HALF YEARLY EXAMINATION, 2025-26

ENGLISH
Time — 3:00 Hrs. Class — XI M.M. : 80
Date — 09.09.2025 (Tuesday)
Name of the student Roll No. Section_
SECTION - A

Q1. Read the passage carefully:

Archimedes with his lever desired a place to stand that he might move the world of matter.
(Wiliam Lloyd)

Garrison with his paper, having found a place for his feet, demonstrated speedily his ability to
push from its solid base the world of mind. His plan was very simple, viz, to reveal slavery as it
then existed in its naked enormity, to the conscience of the North, to be "as harsh as truth and
as uncompromising as justice." And so, week after week, he packed in the columns of the
Liberator facts, the most damning facts, against slaveholders, their cruelty and tyranny. He
painted the woes of the slaves as if he, too, had been a slave. For the first time the masters
found a man who rebuked them as not before had they been rebuked. Others may have
equivocated, but this man called things by their proper names, a spade, a spade and sin, sin.
Others may have contented themselves with denunciations of the sins and with excuses for the
sinner, as a creature of circumstances, the victim of ancestral transgressions, but this man
offered no excuses for the slave-holding sinner. Him and his sin he denounced in language,
which the Eternal puts only into the mouths of his prophets.

It was, as he had said, "On this subject | do not wish to think, or speak, or write, with
moderation." The strength and resources of his mother-tongue seemed to him wholly
inadequate for his needs, to express the transcendent wickedness of slave-holding. All the harsh,
the stern, the terrible and tremendous energies of the English speech he drew upon and
launched at slaveholders. Amid all of this excess of the enthusiast there was the method of a
calculating mind. He aimed to kindle a conflagration because he had icebergs to melt. "The
public shall not be imposed upon," he replied to one of his critics, "and men and things shall be
called by their right names. | retract nothing, | blot out nothing. My language is exactly such as
suits me; it will displease many, | know; to displease them is my intention."

He was philosopher enough to see that he could reach the national conscience only by exciting
the national anger. It was not popular rage, which he feared but popular apathy. If he could
goad the people to anger on the subject of slavery he would soon be rid of their apathy. And so
week after week he piled every sort of combustible material, which he was able to collect on
board the Liberator and lighting it all, sent the fiery messenger blazing among the icebergs of the
Union. Slaveholders were robbers, murderers, oppressors; they were guilty of all the sins. At the
same moment that the reformer denied their right of property in the slave, he attacked their
character also, held them up in their relation of masters to the reprobation of the nation and of
mankind as monsters of injustice and inhumanity. The tone which he held toward them,
steadily, without shadow of change, was the tone of a righteous man toward the workers of
iniquity. The indifference, the apathy, the pro-slavery sympathy and prejudice of the free States
rendered the people of the North hardly less culpable.

QUESTIONS
On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer any ten of the following questions. (1x10=10)
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i) What made William Lloyd Garrison different from other abolitionists?

(a) He went onto Southern plantations and freed slaves

(b) He worked in Congress to pass abolitionist legislation

(c) He didn't make any excuses in his writings and exposed the truth

(d) He operated an underground railroad to help slaves escape to the North.
ii)  Complete the sentence by choosing an appropriate option.

According to the passage, Garrison's language was so strong because

(a) He had been a slave himself and wrote from experience.

(b) He saw himself as a sort of Prophet and his language was given to him by God.

(c) He feared having the people being angry with him

(d) He felt like he was the only person talking about this topic.
iii)  All of the following statements are true about Garrison's intentions EXCEPT

(a) He hoped that people would ignore his writings and keep owning slaves.

(b) He wanted to provoke the national anger.

(c) He attacked the character of the slave-owners showing them to be monsters.

(d) He wanted people to react so that they wouldn't be apathetic any more.
(iv) Based on the context clues in the passage what was the Liberator?

(a) A novel (b) A movie (c) A train (d) A pamphlet
(v) Select the option that conveys the meaning of conflagration.

