HALF YEARLY EXAMINATION, 2025-26

ENGLISH
Time — 3:00 Hrs. Class — VIII M.M. : 80
Date — 08.09.2025 (Monday)
Name of the student Roll No. Section

Ql.

A)

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
Read the instructions very carefully and strictly follow them :

1. The Question Paper comprises 7 questions.
2. The question paper contains FOUR sections :
e Section A : Reading Skill

e Section B: Writing

e Section C: Grammar

e Section D: Literature

3. Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part.

SECTION A 15 marks
Reading Skills

Read the following passage carefully:

(1) It was a freezing New Year’s Eve. Snow fell steadily as a young, barefoot girl of about
seven years old wandered the streets. Her clothes were thin, her hands numb, and her
stomach empty. She carried a bundle of matches, hoping to sell them, but nobody stopped
to buy. Inside the houses nearby, people celebrated with warmth and joy, while outside the
child remained unnoticed in the bitter wind.

(2) To keep warm, she struck one of her matches. In the tiny flame, she imagined a bright
stove glowing with heat. For a moment, she felt comforted. When the flame went out, the
stove disappeared. She lit another, and suddenly she saw a grand table covered with
delicious food. The smell seemed real, and her hunger vanished for an instant. With the
third match, a tall Christmas tree appeared, decorated with shining lights and ornaments.
Each time the flame died, the beautiful visions faded, reality returned, leaving her alone in
the cold.

(3) At last, she struck her final match. This time she saw her grandmother’s face, kind and
gentle, smiling at her with love. The vision was so warm and comforting that the girl wished
to remain there forever. As the flame faded, she sank softly into the snow, a peaceful smile
on her lips.

(4) The next morning, passers-by found her still and quiet, with burnt-out matches beside
her. To them, she was only a poor child who had died in the cold. But in her last moments,
she had found comfort, hope, and love in her dreams. The passage reminds us that
compassion towards the suffering is the true meaning of humanity.

Answer the following questions, based on the above passage :

Why did the little girl strike the first match? 1
a) to sell it quickly b) to see her grandmother
c) to keep herself warm d) to light the Christmas tree
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B) What were the visions the girl saw when she lit her matches? 1
a) a stove, a table of food, and a Christmas tree
b) a market, a playground, and her school
c¢) a church, a festival, and a snowman

d) new clothes, new shoes, and coins

Q) Choose the correct synonym of the word “compassion” as used in the passage. 1
(Paragraph 4)
a) kindness b) power c) anger d) excitement

D) What happened each time the flame of a match went out? 1
a) the girl felt annoyed b) the visions disappeared and reality returned

c) new passers-by came to help her  d) the snow around her melted
E) Why is the ending described as “peaceful” even though the girl died? 1
a) because she found comfort in her visions before her death
b) because she had sold all her matches
c) because the townspeople welcomed her home
d) none of these
Q2. Read the following passage carefully:

(1) The Constitution of India is the supreme law of the country. It came into effect
on 26th January 1950, a day celebrated as Republic Day every year. The Constitution
was carefully written by the Constituent Assembly under the leadership of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, who is known as the Father of the Indian Constitution. It provides the
framework that guides how India is governed and protects the rights of its citizens.

(2) One of the most important features of the Indian Constitution is that it declares
India to be a sovereign, socialist, secular, and democratic republic. This means that
the country is independent, works for social and economic fairness, treats all
religions equally, and allows people to elect their own government.

(3) The Constitution is divided into different parts, and its rules are called Articles.
Some of these Articles are especially important because they protect the freedom
and dignity of people. For example, Article 14 guarantees equality before the law
for all citizens, no matter their caste, religion, or gender. Article 19 gives the right to
freedom of speech and expression, allowing citizens to share their views. Article 21
protects the right to life and personal liberty, ensuring that no one can be deprived
of life without proper law.

(4) The Constitution also includes the Directive Principles of State Policy, which
guide the government in making laws that promote justice, education, and welfare.
Another unique feature is the Fundamental Duties, listed in Article 51A, which
remind citizens of their responsibility to respect the nation, protect the
environment, and live in harmony.

