
HALF YEARLY EXAM | SOCIAL SCIENCE | CLASS 8 | 2025-26 | PRINTED Q 11     PRINTED PAGES 6 | PAGE# 1 

HALF YEARLY EXAMINATION, 202HALF YEARLY EXAMINATION, 202HALF YEARLY EXAMINATION, 202HALF YEARLY EXAMINATION, 2025555----26262626    

SOCIAL SCIENCE 
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

 The question paper contains five sections. Section A, B, C, D and E. 

 Section – A: Consists of objective type questions, carrying 1 mark each. 

 Section – B: Consists of very short and short answer type questions carrying 

2 and 3 marks respectively. 

 Section – C comprises of source based and diagram based questions carrying 

4 marks each. 

 Section - D: Consists of long questions carrying 5 marks each.  

  Section - E is map based questions carrying 1 mark each. Map in question 

no. 11 needs to be removed and attached with the answer sheet. 

 There is overall choice in 3 marks questions. An internal choice has been 

provided in long answer type questions. 
 

 SECTION - A 

Q1. Choose the correct option from the following.      (1×10 = 10) 

i. On 12 August 1765, the Mughal emperor appointed the East India Company as- 

a. The Diwan of Maratha   b. The Diwan of United Provinces 

c. The Diwan of Central Provinces  d. The Diwan of Bengal 

ii. Tribals were recruited in large numbers to work at the coal mines of-  

a. Assam          b. Uttar Pradesh          c. Bihar                  d. Jharkhand 

iii. Which one of the following is a human made resource?  

a. Rivers b. Spring water  c. Tropical forests d. Medicines to treat cancer 

iv. Look at the image given below and identify the soil conservation method from given options. 

 

a. Mulching     b. Intercropping c. Contour ploughing     d. Terrace farming 

v. Which one of the following is practised in the thickly forested areas of Amazon basin, tropical 

Africa, parts of southeast Asia and Northeast India? 

a. Commercial Farming      b. Mixed Farming 

c. Shifting Cultivation            d. Plantation Farming 
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vi. Match the followings and choose the correct option given below. 

 Column A            Column B 

i. Land use A. Narrow zone of contact between the lithosphere, hydrosphere 

and atmosphere. 

ii. Rock dams B. Organic matter deposited on top soil 

iii. Biosphere C. Prevent soil erosion 

iv. Humus D. Productive use of land 

Options: 

a. i-B, ii-C, iii-D, iv-A   b. i-D, ii-A, iii-B, iv-C 

c. i-D, ii-C, iii-A, iv-B   d. i-D, ii-B, iii-A, iv-C 

vii. In Mexico and Central America, shifting cultivation is known as 

a. Roca                 b. Ladang              c. Milpa  d. Jhumming 

viii. The existence of more than one level of government in the country is called as- 

a. Separation of power    b. Secularism 

c. Parliamentary form of government  d. Federalism 

ix. Identify the image given below and choose the right option. 

 

a. The Parliament with Rajya Sabha and State Legislative Assembly 

b. The Parliament with Vidhan Sabha and the House of the People 

c. The Parliament with Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha 

d. The Parliament with Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha 

x. Which act came into effect in 2006 after the recommendations submitted by the Standing 

Committee to the Rajya Sabha? 

a. Right to Information Act  b. Right to Education Act 

c. Domestic Violence Act  d. Delimitation Act 

Q.2 Assertion and Reason based questions.                                            (1x2=2) 

 Read the following assertions and reasons and choose the correct option. 

i. Assertion: The indigo planters found it difficult to expand the area under nij cultivation. 

Reason: Indigo could be cultivated only on fertile lands, and these were all already densely 

populated. 

Options: 

a. Both A and R are correct and R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A and R are correct, but R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is true, but R is false 

d. A is false, but R is true 
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ii. Assertion: Birsa Munda urged the Mundas to give up drinking liquor, clean their village, and 

stop believing in witchcraft and sorcery. 

Reason: Birsa’s movement was aimed at reforming tribal society. 

Options: 

a. Both A and R are correct and R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A and R are correct, but R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is true, but R is false 

d. A is false, but R is true 

Q3.  Fill in the blanks.          (1×5=5) 

i. The British conquest of Bengal began with the Battle of __________. 

ii. Growers of woad in Europe saw __________ as a crop which would provide competition to 

their earnings. 

iii. The tribal chiefs got _________ titles in central India under the British land settlements. 

iv. Coalition is a temporary _____________ of groups or parties. 

v. The tyranny of the _____________ could result in the discrimination, coercion and at times 

even the killing of religious minorities. 

Q.4 Correct the following sentences and rewrite.       (1×3=3) 

i. Different crops are grown in alternate rows and are sown at different times to protect the soil 

from rain wash is known as shelter belts. 

ii. Breeding of fish in specially constructed tanks and ponds is known as viticulture. 

iii. Introduction of a new train connection between Ajmer and Mysore is decided by the State 

government. 