(a) Fire (b) Shipwreck (c) Mess (d) Waterfall

(vi) In his writings, Garrison offered no excuses for

(vii) Pick the option showing the CORRECT use of ‘goad’ as used in the passage.
(a) "I want somebody very good, very safe, to plant that gun," he told Clemenza.
(b) The thought of exams next week is a great goad to the students to work hard.
(c) His opposition acted as a goad to her determination to succeed.
(d) All of the above

(viii) Which word in the passage is an antonym of ‘virtue’ (last para)?

(ix) Complete the given sentence with an appropriate inference.

Garrision's views of the people in North make it seem that

(x)  Mention what can be said about the works of Garrison.
(xi) How were slaveholders seen by Garrison?

(xii) Why was Garrison's tone called a tone of a righteous man?
Q2. Read the passage given below.

India is likely to continue for several decades as a country with the largest share of rural
population in the world. Rural labour and the sources of their employment are not only
predominantly informal but also not very productive in nature and often spread across several
activities. Though estimates of visible unemployment are very low, under-employment is widely
prevalent. Rural employment, which was for a long time considered as equal to employment in
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agriculture, is no longer true. During the last two decades there have been rapid changes in the
structure of rural employment, and rural non-farm employment has been growing at a faster
Pace and there are significant changes within the structure of non-farm employment.
Notwithstanding these changes there is persistence of certain characteristics of unorganized
informal rural labour, such as dependence on multiple activities for work, segmentation by
gender and social groups, seasonal nature of work and work which is temporary and vulnerable
to low levels of earnings and high levels of persisting poverty.

Distribution of Occupation of 200 Males of a Village in Uttar Prades}

OCCUPATION NUMBER
Farmers 02
Government service, clerks 44.
Lawyers 03 .
Newspapers and presses : . 05
No occupation 25
Not recorded 08
Students 68
Teachers 11
Trade and commerce 23
Other 08

On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions. (Any eight) (1x8=8)
(i)  Pick the option that lists statements that are NOT TRUE according to the passage.

1. Sources of rural employments in India are productive

2. Segmentation by gender occurs in India

3. Currently, India does not have the largest share of rural population

4. The work in the rural sector is temporary

(a)1and 3 (b) 2and 4 (c)3and 4 d)1and?2
(i) The least number of men in the village are involved in which field?
(a) Education (b) Agriculture (c) Government service  (d) Publishing
(iii) India predominantly consists of
(a) urban population  b) rural population c) literate population  d) illiterate population

(iv) Which statement is true?
1. The number of lawyers is more than teachers.
2. The number of teachers is more than clerks.
3. The number of people involved in trade and commerce is less than those without any
employment.
4. The students are less than teachers.
(a)1and 2 (b)2and 3 (c)only 3 (d) Only 4
(v)  Which of the following figures shows the correct data of occupation distributed in the village
given in the passage?
100

(a)

Students Gowt. Trade &
Officers/Clerks  Commerce
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(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)
(x)
Q3.

(i)

(ii)

Q.4

Which statement is incorrect?

(a) Sources of employment of rural labour are not very productive

(b) Rural employment means employment in agriculture only.

(c) Underemployment in rural labour is widely prevalent

(d) Rural non-farm employment has been growing at a faster pace.

What peculiar conclusion can we draw from studying the chart?

There is a significant number of unemployed people. What appropriate conclusion can be drawn
from this fact?

What can we say about the rural employment of this village?

Find a word in the passage which means ‘continuing’.

Read the passage given below.

Literature, often regarded as a window to the world, continues to hold immense relevance in
modern times. It is not merely a collection of written works but a medium to understand human
emotions, culture, history, and the complexities of life.

Literature is a reflection of society. It serves as a mirror to society, reflecting its values, struggles,
and aspirations. Classic works like Charles Dickens’ Great Expectations and Harper Lee’s To Kill a
Mockingbird provide insights into the social and moral dilemmas of their times, helping readers
connect historical contexts with contemporary issues.

Reading literature nurtures empathy by allowing readers to experience life from different
perspectives. Through the narratives of diverse characters and cultures, readers learn to
understand and appreciate varying worldviews, fostering tolerance and compassion.