(5) Over time, the Constitution has been amended to meet the needs of society. Yet
its core values remain unchanged—justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity. These
principles, written in the Preamble, act as the soul of the Constitution.

In simple terms, the Indian Constitution is not just a legal document. It is the
guardian of democracy and the protector of citizens’ rights. By following its Articles,
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India ensures that every person, rich or poor, powerful or weak, is treated with
fairness and respect.

Answer the following questions, based on the above passage :
A) Complete the following statements- (2x1=2)

i) The Constitution of India came into effect on and this day is
celebrated as

ii) Article 21 of the Indian Constitution guarantees the right to

B) Answer the following questions in 30-40 words- (3x2=6)
i)  What does the Article 14 guarantee to all the citizens of India?
ii) List any two Fundamental Duties mentioned in the Constitution.

iii) Why do you think Preamble is called ‘soul of the constitution’? Explain
briefly.

Q) Answer the following questions in one word- (2x1=2)

i) Identify a word from the passage that means “a feeling of brotherhood and
unity among all citizens, promoting harmony in society”? (paragraph 5)

a) Equality b) Liberty c) Fraternity  d) None of these

ii) ldentify the part of speech of the underlined word in the sentence, “Over
time, the Constitution has been amended to meet the needs of society.”

a) Preposition b) Noun c) Adverb d) Adjective
SECTION B 20 marks
Writing Skills
Q3. Imagine you recently participated in your school’s Science Exhibition. Write a diary (5)

entry expressing your experience, the projects you saw, your feelings, and what you
learnt. (80-100 words)

OR

Your school is going to organise a Book Fair next week. As the Head Boy/Head Girl,
draft a suitable Notice to be put up on the school notice board, informing the
students about the event. Include all the essential details. You are David/Cleopatra.
(80-100 words)

Q4. Study the given image carefully. Write a descriptive paragraph in 80-100 words (7)
about what the picture shows and what message it conveys.

rk for class i to x WITH LiNK.doox.

® people waiting with files
e officer at desk

® one man uses money as
a bridge

¢ unfair advantage

e corruption in society
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Q5. You are Riya/Rohan, a student of Class VIII. Recently, your school organized a (8)
Cultural Event where students participated in dance, drama, music, and other
activities. You also took part and enjoyed the experience a lot. Write a letter to
your cousin in about 100-120 words telling him/her about the event, your
performance, and how you felt being a part of it.

OR

You are Aditi/Arjun, a student of Class VIII, Sunrise Public School, Delhi. You feel that
students in your school are under too much exam stress. Many children study long
hours, skip games, and become anxious before exams. Write a letter to the Editor
of The Times of India in about 100-120 words, highlighting this problem and
suggesting simple ways like regular games, hobby activities, and counselling to help
students stay relaxed.

SECTION C 15 marks
GRAMMAR
Qeé. a) Read the given sentences. Identify the error in each sentence and supply (4x0.5=2)

the correct word.
i) The professor, together with his students, are conducting the experiment.
i) Let me know if you needed any assistance with your homework.
iii) This movie is suitable by children.
iv) How does the poet describes the beauty of nature in the poem?

b) Rearrange the following jumbled words to form meaningful sentences by  (3x1=3)
using proper punctuations :

i) worth /than /words /a/ more / picture / a thousand / is
ii) grass/always /greener /on /the other / of the /is / side / the fence

iii) the/ of life / understood / meaning / trees / has / plants / one who

c) Fillin the blanks with the correct form of verbs : (3x1=3)
i) She (finish) her homework before her mother returned home.
a) has finished b) had finished c) finished  d) finishing
ii) The shopkeeper always (weigh) the fruits correctly and packs them
neatly.
a) weigh b) weighs c) weighed d) weighing
iii) She (cook) dinner while talking to her friend on the phone
yesterday evening.
a) is cooking b) was cooking c) cooks d) has cooking
d) Change the following sentences into Passive Voice : (4x1=4)

i) They were watching a cricket match yesterday evening.
ii) 1 may light the candle.

iii) Read the instructions before starting.

iv) Who killed the terrorists?
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Q7.

i)

Fill in the blanks by choosing the verb forms that agree with the subject:

Not only the students but also the teacher

a) has b) was c) have d) are
All that glitters not gold.
a) are b) were c) have d)is
The group of students waiting outside.
a) was b) were c) are d) has
SECTION D
Literature

A) Read the extract and answer the questions that follow-

present at the function.