Q.5 Define the following terms.        (1×3=3) 

i. Weathering 

ii. Organic Farming 

iii. Patent 

Q.6 Give suitable term/s for the following statements.      (1×2=2) 

i. A business enterprise that makes profit primarily through trade, buying goods cheap and 

selling them at higher prices. 

ii. Carefully utilising resources so that besides meeting the requirements of the present, also 

takes care of future generations. 

 SECTION – B 

Q.7 Very Short Answer Type Questions.        (2×5 = 10) 

i. What attracted European trading companies to India? 

ii. Mention two problems which arose with the new Munro system of fixing revenue. 

iii. Differentiate between renewable resources and non-renewable resources. (Any two) 

iv. What are the ways by which resources can be conserved? (Any two) 

v. Why do we need a parliament? (Any two points) 

Q.8 Short Answer Type Questions. (Any four)                      (3×4 = 12) 

i. What problems did shifting cultivators face under British rule? 

ii. Complete the following table: 
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                        Objective Why is this important? 

a.  One religious community does not dominate 

 another. 

 

b.  The State does not enforce any particular 

 religion nor take away the religious freedom 

 of individuals. 

 

c.  Some members do not dominate other 

 members of the same religious community. 

 

 

iii. Suggest any three ways to conserve water. 

iv. Why does a democratic country need a Constitution? (Any three points) 

v. Why do you think our national movement supported the idea that all adults have a right to 

vote? (Three points) 

 SECTION – C 

Q.9 Source Based and Diagram Based Questions.       (4×2=8) 

i. Read the source given below and answer the questions that follows: 

Right to Equality states that all persons are equal before the law. This means that all persons 

shall be equally protected by the laws of the country. It also states that no citizen can be 

discriminated against on the basis of their religion, caste or sex. Every person has access to all 

public places including playgrounds, hotels, shops etc. Right to Freedom includes the right to 

freedom of speech and expression, the right to form associations, the right to move freely 

and reside in any part of the country, and the right to practise any profession, occupation or 

business. Right against Exploitation prohibits human trafficking, forced labour, and 

employment of children under 14 years of age. Cultural and Educational Rights states that all 

minorities, religious or linguistic, can set up their own educational institutions in order to 

preserve and develop their own culture. 

Which Fundamental Rights will the following situations violate? 

a.  If a 13-year old child is working in a carpet manufacturing factory.   1 

b.  If a group of people are not given permission to open a Telugu-medium school in  1

 Kerala. 

c.  If the government decides not to promote an officer of the armed forces for being a 

 woman.            1 

d.  If a politician in one state decides to not allow labourers from other states to work in his 

 state.            1 

ii. a.  Complete the following flowchart of factors of soil formation. One factor has been 

 provided, write other factors marked as i, ii, iii and iv. 
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 b. Aman was explaining Vilas about the soil profile. Help him by labelling the layers of soil 

 profile marked as A, B, C and D in the following diagram. 

 

 SECTION - D 

Q.10 Long Answer Type Questions.         (5×4 = 20) 

i. How does the Parliament control, guide and inform the government? (Five points) 

ii.  What were the circumstances which led to the eventual collapse of indigo production in 

Bengal? (Five points) 

OR 

Describe the main features of the Permanent Settlement. 

iii. What do you understand by Agricultural Development?  How can they be achieved? (Any four 

points) 

iv. What were the areas of conflict between the Bengal Nawabs and the East India Company? 

OR 

Explain the system of ‘Subsidiary Alliance’. 

 SECTION – E 

Q.11 Map Based Questions. 

A. On the given outline Political map of India (attached with this question paper), locate the 

places (marked as i, ii and iii) with the help of given information. After writing the answer, 

reattach the map with your answer sheet.      (1×3=3) 

i. The place where the Supreme court was established by British under The Regulating Act of 

1773. 

ii.  The place which was annexed by the British government on the ground of misgovernment in 

1856. 

iii. The place where the joint armies of Mir Qasim were defeated by the British in 1764. 

B. On the same outline map of India (marked as arrows), locate the following tribal groups of 

India.(Any two)          (1×2=2) 

 a. Bhil  b. Naga  c. Gaddis 
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

 The question paper comprises of Two Sections. 

 Section A (OBJECTIVE) & Section B (SUBJECTIVE). 

 Section A comprises of 1 Mark.  

 Section B comprises of 2 Marks,3 Marks,4 Marks & 5 Marks questions. 

 There is no negative marking.  