Literature also boosts critical thinking and imagination. It stimulates critical thinking and
creativity. For example, allegories like George Orwell’'s Animal Farm and Franz Kafka’s The
Metamorphosis encourage readers to delve deeper into hidden meanings and analyze broader
societal implications. Poetry, too, challenges readers to interpret layered symbolism and
emotions.

Literature preserves the essence of languages and cultural heritage. Works such as The
Mahabharata, The Odyssey, and Shakespeare’s plays bridge the past and the present, ensuring
the continuity of traditions and enriching linguistic diversity.

Beyond its intellectual benefits, literature serves as a source of entertainment and personal
growth. Stories like J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter or Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice offer
escapism while exploring themes of love, courage, and self-discovery.

In an age dominated by technology, literature remains an indispensable tool for understanding
the human experience. It bridges generations, nurtures empathy, and fosters critical thinking,
making it a timeless and essential part of education and personal growth.

On the basis of your reading the above passage, make notes on it using headings and sub-
headings. Use recognisable abbreviations, wherever necessary (minimum 4). Supply an

appropriate title to it. 5
Werite a summary of the given passage in 80-100 words. 3
SECTION B
Grammar

Fill in the blanks given below choosing the most appropriate options from the ones that
follow. 1x4=4

Everyone is not in a position to (a) the family and start living in a (b)room (c) the
banks (d) the Ganga.
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Q.5

Qs.

Q7.

Qs.

Q9.

a. (i) leaving (ii) leaver (iii) told (iv) leave b. (i) tiny (ii) small (iii) smallest (iv) little

c. (i) on (ii) in (iii) of (iv) off d. (i) in (ii) on (iii) of (iv) off
Look at the words and phrases below. Rearrange them to form meaningful sentences. Write
the correct sentences in your answer sheet against the correct numbers. (Any 3) 1x3=3

i) the/is/world/wrestling/oldest sports/in/the/one of

ii) feared by/snakes are/in our/worshipped and/many/country
iii) by/were/farmers/the/exploited/Indian/English/the

iv) really/games and sports/true education/are/for/essential

You are the General Manager of a leading company. You need a Chartered Accountant for your
office. Draft an advertisement in not more than 50 words to be published in the Times of India,
New Delhi, under the classified columns. (3)

OR

You are Mohan Gupta of 24, Madhav Nagar, Secunderabad. You want to sell your flat as you are
shifting to another city for work. Draft a suitable advertisement in not more than 50 words to
be published in local daily under the classified columns.

Tourism Department, Government of Uttarakhand has launched an ambitious plan to develop
adventure sports and eco-tourism activities in the state. Prepare a suitable poster for display at
important public places/publication in newspapers. (50 words)

OR

You are Secretary of the Best Friends Animal Society. Prepare a poster on kindness to animals to
be displayed on city public places appealing to people to join the society and show kindness

towards animals. (50 words) (3)
Write a speech in 120-150 words on the topic ‘Media Trials have Become a Nuisance for Justice’.
You are Vaidehi Sinha/ Vikas Sinha of class 11 A. (5)

OR
Draft a speech in about 120-150 words on the topic * Advantages of Nuclear Power’.
Clues -
Clean Energy: Produces electricity without emitting greenhouse gases
High Efficiency: Generates a large amount of power from a small amount of fuel
Energy Security: Provides a reliable and stable energy supply

Technological Advancement: Role of nuclear energy in advancing technology and its potential
for medical and industrial applications.

Some people feel that electronic media (TV news) will bring about the end of print media
(newspaper). Write a debate in 120-150 words either for or against this view. Use the given

clues. (5)
* Use of visuals on TV * Not enough news for 24 hours telecast

* Become repetitive and dull * Print media time tested

* Editorial comments * Authentic and fast

* May fabricate news * Even scandals become news

* Analysed, verified news * Cater to all interests

HALF YEARLY EXAM | ENGLISH | CLASS 11| 2025-26 | PRINTED Q 16 PRINTED PAGES 9 | PAGE# 5



Q1o.

