HALF YEARLY EXAMINATION, 2025-26

ENGLISH
Time — 3:00 Hrs. Class - VII M.M. : 80
Date — 19.09.2025 (Friday)
Name of the student Roll No. __Section L

Q.1

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
Read the instructions very carefully and strictly follow them :

1. The Question Paper comprises 8 questions.
2. The question paper contains FOUR sections :
e Section A : Reading Skill

e Section B: Writing

¢ Section C: Grammar

¢ Section D: Literature

3. Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part.

SECTION A — READING SKILLS — 15 Marks
Read the passage carefully.

Folk Art of India

Passed down through generations, Indian folk art continues to flourish in many parts of the
country. Being culturally diverse and distinct, India has seen the rise of various art forms—
some preserved in their original style, while others have adapted to modern paints and
materials. Most artworks depict religious epics, Gods, and Goddesses, yet each remains unique
and admirable in its own way.

Folk artists capture the beauty of their surroundings and preserve it permanently. Their colours
are often prepared from natural sources like stones, barks, and leaves, making them eco-
friendly and chemical-free. Though simple and two-dimensional, these paintings are vibrant,
expressive, and full of action. They are created on surfaces such as leaves, cloth, paper, or
metal.

Different painting styles thrive across regions, each reflecting traditions, customs, and beliefs
passed down for centuries. Originally, these paintings were done as murals or wall art,
showcasing not just indigenous lifestyles but also remarkable artistic imagination. Even an
untrained folk artist becomes a skilled craftsman when guided by inherited creative genius.

Geography too influences folk art. In Uttar Pradesh, paintings often adorn house walls, while in
Assam, where homes are built of bamboo and cane, this is uncommon. Folk and tribal
traditions treat everyday materials as worthy mediums of expression. With inspiration drawn
from nature—trees, birds, animals, hills, and valleys—Indian folk artists have built a priceless
treasure-house of art that continues to enrich the nation’s cultural heritage.

Based on your understanding of the passage, choose the most appropriate options for the given

questions. (5x1=5)
What are the natural sources of colours used in Indian folk paintings?
a) plastic and glass b) stones, barks, and leaves
c) chemicals and dyes d) charcoal and ink
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In which state are folk paintings often found on house walls?

a) Assam b) Gujarat c¢) Uttar Pradesh d) Rajasthan

Which of the following is NOT usually used as a surface for folk paintings?

a) metal b) cloth c) glass d) paper

In the passage, the word “inimitable” is used to describe folk art. What does it mean?

a) impossible to copy b) easy to copy c) easily deceived d) dependent on others

The passage highlights that even poverty-stricken and illiterate artists become “master
craftsmen” while creating folk art. What does this imply about folk art?

a) Itis only for trained professionals.

b) It has the power to transform ordinary people into creative geniuses.

c) It depends solely on financial support.

d) It is declining due to lack of resources.

Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:
Balancing Body, Mind, Thoughts and Feelings

In today’s fast-paced world, maintaining balance within ourselves has become more important
than ever. True well-being does not come from physical fitness alone, but from the harmony of
body, mind, thoughts, and feelings. When the body is healthy, the mind becomes calm, and
when the mind is calm, our thoughts and emotions flow in a positive direction. This inner
balance allows us to respond to life with clarity instead of reacting with stress or anger.

One of the simplest ways to achieve this harmony is through conscious breathing. Breathing is
the bridge between the body and the mind, yet we often take it for granted. By practicing
mindful breathing, we can regulate our heartbeat, lower stress hormones, and clear
unnecessary mental clutter. For example, a simple technique is deep belly breathing: inhale
slowly through the nose, allowing the stomach to rise, hold for a moment, and exhale gently
through the mouth. Repeating this for a few minutes relaxes the nervous system instantly.
Another helpful method is alternate nostril breathing, where you inhale through one nostril,
close it, exhale through the other, and repeat. This technique balances the left and right sides
of the brain, bringing mental clarity and emotional stability.

Balancing thoughts and feelings also requires self-awareness. Instead of suppressing emotions,
we can observe them with acceptance and release them through mindful practices.
Meditation, yoga, journaling, or simply taking quiet walks in nature can align our inner world
with peace.

Finally, balance is incomplete without letting go of the past. Holding on to regrets or painful
memories only blocks the present. Life is a gift meant to be lived fully. By embracing each
moment with gratitude, breathing deeply, and staying centred, we learn to enjoy every bit of
life and move forward with lightness and joy.