SECTION- A 

Q.1 Fill in the blanks to complete the sentence with correct answer:   (1x6=6) 

i) A type of farming in which natural processes and pesticides are used ………… 

ii) The substitute for Indigo plant was ……………. 

iii) A field left uncultivated for a while so that the soil recovers its fertility………….. 

iv) Existence of more than one level of government in the country is called………………. 

v) The two Houses of Parliament …………….. and ……………. 

vi) The Parliament session begins with a ……………… 

Q.2 Choose the correct answer from the given options-  (1x9=9) 

i) Growing of flowers for commercial purpose is 

 a. Agriculture      b. Viticulture     c. Horticulture        d. Husbandry 

ii) Non-renewable resources are  

 a. Those which have limited stock            b. Made by human beings 

 c. Made of living things                        d. None of the above 

iii) Choose the Incorrect statement from the following: 

 a. Water is a vital renewable natural resource. 

 b.  Fresh water accounts for only 2.7% 

 c.  21% of freshwater is available and fit for use. 

 CODES:  

 A. Only a           B. Only b              C. Only c          D. None of these 

iv) Identify the key feature of Constitution with the help of information given below: 

 a. There are three organs of government. 

 b. Power is not concentrated in the hands of few. 

 c. It also provides checks on abuse of power. 

 CODES: 

 A. Separation of Power      B. Secularism    

 C. Fundamental Rights    D. Directive principle of state policy 
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v)   Vasco da Gama a Portuguese explorer had discovered the sea route to India in 1948, known 

 as  

 a. Cape of Good Hope    b. Cape of Mercantile   

 c. Cape of Religious Hope    d. Cape of Business route 

vi)    Identify the person in the image given: 

  

 a. William Morris b. Lord Dalhousie 

 c. Thomas Munro d. William Shakespeare 

vii)  In 1900 Birsa died of  

 a. Cholera         b.  Malaria         c. Typhoid               d. Flu 

viii) The country is divided into different areas for purpose of elections. These areas are called 

 a. Legislative         b.  Constituency         c.  Majority              d. Minority 

ix)  When two or more political parties join together because no single party achieved a 

 majority in the legislative body it forms  

 a. Executive         b.  Constituency         c.  Minority              d. Coalition 

Q.3 Match the columns and write the answers:   (1x6=6) 

COLUMN A COLUMN B 

a) Tertiary Sector Supreme law making Institution 

b) Technology Person owned by someone else 

c) Intercropping a royal edict 

d) Farman Alternate Rows 

e) Slave Application of latest knowledge 

f) Parliament Transport & Banking 

Q.4 Answer the following in one word:   (1x6=6) 

a)  Commercial rearing of Silkworms. 

b)  Exclusive right over any idea. 
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c)  A soil conservation measure in which bare ground is covered with layer of organic matter 

 like straw. 

d)  Under this alliance Indian rulers were not allowed to have their independent armed forces. 

e)  Supreme law of India 

f)  First tier of the government 

Q.5 Read the source given below and answer the questions that follows:   (1x5=5) 

Water, electricity, rickshaw, vegetables and textbooks have something in common. They 

have all been used by you, so they have utility. Utility or usability is what makes an object or 

substance a resource. Value means worth. Some resources have economic value, some do 

not. For example, metals may have an economic value, a beautiful landscape may not. But 

both are important and satisfy human needs. Some resources can become economically 

valuable with time. Your grandmother’s home remedies have no commercial value today. 

But if they are patented and sold by a medical firm tomorrow, they could become 

economically valuable.Time and technology are two important factors that can change 

substances into resources. Both are related to the needs of the people.  

a.  What do you mean by the term ‘Utility’? 

b.  Give one example which has economic value. 

c.  Can some resources become valuable with time? 

d.  What are two important factors that can change substances into resources? 

e.  Value means ………… 

Q.6 Draw the diagram of Soil Profile and label any of its three parts.      (4) 

Q.7 Identify the tribes marked as A, B, C and D from the following map of India.  (1x4=4) 
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SECTION- B 

Q.8 Answer the following questions in 30 to 40 words-                           (2x5=10) 

i) Why are resources distributed unequally over the Earth? 

ii) Write any two reasons for land degradation today. 

iii) What does the term secularism refers to? 

iv) What is the principle of Universal Adult Franchise? 

v) Who were considered as Dikus by the tribals? 

Q.9 Answer the following questions in 50 to 60 words-                             (3x5=15) 

i) What was Doctrine of Lapse? 

OR 

 What were the area of conflict between the Bengal nawabs and the East India Company? 

ii)  Explain any three methods of water conservation. 

iii)  What is Plantation agriculture ? 

iv) What was Mahalwari system? 

v) What would happen if there were no restrictions on the power of elected representatives? 

Q.10 Answer the following questions in70 to 80 words (any three)    (5x3=15) 

i) Why does a democratic country need a constitution? 

ii) What is Shifting cultivation? What are its dis-advantages? 

iii) What is the difference between Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. 

iv) Describe the main features of permanent settlement? 

OR 

 Differentiate between Nij and Ryoti cultivation. 

 

 


