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General Instructions 

1. Question paper comprises five Sections – A, B, C, D and E. There are 34 questions in the 

question paper. All questions are compulsory.  

2. Section A – Question 1 to 21 are MCQs of 1 mark each.  

3. Section B – Question no. 22 to 27 are Short Answer Type Questions, carrying 3 marks each. 

Answer to each question should not exceed 60-80 words.  

4. Section C - Question no 28 to 30 are Long Answer Type Questions, carrying 8 marks each. 

Answer to each question should not exceed 300-350 words  

5. Section D – Question no.31 to 33 are Source based questions with three sub questions and 

are of 4 marks each  

6. Section-E - Question no. 34 is Map based, carrying 5 marks that includes the identification 

and location of significant test items. Attach the map with the answer book.  

7. There is no overall choice in the question paper. However, an internal choice has been 

provided in few questions. Only one of the choices in such questions have to be attempted.  

8. In addition to this, separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever 

necessary.  

 

 SECTION –A 1x21=21 

 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS  

Q1 Which of the following place of Harappan civilization is associated with fire altars? 

 A. Harappa      B. Lothal      C. Mohenjo-Daro         D.Rakhigarhi 

1 

Q2 Archaeologists have been able to reconstruct dietary practices from finds of charred 

grains and seeds. These are studied by __________.  

A. Agronomist      B. Palaeontologist        C. Archaeo-botanists   D. Anthologist 

1 

Q3 Which one of the following is NOT a correct statement about Mahajanapadas? 

A.  Most mahajanapadas were ruled by kings. 

B.  Some known as ganas or sanghas, were oligarchies.  

C.  Each mahajanapada had a capital city, which was often fortified.  

D.  Panchala became the most powerful mahajanapada between 6
th

 and 4
th

 centuries 

 BCE. 

1 

Q4 Identify the ruler of ancient India with the help of the given information and choose 

the correct option: 

• He got the title of Devanampiya. ·  

• He distributed a portion of Buddha’s relics for stupas. 

• He was the first ruler who inscribed messages on rocks and pillars. Options: 

A. Samudragupta     B. Harshavardhana     C. Rudradaman    D. Asoka 

1 

Q5 Imagine you have to write a research report on the Critical Edition of the Mahabharata 

led by V.S. Sukthankar and his team. Which of the following describes a unique feature 

of this edition?  

1 
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A. It focused on the Bhagavad Gita and Krishna. 

B. It modernized the language for accessibility. 

C. It researched all regional variations of the text.  

D. It added philosophical commentaries with mythology. 

Q6 Two statements labelled as Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are given below. Read them 

carefully and select the correct option: 

Assertion (A): The Satavahana rulers often carried matronymic titles.  

Reason (R): The names of the Satavahana rulers were derived from the names of their 

mothers.  

Options: 

A. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and Reason (R) is the correct 

explanation of the Assertion (A)  

B. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true, but Reason (R) is not the correct 

explanation of the Assertion (A). 

C. Assertion (A) is true, but Reason (R) is false. 

D.  Assertion (A) is false, but Reason (R) is true. 

1 

Q7 Match Column I with Column II and choose the correct option: 

Column I (Sculpture of Sanchi) Column II (Symbolism) 

1. Empty Seat  (i) Symbol of good fortune  

2. Wheel  (ii) Auspicious symbol 

3. Shalabhanjika (iii) First sermon of Buddha 

4. Gajalakshmi  (iv) Mahaparinibbana 

Options : 

A. 1-(ii), 2-(i), 3-(iii), 4-(iv)   B. 1-(i), 2-(ii), 3-(iv), 4-(iii)  

C. 1-(iv), 2-(iii), 3-(ii), 4-(i)  D.  1-(iii), 2-(iv), 3-(i), 4-(ii) 

1 

Q8 Identify the school of art with the help of the given image of Buddha. 

 

A. Gandhara School of Art    B.  Mathura School of Art 

C. Sarnath School of Art  D.  Amravati School of Art 

1 
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Q9 In cities of Taxila and Peshawar, Indo-Greek rulers had established kingdoms in the 

A. Second century BCE.  B. Third century BCE. 

C. Fourth century BCE.  D. Fifth century BCE. 

1 

Q10 Families are usually parts of larger networks of people defined as relatives, or to use a 

more technical term ______. 