Complete the following statements and rewrite it. (2x1=2)
Conscious breathing is considered the bridge between and
Balance is incomplete without , as holding on to prevents us from

living in the present.
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Q4

Answer the following questions. (2x2=4)
How can mindful breathing clear unnecessary mental chaos?

What practices can help in aligning our inner world with peace? (Mention two methods)
Identify the part of speech of the underlined word in the given sentence: (1)

In today’s fast-paced world, maintaining balance within ourselves has become more important
than ever.

a) adverb b) noun c) adjective d) verb

Find a word from the passage that means the same as “a collection of things lying about in
an untidy state”. (Para 2) (1)
a) stability b) clutter c) gently d) harmony

The passage suggests that “holding on to regrets blocks the present.” Do you agree? Justify
your answer by explaining how letting go of the past can positively influence one’s mental and
emotional balance. (2)

SECTION B — WRITING SKILLS - 20 Marks

You are Ritesh Deshpandey / Priya Waghmare. You are the Secretary of the Eco Club of your
school. Your club is organizing a “Plastic-Free Campus Drive” to spread awareness among
students about reducing single-use plastics. Draft a notice informing students about the event,
encouraging them to participate, and asking them to bring cloth bags for the campaign. Include
date, time and venue of the event. (Word limit: 80 words) (5)

OR

Vehicles contribute significantly to air pollution in Indian cities, slowly affecting health and the
environment. Design a poster for vehicle owners showing practical steps to reduce pollution.
Include an attractive heading, visuals, short slogans, and useful suggestions. Make it
informative and persuasive. The poster is issued by the Centre for Science and Environment.
(Word limit: 80 words)

You are Riya/Rohan, living in House No. 45, Maple Lane, Green Park Colony, Lucknow —
226001. Recently, your school organized an educational trip to Agra where you visited the Taj
Mahal, Agra Fort, and the local markets. The trip was full of fun, learning, and memorable
experiences with your friends and teachers. Write a letter to your cousin describing the trip,
the places you visited, what you learned, and why the experience was special for you.

(Word limit: 100-120 words) (7)
OR

Write a paragraph in about 100-120 words on “describing the Annual Sports Meet of your
school”. Use the hints given below:

Name the event and special occasion

Date, time and venue

Number of participants and types of events
Opening ceremony and concluding ceremony

Best athletes and house wise position
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Q.6

(B)

(€)

(D)

(E)

(F)

i)

You are Ankit/Ankita, a resident of 24, Rajendra Nagar, New Delhi. You recently purchased a
brand-new smartphone (Model: X-Tek Pro 15, Invoice No. 4567, dated 10 August 2025) from
Electro World Store, Connaught Place, New Delhi. Within a week of purchase, the phone
started showing multiple issues — the battery drains very quickly, the screen freezes often, the
speaker produces distorted sound, and the device overheats even with minimal use.

Write a letter of complaint to the Store Manager describing the problems you are facing with
the phone, the inconvenience caused, and request either an immediate replacement or proper
servicing under warranty. (Word limit: 100-120 words) (8)

OR

You are Aarav/Aarohi, a student of Class VIII of St. Xavier’s School, Jaipur. You have been
selected to represent your school in a state-level sports competition to be held in Udaipur. The
competition will continue for a week, from 25™ to 31°* August 2025, and you will be away from
school during this period. Write a leave application to your Principal requesting permission to
be absent from school for a week. (Word limit : 100 — 120 words)

SECTION C — GRAMMAR - 15 Marks

(A) Edit the following sentences and rewrite it. There is ONE error in each sentence. (2x1=2)
i) Did you saw the clowns in the circus?
ii) She has came late to school today.

Rearrange the following jumbled words by using appropriate punctuation marks to make
meaningful sentences. (2x1=2)

E.g. quickly / the / spread / news / town / whole / the / throughout
Ans. - The news quickly spread throughout the whole town.
i) health / good / is / everyone / necessary / for
ii) the / second floor /in /is / Ankita / studies / which / class / on / the

Complete the sentences given below with the suitable determiners.

i) The lawyer presented honest explanation in the court. (2x1=2)
ii) The teacher gave us advice on how to prepare for the exam.
Change the voice of the sentences given below. (2x1=2)

i) Turn on the television.

ii) She tore the paper into pieces.

Fill in the blanks with the suitable forms of the verb(s) given in the brackets. (2x1=2)
i) The captain, as well as the players (are, is) responsible for the loss.

ii)ltisyouwho _(is, are) responsible for this mistake.

