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Vi)

vii)

viii)

Q.3

Q.4

Q.5

(a) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation

(b) Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation
(c) Ais true, R is false

(d) Ais false, R is true

Which idea is emphasized through the quote by Bachendri Pal: “The biggest risk ... is not to take
the risk at all.”

(a) Risk-taking is a part of human growth (b) Risks must always be avoided

(c) Climbing without risk is easier (d) One should never take chances in life
What deeper truth about human nature does the passage highlight?

(@) Humans are controlled by fear and hence avoid challenges

(b) Humans seek comfort over hardship

(c) Humans thrive on challenges and risk for growth

(d) Humans conquer nature completely

The passage suggests that fear is what drives mountaineers. In what ways can fear act both as a
limitation and as a motivator in life? Give examples beyond mountaineering. 2

“Climbing mountains is symbolic of the struggles of human life.” Do you agree? Justify your
answer using evidence from the text and your own understanding. 2

SECTION B- WRITING SKILLS (24 MARKS)

Yesterday, during lunch break you misplaced your English Communicative textbook. Write a
notice in about 50 words for the school notice board. You are Rohan/ Rohini Sen, a student of
class IX. 4

OR

Your school has planned an excursion of 9 days to Shimla- Manali-Rohtang. Write a notice in
not more than 50 words for your school notice board, giving detailed information and inviting
the names of those who are desirous to join. Sign as Naman/Namita, Head Boy/ Head Girl of
the school.

Write an email to your class teacher requesting leave for three days as you are going out of
station with your parents. (60-80 words) 5

OR

Write an email to your school’s Head Boy / Head Girl suggesting the idea of starting a
"Photography Club."

Write a Descriptive paragraph based on the verbal and visual clues given below. (80-100 words)

Born October 10, 1985 - an Indian astronaut -- motivated by the Kargil War --
cleared the NDA_Examination—graduated in 2005 from NDA -- selected for
flying training at the Indian Air Force Academy-- Gaganyaan program-- Axiom
Mission 4--the firstISRO astronaut to visit the International Space Station--
Pride of nation.

OR

The International Yoga Day- celebrated on 21" June across the world- UN’s promotion of good
health, harmony and peace- aims to raise awareness —benefits of practising Yoga. 7
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Q.6

Q7.

Q.8

Q.9

Eg.
Ans.

You witnessed a road accident while returning from school. Write a diary entry expressing your
shock, fear, and thoughts on road safety. (100-120 words) 8

OR

Today you were scolded in front of the whole class for something you didn’t do. Pen down your
feelings in your diary.

SECTION — C GRAMMAR (10 MARKS)

Fill in the blanks with appropriate option. 1x2=2

By the time the bell rang, the students (write) the entire essay twice.

She speaks as if she (know) everything about the subject.

There is an error in each line. Write the incorrect word and its correction in the answer sheet

as given below. 1x3=3
Sr.N | Paragraph Error Correction

01 | The principal along with the teachers were
planning the annual function.

02 | Every students was asked to contribute in one
way or another.

03 | Each and every arrangements was checked

carefully.
(a) Rearrange the following jumbled words and phrases of the given information to make
meaningful sentences. 1x2=2

feared by / snakes are / in our / worshipped / and / many / country
Snakes are worshipped and feared by many in our country.
had / reached / station / the / train / arrived / the / already / before / he
so / was / difficult / the / that / could / problem / nobody / solve / it
(b) Change the voice of the below mentioned sentences. 1x3=3
They made him the captain of the team.
The class teacher will be conducting a meeting.
The police are questioning the suspects in the interrogation room.
SECTION —-D LITERATURE (26 marks)

Read the given extracts and answer the questions that follow. (Attempt any two) (4+4=8)

In the silence that followed a dark flush stained the tan of the Corporal’s face. “Here,” he said at
last, “you give this lecture”. As if afraid to say any more, he tossed the grenade to the Professor.
Quite unabashed, Private Quelch climbed to his feet and with the attitude of a man coming into
his birth-right gave us an unexceptionable lecture on the grenade.