(A)

i)

(B)

OR

Imposing ban on Chinese apps was a step in right direction.” Argue for or against this statement.
You can use the following points:

For the Motion: Security issue — border conflicts — youth wasting time on Chinese apps — privacy
threat — setback to Chinese economy.

Against the motion: Against trade agreements — violation of individual freedom — employment
reduction — hasty decisions.

SECTION-C
Literature
Read the given extracts carefully and answer the following questions. (Any One) (1x3=3)
And who art thou? said | to the soft-falling shower,
Which, strange to tell, gave me an answer, as here translated:
| am the Poem of Earth, said the voice of the rain,
Eternal, | rise impalpable out of the land and the bottomless sea."
What does the rain mean by calling itself the “Poem of Earth”?
a) It brings rhythm and beauty to the earth’s life cycle.
b) It symbolizes destruction and chaos.
c) It represents the sadness of nature.
d) It suggests that rain is a creation of poets.
How does the personification of rain enhance the poet’s message in this extract?
a) It makes the rain relatable and gives it a voice to express its purpose.
b) It makes the rain seem like a threatening force.
c) It detaches the rain from its natural context.
d) It focuses only on the visual aspects of rain.
Which literary device is used in "l am the Poem of Earth"?
i) Metaphor ii) Simile iii) Alliteration iv) Hyperbole
a) Only ii b) Only | c) Bothiiii & iv d) Both | & iii
OR
"The laburnum top is silent,
Quite still in the afternoon yellow September sunlight, A few leaves yellowing,
all its seeds fallen."
Why do you think the poet emphasizes the yellowing leaves and fallen seeds in the extract?
a) To show the tree’s inability to grow further
b) To highlight the tree’s connection to the cycle of life and decay
c) To create a depressing image of nature

d) To suggest the tree’s disconnection from the environment
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i)

i)

Ql1l.

(A)

(1)

(i)

(iii)

(B)

i)

i)

What does the word "yellowing" suggest in the context of the extract?
a) The arrival of spring. b) The aging or withering of the tree.
c) The brightness of sunlight. d) A sign of disease in the tree.

Which literary device is used in "The laburnum top is silent, quite still in the afternoon yellow
September sunlight"?

i) Simile ii) Personification iii) Alliteration iv) Metaphor
a) Only ii b) Both ii & iii c) Both | &iiii d) Both iii & iv
Read the extract given below and attempt ANY ONE out of TWO: (1x3=3)

Although we shared the same room, my grandmother no longer came to school with me. | used
to go to an English school in a motor bus. There were no dogs in the streets and she took to
feeding sparrows in the courtyard of our city house. As the years rolled by we saw less of each
other. For some time she continued to wake me up and get me ready for school. When | came
back she would ask me what the teacher had taught me. | would tell her English words and little
things of Western science and learning, the Law of Gravity, Archimedes' Principle, the world
being round, etc. This made her unhappy,

The given extract DOES NOT talk about
(a) the grandmother's dissatisfaction with Western education
(b) the narrator nostalgia about his village school
(c) the narrator learning in the new school
(d) the increasing loneliness of the grandmother
Choose the option that gives the correct significance of the given lines
(a) It talks about the orthodox views of the grandmother.
(b) It talks about the lack of Indian scriptural education in schools
(c) It talks about the gradually changing relationship between the author and the grandmother.
(d) It talks of the effects of city life on the grandmother.
What made the grandmother unhappy?
OR

Howard Carter, the British archaeologist who in 1922 discovered Tut’s tomb after years of futile
searching. Its contents, though hastily ransacked in antiquity, were surprisingly complete. They
remain the richest royal collection ever found and have become part of the pharaoh’s legend.
Stunning arte-facts in gold, their eternal brilliance meant to guarantee resurrection, caused a
sensation at the time of the discovery and still get the most attention. But Tut was also buried
with everyday things he’d want in the afterlife: board games, a bronze razor, linen
undergarments, cases of food and wine.