Fill in the blanks with the correct form(s) of tense. (3x1=3)

We will begin the function as soon as the chief guest

a) has arrived b) arrives c) is arrived d) had been arrived
When | went there, she rangoli outside her house.
a) was making b) were making  ¢) will be making d) made
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(G)

Q.7

i)

(B)

The team the project proposal before presenting it to the board.

a) will review b) can reviewed c) should reviews d) are reviewed
(i) Which one of the following sentences contains a transitive verb? (2x1=2)
a) She fell into a big pond accidentally. b) He spoke very rudely in the morning.

c) She makes a beautiful picture out of flower petals. d) She behaved indifferently.

(ii) Which one of the following sentences contains an intransitive verb?

a) She goes for a morning walk every day. b) He fixed the broken pipe in the backyard.
c) She sings a beautiful song. d) He played football.

SECTION D — LITERATURE 30 Marks

(A) Read the given extract (prose) carefully and choose the most appropriate answer. (4x1=4)

"Twenty years is a long time, but not long enough to change a man's nose from a Roman to a

n

pug.

Which two types of noses are mentioned in the passage?

a) straight and flat b) Roman and pug c) sharp and crooked d) long and short
What does the speaker mean by the phrase "Twenty years is a long time"?

a) People become rich in twenty years.

b) People usually undergo some physical and emotional changes.

c) Twenty years is too short to make any difference.

d) People never change in twenty years.

Name the author of the lesson “After Twenty Years”.

a) R. K. Narayan b) William Sydney Porter (O. Henry)  c) Faith Trekson  d) Ruskin Bond
Add a suitable suffix to form a new word.

a) impressive - b) wise -

Read the extract (poem) carefully and choose the most appropriate answer. (4x1=4)
"I shot an arrow into the air,

It fell to earth, | knew not where;

For, so swiftly it flew, the sight

Could not follow it in its flight."

Who is the poet of the above poem “The Arrow and the Song”?

a) William Wordsworth ~ b) H.W. Longfellow  c) Robert Frost d) John Keats
Identify the rhyme scheme of the given stanza.

a) abab b) aabb c) abba d) aaab

Which figure of speech is used in the line “/ shot an arrow into the air”?

a) simile b) alliteration c) refrain d) enjambment
In the above stanza, what does the word ‘swiftly’ most nearly mean?

a) slowly b) quickly c) carefully d) secretly
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(A) Answer the following questions in 20-30 words.  (Attempt any 5) (5x1=5)
Where did Bob and Jimmy agree to reunite after twenty years?

Mention two phrases that the speaker uses to describe her mother’s fright in the poem
“Mother and the Mouse.

What verdict did the Duke give at the end in the story 'The Merchant of Venice'?

What makes us strong according to the speaker in the poem “Beyond Victory and Defeat”?
What are anecdotes ? Who used to share them?

Why do you think the arrow was still unbroken?

Answer the following questions in 80 words. (Attempt any 3) (3x3=9)

Jimmy Wells chooses duty over friendship. Do you think he was right in handing over his old
friend to the law? Give reasons for your answer by highlighting Jimmy’s character. (After
Twenty Years)

Portia saves Antonio by using her wisdom and presence of mind. What lesson do we learn
about the power of intelligence over strength or wealth in the story “Merchant of Venice”?

Compare the origin and evolution of Ludo and Snakes and Ladders as mentioned in the story
“Treasures from the Past”.

In the poem “Beyond Victory and Defeat”, the poet stresses respecting winners even in loss.
How does celebrating others’ success show true sportsmanship? Why is this attitude important
in friendships, teamwork, and social life?

Answer the following questions in 100 words. (Attempt any 2) (2x4=8)

The poem “Arrow and the Song” shows that both arrows and words, once released, cannot be
taken back and may have lasting effects. What value does this teach us about the way we
should use our words in daily life?

In the story “The Merchant of Venice” by Charles Lamb, Antonio agrees to risk his life by
signing a dangerous bond with Shylock only to help his friend Bassanio. What qualities of true
friendship are reflected in Antonio’s character through this act of selflessness? Explain how
these values of loyalty, sacrifice, and unconditional support are important in real-life
friendships.

What is the importance of the title ‘After Twenty Years’ in the story? How does the passing of
the twenty years change the lives, values and decisions of the two friends, and what effect
does it have on their friendship and duties?

<>
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