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ENGLISH 

Time – 3:00 Hrs. Class – X M.M. : 80 

Date – 16.09.2025 (Tuesday) 

Name of the student ________________________________ Roll No. _______Section______ 

General Instructions 

Read the following instructions carefully and follow them: 

1. This question paper has 12 questions. All questions are compulsory. 

2. This question paper contains four sections: 

• Section A: Reading Skills 

• Section B: Writing Skills 

• Section C: Grammar 

• Section D: Literature Textbook 

3. Attempt all questions based on specific instructions for each part. Write the 

correct question number and part thereof in your answer sheet. 

4. Separate instructions are given with each question/part, wherever necessary. 

5. Adhere to the prescribed word limit while answering the questions. 

SECTION – A : READING SKILLS (22 marks) 

Q1.  Read the following passage :         12 

(1) The shimmering screen of a smartphone, once a harbinger of connectivity and information, has 

in recent times cast a long, somewhat ominous shadow over the very bedrock of our societal 

values. It’s a curious phenomenon, really, how a device designed to bring us closer has, in many 

subtle yet significant ways, driven us further apart – not geographically, perhaps, but certainly in 

terms of shared principles and respect. 

(2) Consider the modern Indian household. It’s no longer uncommon to witness infants, barely out 

of their cradles, pacified not with a gentle lullaby or a colourful rattle, but with the hypnotic 

glow of a mobile phone displaying animated rhymes. This early introduction, often driven by 

parental convenience, inadvertently sets the stage for an unhealthy obsession, a digital umbilical 

cord that proves increasingly difficult to sever as the child grows. The innocent gurgles and wide-

eyed wonder are too often directed not at the faces of loved ones, but at the cold, impersonal 

glass of a gadget. 

(3) The repercussions of this digital immersion extend beyond mere screen time. A noticeable shift 

has occurred in the way the younger generation perceives and interacts with authority figures. 

The reverence once accorded to parents and teachers, a cornerstone of Indian culture until not 

so long ago (perhaps around the pre-smartphone era of 2010 serves as a convenient, if slightly 

arbitrary, marker), appears to be steadily eroding. The endless scroll of social media feeds, filled 

with often irreverent content and the perceived equality of online voices, seems to have subtly 

undermined the traditional hierarchical respect. 

(4) The advent of cheap and readily available mobile data, while undoubtedly democratizing access 

to information, has unfortunately also paved the way for what one might cheekily term a 

“cheapening” of culture. The instant gratification offered by fleeting trends and viral sensations 

often overshadows the deeper engagement with our rich heritage, our classical arts, and the 
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nuanced wisdom passed down through generations. It is as if we have traded the profound for 

the profane, the meaningful for the momentarily amusing. 

(5) Furthermore, the largely unregulated expanse of social media platforms has become a breeding 

ground for content that often verges on, or outright embraces, obscenity. While freedom of 

expression is a vital tenet, the unchecked proliferation of vulgarity, often masquerading as edgy 

humour or artistic license, poses a significant challenge to the traditionally conservative values 

held dear in Indian society. The constant exposure to such content, particularly amongst 

impressionable young minds, risks normalizing the crude and desensitizing them to the finer 

sensibilities. 

(6) One observes, with a touch of melancholic amusement, the irony of it all. These devices, capable 

of connecting us to a universe of knowledge and fostering meaningful interactions, are instead 

frequently employed as tools of distraction, sources of societal discord, and conduits for the 

erosion of cherished values. The digital revolution, while offering unprecedented opportunities, 

demands a conscious and concerted effort to ensure that technology serves as a tool for 

progress, not as an instrument for the gradual dismantling of our cultural ethos. 

(7) Perhaps it is time for a collective pause, a moment of introspection amidst the incessant 

notifications and the endless scrolling. We must ask ourselves: are we truly benefiting from this 

relentless digital deluge, or are we inadvertently sacrificing the very essence of our identity at 

the altar of technological convenience? The answer, one suspects, lies not in abandoning 

technology altogether, but in cultivating a more mindful and discerning engagement with it, 

ensuring that our values guide our usage, rather than the other way around. 

Created for academic usage/ 580 words 

Answer the following questions based on the passage above: 

i) What did the glowing screen of a smartphone once symbolize?    1 

 A. how we could connect and convey our feelings 

 B. what was to be communicated officially and personally 

 C. how we could connect and get information 

 D. that there would be a downfall in our values 

ii) What is garbed as irrelevant comedy or artistic across social media platforms?  1 

 A. The spread of vulgarity  B. The act of refraining from obscenity 

 C. Tricks shown on social media D. Melancholic amusement 

iii) Complete the following suitably:          1 

 The readily available cheap mobile data democratize ________________ 

iv) What do you infer as an alternative to abandoning technology completely?   1 

v) Rectify the given false statement:         1 

 By succumbing to the cheap mobile data, we have exchanged the prolific for the profound as 

well as the gibberish for the nonsense. 