(3x1=3)

30 marks

“It must be very disagreeable to sleep in a tent, and eat all sorts of bad-tasting

things, and drink out of a tin mug”

i)

Who is speaking and about whom?

a) Amy is speaking about her father.

b) Jo is speaking about her brother.

c) Meg is speaking about her father.

d) Elizabeth is speaking about her cousin.

Who wished to go as a drummer or a nurse?

a) Meg b) Jo c) Amy d) Mother
What time of the year was it?

a) New Year’s Eve b) Christmas  c) Good Friday d) None of these
Complete the word by filling in the missing letters.

The word means ‘to surround something.’

E N

“When night comes, | bury my face in my arms and dream
that my paper boats float on and on under the midnight stars.
The fairies of sleep are sailing in them, and
the lading is their baskets full of dreams.”
Why does the child write his name on the paper boats?
a) to sell them b) to gain fame
c) all of these d) to speak to his mother
What does the phrase “float on and on under the midnight stars” suggest?
a) The boats move without an end, guided by imagination.
b) The boats stop after a while.
c) The boats are pulled by fishermen.

d) The boats sink quickly.
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iii) The overall tone of the poem is: 1
a) playful and dreamy b) serious and critical
c) fearful and gloomy d) harsh and realistic

iv) What do you mean by the word ‘lading’, mentioned in the lines stated above? 1
a) things which the boat is carrying b) night-flowering jasmine
c) the act of removing cargo d) None of these

B) Answer any five of the following six questions in 20-30 words : (5x1=5)

i)  Where was the tiger cub eventually discovered, and who is the author of ‘A
Risky Rescue’?

ii) How does the poet describe the children’s attack? (The Children’s Hour)

iii) What was the nurse supposed to give the doctor after the operation and
why didn’t she give it? (When the Mop Count Did not tally)

iv) “You can make a little Eden of the sphere you occupy.” The quoted line is
taken from which poem and who wrote the poem?

v) How does the story ‘Planning a surprise’ start?
vi) Why did Rupa and Neel leave the vest behind? (A Risky Rescue)
C) Answer any three of the following four questions in not less than 80 words.  (3x3=9)

i)  Why do you think Mr. March’s letter nudged the girls to make certain
resolutions? (Planning a surprise)

ii) The speaker uses the language of an attack by an invading army or an
intrusion to describe his daughter’s actions. Do you think their actions
prompt him to do so? Justify your answer. (The Children’s Hour)

iii) Justify the title of the story, ‘When the Mop Count Did Not Tally’.
iv) Discuss the themes of the poem, ‘Wishing’.

D) Answer any two of the following three questions in not less than 100 (4x2=8)
words.

i) Apart from the three wishes mentioned by the poet in the poem “Wishing”,
what three additional wishes would you like to wish for the world and why?

ii) How does the story “Risky Rescue” inspire us to show responsibility towards
wildlife and the environment?

iii) If you were in the position of the nurse who discovered that the mop count
did not tally, would you have responded in the same way? Justify your
answer. (When the Mop Count Did not tally)

<>
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HALF YEARLY EXAMINATION, 2025-26

ENGLISH
Time - 3:00 Hrs. Class - VIII (C) M.M.: 80
Date - 08.09.2025 (Monday)
Name of the student Roll No. __ Section______

Q.1

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
1. The Question Paper contains FOUR sections-READING, WRITING, GRAMMAR and LITERATURE.
2. Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part.

e SECTION A : READING SKILLS.

e SECTION B: WRITING

e SECTION C: GRAMMAR

e SECTION D: LITERATURE

SECTION A — READING 15 MARKS
Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow it. 5

Tech that Invades Your Privacy

With camera mobile phone sales estimated to touch 50 million globally by 2007 -up from 200,000 in
2002, the concept of privacy might disappear altogether.

For this the camera phone is getting more than its fair share of the blame, although there are other more
effective devices that can help intrude into other people's privacy.