A. Kinfolk  B. Patriliny   C. Matriliny  D. Polygamy 

1 

Q11 Two statements labelled as Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are given below. Read them 

carefully and select the correct option:  

Assertion (A): Ibn Battuta encountered bands of robbers multiple times during his 

travels in India. 

Reason (R): Ibn Battuta preferred travelling alone rather than in caravans. 

Options:  

A. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and Reason (R) is the correct 

 explanation of the Assertion (A).  

B.  Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true, but Reason (R) is not the correct 

 explanation of the Assertion (A).  

C.  Assertion (A) is true, but Reason (R) is false.  

D.  Assertion (A) is false, but Reason (R) is true. 

1 

Q12 The Chief Merchant Community in Urban Centres, was known as – 

A. Nagarsheth  B. Mahajans  C. Vaids  D. Guilds 

1 

Q13 Who among the following western theorist developed the idea of oriental despotism 

in the 18
th

 century? 

A. Montesquieu   B. Rousseau   C. Voltaire  D. karl Marx 

1 

Q14 Which of the following statements is correct regarding the Amara-nayaka system?  

A. The Amara-nayakas were religious head. 

B. Amara is believed to be derived from the Hindi word samara. 

C. The amara-nayakas were independent and never sent tribute to the king.  

D. They were Military commanders who got territories to govern by the Raya. 

1 

Q15 In which of the following forms are the poetic compositions of Mirabai available? 

A. Vachanas   B. Shabad  C.  Bhajans   D. Abhangs 

1 

Q16 Which of the following are associated with the Sufi Dargah?  

I. Silsila between Murids and Murshid          II. Ziyarat 

III. Qawwali      IV. Havan    

Options :   

A.  I, II and IV  B. I, III and IV    C. II, III and IV   D.  I, II and III    

1 

Q17 Shaikh Nizamuddin’s hospice comprised several small rooms and a big hall known as 

A. jama’atkhana B. langar  C. qalandars  D. ziyarat 

1 

Q18 The ninth Guru, whose compositions were compiled in the Guru Granth Sahib was: 

A. Guru Tegh Bahadur B. Baba Guru Nanak 

C. Guru Gobind Singh D. Guru Arjan 

 

1 
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Q19 Which one of the following pairs is correctly matched?   

Travellers who visited Vijayanagara Their Country/Region 

A.  Nicolo de Conti –  Italy 

B. Abdur Razzaq –  Qandahar 

C. Afanasii Nikitin    –  Portugal 

D. Domingo Paes   –  Spain 
 

1 

Q20 Arrange the following dynasties of Vijayanagara Empire in chronological order: 

i. Sangama ii. Aravidu iii. Tuluva iv. Saluva 

Choose the correct option. 

A. i, iii, iv and ii B.  ii, i, iii and iv  C. i, iv, iii and ii  D. iv, i, ii and iii 

1 

Q21 Imagine you are analysing a historical document from the Vijayanagar empire. Which 

of the following documents would be most helpful in understanding the relationship 

between the empire and religious institutions? 

A. A military chronicle detailing the conquests of a Vijayanagar rulers. 

B. A record of diplomatic exchanges with traders and foreign ambassadors. 

C. A local legal code outlining the rights and responsibilities of urban classes. 

D. An imperial granting land or privileges to a scared organization. 

1 

 SECTION - B 

SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 

3x6=18 

Q22 Why do archaeologists and historians find Harappan script enigmatic? Explain reasons. 

OR 

Explain how archaeologists have been able to reconstruct dietry practices of the 

Harappans. 

3 

Q23 “Mauryan empire was regarded as major landmark in the Indian history.” Justify the 

statement. 

3 

Q24 “The Dharma sutras and Dharma shastras also contained rules about the ideal 

occupations of the four categories of varnas.” Critically examine the statement.  

3 

Q25 Critically examine the duties as laid down in Manusmriti for Chandalas. 3 

Q26 Examine why Bernier described the Mughal towns as the ‘Camp Towns’.  3 

Q27 Examine the ‘Amara-nayaka system’ in the military and administrative structure of the 

Vijayanagara empire. 

OR 

Describe the accounts of foreign travellers about the city of Vijayanagara.  

3 

 SECTION - C 

LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 

3x8=24 

Q28 Describe the sculptural aspects of Sanchi Stupa. State the reasons for the survival of 

this Stupa.  

OR 

“Be lamps unto yourselves as all of you must work out your own liberation “. In light of 

this statement explain the teachings of Buddhism  

8 
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Q29 Explain the significance of Kabir’s poems and the traditions he drew to describe the 

ultimate reality.   