Who found King Tut’'s mummy?

a) Howard Carter b) Zahi Hawas c) Akhetaten d) Amenhotep
What was the mummy laden with?

a) silver b) gold c) diamonds d) ruby

Why were kings laden with things?

a) it was believed that they could sell them in afterlife
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Ql2.

(A)

i)

i)

(B)

b) it was believed that they could enjoy them in afterlife

c) it was believed that they could dispose of them in afterlife

d) none of these

Read the given extracts carefully and answer the following questions. (Any One) (1x4=4)

One day back there in the good old days when | was nine and the world was full of every
imaginable kind of magnificence, and life was still a delightful and mysterious dream, my cousin
Mourad came to my house at four in the morning and woke me up by tapping on the window of
my room. ‘Aram,” he said. | jumped out of bed and looked out the window. | couldn’t believe
what | saw. It wasn’t morning yet, but it was summer, and with daybreak not many minutes
around the corner of the world it was light enough for me to know | wasn’t dreaming. My cousin
Mourad was sitting on a beautiful white horse.

What does the narrator mean by describing the world as "full of every imaginable kind of
magnificence"?
a) He believed the world was perfect and full of opportunities

b) He thought life was dull and repetitive.
c) He felt burdened by responsibilities.
d) He was unaware of any hardships
What might Mourad’s early morning visit with a white horse suggest about his character?
a) He is a rebellious and adventurous person. b) He is cautious and reserved.
c) He values rules and discipline. d) He is indifferent to the opinions
Why does Aram emphasize that he "couldn’t believe what he saw"?
a) He doubted Mourad’s ability to ride a horse.
b) The idea of Mourad with a white horse was beyond his expectations.
c) He thought Mourad would never wake him that early.
d) He believed Mourad was dreaming.
Why does Aram describe life as "a delightful and mysterious dream"?
OR

| was in a room | knew and did not know. | found myself in the midst of things | did not want to
see again but which were familiar to me. | stood there helplessly in a room full of memories that
had been strung about and kept carefully for years. The memories of a life that was no longer
mine. | had come to this place with a clear intention, but now that | was here, | felt a sense of
loss, confusion, and detachment. The objects around me were silent witnesses to a past that had
been abruptly torn from me, and | realized that their presence could no longer provide the
comfort | had once sought.

What can be inferred about the narrator's emotional state from the description of the room and
the objects within it?

a) The narrator feels a sense of relief and happiness.
b) The narrator experiences feelings of loss, confusion, and detachment
c) The narrator is overwhelmed by a sense of nostalgia and longing.

d) The narrator feels indifferent and unaffected by the surroundings.
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ii)  How does the narrator's sense of detachment from the objects reflect their internal conflict?
a) The narrator feels at peace with their past and present.
b) The narrator feels a profound sense of belonging and connection.
c) The narrator feels a disconnect between their current self and their past life.
d) The narrator feels motivated to reclaim and restore their past life.
iii)  Why does the narrator feel a sense of loss and confusion upon entering the room?
a) The room is filled with unfamiliar objects.
b) The room is empty and devoid of memories.
c) The room contains familiar objects that evoke painful memories.
d) The room has been significantly altered from its original state.
iv)  What realization does the narrator have about the objects in the room?
Q13. Answer any two of the following questions in 40-50 words. (3x2=6)
i) How did the children show courage during the storm?
ii)  Why is the poet’s loss described as silence?
iii)  Why was Tut’s body subjected to a CT scan in 20057
Q14. Answer any one of the following questions in 40-50 words. (3x1=3)
i) How did John Byro react on finding his horse with the boys?
ii)  What does the story highlight about war?
Q15. Answer any one of the following questions in 120-150 words. (6)

A. The grandmother represents a fading way of life. How does her character highlight the clash
between tradition and modernity?

B. The goldfinch transforms a silent, still tree into a lively hub. What does this suggest about the
role of small things in bringing change?

Q16. Answer any one of the following questions in 120-150 words. (6)

A. Do material possessions really preserve memories of loved ones? How does the story ‘The
Address’ challenge this idea?

B. Mourad is often called “crazy” in the story. Do you think his so-called madness was actually his
passion and love for freedom? Elucidate.

<®>
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