The phrase “a dark flush stained the tan of the Corporal’s face” most likely indicates:
a) The Corporal was embarrassed and humiliated in front of his juniors.

b) The Corporal was exhausted from continuous training.

c) The Corporal felt sympathy for the Professor’s knowledge.

d) The Corporal was amused by the Professor’s boldness.
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i)

(B)

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(C)

(i)

(i)

Why did the Corporal say, “Here, you give this lecture”?

a) Because he genuinely wanted Private Quelch to showcase his knowledge.

b) Because he wished to mock and silence the Professor by burdening him.

c) Because he did not know anything about the grenade.

d) Because it was the Professor’s duty to lecture that day.

The expression “with the attitude of a man coming into his birth-right” implies that:
a) Quelch lectured with natural ease and a sense of entitlement.

b) Quelch hesitated but eventually managed to speak well.

c) Quelch felt nervous about addressing the group.

d) Quelch refused to speak unless formally invited.

The word “unabashed” in the context highlights Quelch’s:

a) Courage in correcting his superior. b) Arrogance and complete lack of embarrassment.
c) Shyness while giving the lecture. d) Desire to avoid conflict with authority.
“Will no one tell me what she sings?

Perhaps the plaintive number flow,

For old, unhappy, far off things

And battles long ago.”

Why does the poet use the word “perhaps”?

What is the meaning of the phrase “plaintive number”?

What predominant emotion does the reaper’s song convey?

Identify the poetic device used in the first line.

Jeanne: Well... of course ...it"s very charming. ...

Juliette: Of course, as | told you, it’s not a large place. | warned you. There are two large
bedrooms and one small one.

Gaston: Well now! That’s something.

Jeanne : (to her husband). You are quite right, darling. I’'m afraid it would not be suitable. Thank
you, Madame, we need not keep you any longer.

Juliette: Oh, that’s quite alright.

Gaston: Just a moment, just a moment, my dear. You say there are two large bedrooms and a
small one...

Jeanne’s line “I’'m afraid it would not be suitable” suggests—

a) she dislikes the villa’s design

b) she feels the house is too small for their needs

c) she is eager to leave the conversation politely

d) both (b) and (c)

The contrast in Jeanne and Gaston’s attitudes in this extract best illustrates—
a) sentiment vs. practicality b) haste vs. shrewdness

c) politeness vs. rudeness d) extravagance vs. thrift
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(iii)  Gaston’s reaction “Well now! That’s something” shows—
a) he is mocking the maid’s description
b) he is surprised by the arrangement of rooms
c) he suddenly sees a hidden advantage
d) he is trying to reassure Jeanne
(iv)  Which literary device is most evident in Jeanne’s words “we need not keep you any longer”?
a) Irony, because she dismisses the villa just as Gaston grows interested
b) Sarcasm, because she ridicules Juliette indirectly
c) Metaphor, because the villa is compared to wasted time
d) Hyperbole, because she exaggerates the lack of space
Q.11 Answer ANY SIX of the following questions in about 30-40 words each. 2x6=12
(i) Mention briefly how we can relate the journey of the Brook with that of human life.
(ii) What significant role had been played by Duke in Chuck Hooper’s life?
(iii)  Why did the poet think that the other road had a better claim?
(iv)  KashiYatre was grandmother’s favourite novel. Why?
(v) Why did the poet ask someone to tell him what the solitary reaper was singing?

(vi) Do you think Private Quelch learnt a lesson when he was chosen for a cookhouse duties? Give
reasons for your answers.

(vii)  How did Jeanne react to Gaston’s decision to purchase the Villa?
Q.12 Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in about 80-100 words. 1x6=6

(i) As a couple, what do their contrasting personalities reveal about decision-making in
relationships? Do you think such differences are strengths or weaknesses in a partnership?
Justify your answer with reference to the play (Villa for Sale).

OR

(ii) If life is like a journey, how do the two poems — The Road Not Taken and The Brook - together
teach us to deal with decisions and challenges along the way? Support your answer with
references from both poems.
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