OR 

Identify the relationship between the Sufis and the state from the eighth to the 

eighteenth century.  

8 

Q30 Outline the distinctive features of the Virupaksha temple and the Vitthala temple in 

the Royal Centre of Vijayanagara Empire.  

OR 

Identify the rituals and practices associated with the Mahanavami Dibba, a structure in 

the Royal Centre of Vijayanagara Empire. 

8 

 SECTION – D 

SOURCE BASED QUESTIONS 

3x4=12 

Q31 Read the following excerpt carefully and answer the questions that follow:  

THE MOST ANCIENT SYSTEM YET DISCOVERED 

About the drains, Mackay noted: “It is certainly the most complete ancient System 

as yet discovered.” Every house was connected to the street drains. The main 

channels were made of bricks set in mortar and were covered with loose bricks 

that could be removed for cleaning. In some cases, limestone was used for the 

covers. House drains first emptied into a sump or cesspit into which solid matter 

settled while wastewater flowed out into the street drains. Very long drainage 

channels were provided at intervals with sumps for Cleaning. It is a wonder of 

archaeology that “little heaps of material, mostly sand, have frequently been 

found lying alongside drainage channels, which shows… that the debris was not 

always carted away when the drain was cleared.”  

From Ernest Mackay, Early Indus Civilization, 1948  

Drainage systems were not unique to the larger cities, but were found in smaller 

settlements as well. At Lothal for example, while houses were built of mud bricks, 

drains were made from burnt bricks.  

31.1. Why has MacKay described this system as complete ancient drainage 

 system?  

31.2. Was the drainage system similar in large & small settlements of Harappa? 

 Support your answer with Facts. 

31.3.  How were the drains covered? 

1+1+2=4 

Q32 Read the following source carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

Inscriptions  

Inscriptions are writings engraved on hard surfaces such as stone, metal, or 

pottery. They usually record the achievements, activities, or ideas of those who 

commissioned them and include the exploits of kings, or donations made by 

women and men to religious institutions. Inscriptions are virtually permanent 

records, some of which carry dates. Others are dated on the basis of palaeography 

or styles of writing, with a fair amount of precision. For instance, in c. 250 BCE the 

letter “a” was written like this: . By c. 500 CE, it was written like this:  . 

The earliest inscriptions were in Prakrit, a name for languages used by ordinary 

people. Names of rulers such as Ajatasattu and Asoka, known from Prakrit texts 

and inscriptions, have been spelt in their Prakrit forms in this chapter. You will also 

1+1+2=4 
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find terms in languages such as Pali, Tamil, and Sanskrit, which too were used to 

write inscriptions and texts. It is possible that people spoke in other languages as 

well, even though these were not used for writing.  

32.1.  What role does palaeography play in determining the age of inscriptions?  

32.2.  How do inscriptions contribute to our understanding of ancient societies and 

 cultures? 

32.3.  What insights can be gained from studying the languages used in inscriptions 

 across different regions and time periods? 

Q33 Read the following source carefully and answer the questions that follow:  1+1+2=4 

 Translating texts, sharing ideas 

Al-Biruni’s expertise in several languages allowed him to compare languages and 

translate texts. He translated several Sanskrit works, including Patanjali’s work on 

grammar, into Arabic. For his Brahmana friends, he translated the works of Euclid (a 

Greek mathematician) into Sanskrit.  

33.1. Analyse the advantage Al-Biruni gained from his expertise in multiple languages?  

33.2.  Analyse the significance of Al-Biruni translating Patanjali's work on grammar into 

 Arabic?  

33.3. How did Al-Biruni's translations contribute to the mutual understanding and 

 appreciation between Islamic and Indian civilizations? 

 

 SECTION -  E 

MAP BASED QUESTION 
 

Q.34 (a)  On the given political map of India, locate and label the following with 

 appropriate symbols: 

 (i) Lothal        (1) 

 (ii) Rakhigarhi        (1) 

 (iii) Ujjain        (1) 

(b) On the same outline map of India two places related major Buddhist sites 

 have been marked as A, and B. Identify them and write their names on the 

 lines drawn near them.      (2) 

 (A) The place where Buddhist monument build by Ashoka 

 (B) Site where Buddha got enlightenment 

1x5=5 
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Q.34  (a) and (b) 

 

 

A 

B 