Camera watches, for instance, look like traditional wrist watches, but double up as digital cameras. There
are high quality binoculars that come with built-in still cameras or video recorders.

Wireless cameras are a favourite with the paparazzi, and can be either worn, or concealed at a
convenient location to catch people unaware. The paparazzi, named after a character called Paparazzo in
Fellini's 'La Dolce Vita', would now feel more at home in a hi-tech James Bond flick.

However, it is the camera phone that has borne the brunt of legislation in most countries. Saudi Arabia
has a blanket ban on camera phones, although it is the only country to have such a ban. Many military
installations and research institutions have the ban on security grounds.

Answer the following questions by selecting the most appropriate options from the ones given below:

i)

Q.2

If more and more mobiles are used, it will mean

(a) positive effects of electronic devices on human body  (b) enjoying social life

(c) disappearance of privacy (d) appearance of personal and private life
Other devices that can kill one's privacy are

(a) camera watches (b) camera phone (c) binoculars (d) video recorders
The paparazzi use

(a) cameras (b) video cameras (c) wireless cameras (d) hi-tech devices

Camera phone is not a thing that can be used in

(a) South Asia (b) Saudi Arabia (c) military installations (d) security grounds

The word 'concealed' in paragraph 4 means

(a) kept underneath (b) put in a pocket (c) placed inside (d) hidden

Read the passage and answer the questions that follow it. 10

An elderly carpenter was ready to retire. He told his employer of his plans to leave the house building
business and live a more leisurely life with his family. He would miss the pay cheque, but he needed to
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retire. The employer was sorry to see his good worker go and asked if he could build just one more house
as a personal favour.

The carpenter said ‘yes’, but in time it was easy to see that his heart was not in his work. He resorted to
shoddy workmanship and used inferior material. It was an unfortunate way to end his career.

When the carpenter finished his work, his employer handed over the key of the house to the carpenter—
“This is your house, my gift to you.”

What a shock! What a shame! If he had only known he was building his own house, he would have done
it all so differently! Now he had to live in a poorly built house. So, it is with us. We build our lives, a day at
a time, often putting less than our best into the building. Then, with a shock, we realize we have to live in
the house we have built. If we could do it over, we would do it much differently. But, you cannot go back.
You are the carpenter, and every day you hammer a nail, place a board, or erect a wall. Someone once
said, your attitude, and the choices you make today, help build the “house” you will live in tomorrow.
Therefore, build wisely!

Questions:

A)
i)

i)
B)
.

ii.
)
.

i
D)

Q.3

Q.4

Q.5

Answer the questions in two sentences. 2x2=4
What did the carpenter tell his employer one day?

What favour did his employer ask from the carpenter?

Complete the statements. 2x1=2

The carpenter did not work to his heart so his work showed

We must learn that our attitudes and choices that

Write the synonym and antonym of 2x1=2
Slowly - (synonym)

Poor x (antonym)

How should we do our work? 2

SECTION B — WRITING (20 MARKS)

You are Geetanjali Ahuja, the Head Girl of Blossoms Public School, Gulbarga. Draft a notice in about 50
words informing the students of classes IX and X about an inter-class debate competition to be held in
the school in the first week of October. Give other necessary details. Put the notice in a box. 5

Attempt any ONE out of the given questions.

Write a descriptive paragraph in 100 words about your favourite festival. Use the given clues. 7
Hints — festivals are important ------- favourite --------- how it is celebrated --------- significance of the
festival.

OR
Write a diary entry on your first win in a quiz competition.
Hints — You come to know about the competition ---------------- start the preparations ------------- nervous
on the day of the competition ------------- happy on the announcement.
Attempt any ONE out of the given choices. 8

Last month you went to your friend’s house to spend a few days with him/her. Write a letter to your
father telling him about your visit and also share how you felt there. You are Dheeraj / Divya living at
101/B wing, Galaxy Apartments, L R Marg, Delhi.

OR

You have received a letter from NIT Risra to attend a 2 day workshop. Write a letter to the Principal of
your school seeking leave for the stated duration and reason. You are Mayur/ Mayuri.
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SECTION C - GRAMMAR (15 MARKS)

Q.6 Do as directed.

A. The following passage has not been edited. Find the error and write the correct word in the space as
shown in the example. 2
Incorrect correct
Patriotism mean love of one’s native land. mean means
Just like we love our father but mother, so we a.

love the land of our birth. This feeling are called b
patriotism. Patriotism is an natural feeling in the C.
heart. No one needs to teach us to loved our d
parents. Love for parents is an inborn feeling.

B. Rearrange the jumbled words and phrases to make meaningful sentences. Punctuate the sentences as
well. 3
i) we / movies together / enjoy /watching

ii) were playing / my friends / the / in / park / the afternoon/ and |
iii) vegetables / eat / should / we / more / and / fruits

C. Fill in the blanks with the correct tense form of the given verbs. 2
i) Joseph from London yesterday. (come)

i) They will their work by tomorrow morning. (finish)

D. Choose the correct passive voice of the given active voice. 3

i) The boy did not break the glass.
a. The glass was not broken by the boy.
b. The glass is not broken by the boy.
c. The glass had not been broken by the boy.
d. The glass has not been broken by the boy.
ii) His hard work satisfied me.
a. | was satisfied for his hard work.
b. | was satisfied by his hard work.
c. | was satisfied with his hard work.
d. | was satisfied at his hard work.
iiii) They eat dinner at 7 o’clock. (Change the voice)

E. Fill in the blanks with the verb that agrees with the subject. 2
i) His pants ___ torn during the match.(were/ was)
ii) Eight dollars __ what it would cost to buy the new pixel phone. (is/are)
F. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate verb that agrees with the subject. 3
i) Aliana (read/reads) science journal every week.
ii) Sohan and his sister (push/pushes) the door hard to enter the house.
iii) The news (is/are) often sensationalized by the media.

SECTION D — LITERATURE (30 MARKS)
Q.7 Read the extract and answer the questions that follow it. 4
A. ‘1 don’t know what else to do. She’s not coming. I'll leave the vest so she gets used to our scent, and

we’ll come back tomorrow.’
i) Who is ‘she’ here?
a) Tiger cub b) Neel c) Mr Gupta
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i)

Who wanted to save ‘she’?

a) Neel b) Rupa c) Both

What will the speaker do the next day?

a) The speaker will inform Gupta’s men.

b) The speaker will inform the rangers.

c) The speaker will inform their father.

The meaning of the idiom ‘turn a deaf ear’ is-

a) wait anxiously for something

b) refuse to listen

c) stop doing something

Read the lines of the poem and answer the question.

Day by day | float my paper boats one by one down the running stream.
In big black letters | write my name on them and the name of the village where | live.
| hope that someone in some strange land will find them and know who | am.
Where does the speaker let his paper boats float?

a) Stream b) Sea c) Ocean

What does the poem describe?

a) The child has been asked to make paper boats and float.

b) The child loves the world of fun and playfulness.

c) The child feels lonely so he utilises his time.

What are the paper boats loaded with?

a) Christmas roses b) Chrysanthemums c) Shiuli flowers
The figure of speech used in ‘Day by day | float my paper boats’ is —

a) Simile b) Metaphor c) Repetition
Answer the following questions in 20 words. (ANY FIVE)

When had Neel come across the cave earlier?

What does the speaker do at night in the poem ‘Paper Boats’?

Describe the room where the March sisters were sitting.

What is the ‘Children’s Hour’?

What work did the narrator’s (Sudha Murty) father do?

What should we scatter in the poem ‘Wishing’? Why?

Answer the questions in 80 words. (ANY THREE)

How, according to the speaker, can we make a little Eden?

Why an OT nurse is very important and what is her duty?

Describe how the girls planned a surprise for their mother on Christmas.
What was the appearance of the cub when Neel and Rupa found it?
Answer ANY TWO question in 100 words.

How can we fulfil the wishes of poet Ella Wheeler Wilcox?

Describe the scene that unfolded in the OT after the surgery was completed.

5x1=5

3x3=9

2x4=8

How does the speaker bring out the affection for his three daughters in the poem ‘Children’s Hour’?

<>
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