vi) Find a word from paragraph no.3 that means the same as ‘an unintended consequence of an 

event or action, especially an unwelcomed one’?      1 

vii) With the advent of social media, how has the younger generation’s perception towards 

authority undergone a transformation?        2 
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viii) What is referred to as the ‘irony’ in this modern era of ‘connectivity’?   2 

ix) What do the momentary trends and viral sensations overshadow?    2 

Q2.  Read the following report.            10 

‘U’ Shaped Classrooms Transform Learning at XYZ School, Kerala 

 By M. Sandeep 

 Kochi, Dec. 12 – In an innovative move to foster inclusive education and eliminate the traditional 

concept of “backbenchers,” XYZ School in Kochi has successfully implemented a ‘U’ shaped 

classroom layout across all its grades. The change, introduced at the start of the academic year, 

is part of a pilot program aimed at promoting a more interactive and collaborative learning 

environment. The new arrangement allows every student to have a direct line of sight to the 

teacher and their peers, encouraging greater participation and dialogue. 

 Principal Geetha Nair expressed her enthusiasm for the new model stating, “This is a conscious 

effort to break down physical and psychological barriers in our classrooms. We are already 

seeing a remarkable increase in student engagement, with even the most reserved students 

feeling more comfortable contributing to discussions.” 

 The new setup promotes holistic learning by facilitating group work and peer-to-peer 

interaction. Teachers report that students are more actively involved in problem-solving 

activities and discussions, creating a more dynamic and democratic classroom atmosphere. The 

school’s administration believes that this simple yet powerful change is crucial for nurturing 

well-rounded individuals who are not just academically proficient but also confident and socially 

adept. 

Created for academic usage/ 190 words 

Answer the following questions based on the report: 

i) Complete with a suitable reason:         1 

 XYZ School in Kochi has successfully implemented a ‘U’ shaped classroom layout because the 

school wants to promote ___________________________. 

ii) According to Principal Geetha Nair, the new arrangement in the classroom is a ___________ 

effort to do away with _________________________ barriers.    1 

 A. subconscious; physical and psychological  

 B. semiconscious; physiological and psychological 

 C. conscious; physiological and mental 

 D. None of the above combinations 

iii) Fill in the blank with an appropriate word/ phrase:      1 

 The new arrangement allows greater __________ and __________. 

iv) What among the following is/are the advantages of this new makeover?   1 

 1. group work  2. peer-to-peer interaction  3.discipline 

 4. student engagement 5. visibility of the board 

 A. 1,3,4  B. 2,3,4  C. 1,2,4  D. 1,2,3 

v) What among the following CAN NOT be inferred from the comment of the Principal: 1 

 A. The most reserved students did not feel comfortable earlier. 

 B. School must put in certain efforts to break down the blockade in the classroom. 

 C. The reserved students do not have the capacity to contribute to classroom teaching-learning. 

 D. Student engagement is one of the primary objectives of such transformations. 
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vi) What has been projected as the objective of the pilot programme?    1 

vii) Describe the feedback given by the teachers in relation to the new classroom layout? 2 

viii) Imagine you are a student, formerly a ‘backbencher’, of XYZ School where the project has 

started 5 months ago. Describe your experience in about 20-30 words.   2 

SECTION – B : WRITING SKILLS (22 marks) 

Q3.  Write an application to the Principal of your school, in about 60-70 words, seeking his/her 

permission to use the school library outside the school hours since you are preparing for an 

academic event/project. You are Lakshit Pandey, Class XI-A, Vivekananda Ideal School, Mysore. 

              1x4=4 

Q4.  Write a factual description of your dream car in not more than 100 words, highlighting its key 

features and functionalities.          1x4=4  

Q5.  Attempt ANY ONE of the two, (A) or (B), in 120 words:      1x7=7 

A.  You are Arnish/ Ananya, the librarian of G.V.College, Bokaro. Your college library had placed an 

order of books many of which have misprints, some have even torn pages. Write a letter to the 

publisher complaining about the issue and also asking for a remedy. Use your own ideas along 

with those from MCB Unit 2: Education to write this letter. 

OR 

B.  Imagine you like antiques, and recently you saw an advertisement of an auction. You purchased 

a vintage typewriter that was claimed to have been in a working condition. After paying a hefty 

amount for the antique, you discover that it has many problems. Write a letter to Messers 

Brinsley’s Antiques, 34 Portobello Road, London demanding an explanation for their 

misinformation and seeking a solution. You are Lindsay/Leonard, a resident of Church Street, 

London. Use your own ideas along with those from MCB Unit 3: Science to write this letter. 

Q6.  Attempt ANY ONE of the two, (A) or (B), in 150 words      1x7=7 

A.  The fast-fashion industry, characterized by its rapid production of low-cost, trendy clothing, has 

become a major contributor to environmental degradation. From excessive water consumption 

and chemical pollution during manufacturing to the staggering amount of textile waste filling 

landfills, the industry's practices have a severe ecological footprint. As Rohan Sharma, residing at 

450 Green Avenue, Mayur Vihar, write a letter to the editor of a national daily raising awareness 

about the environmental consequences of fast-fashion, its effects on consumers' habits, and 

proposing actionable steps for both individuals and the industry to adopt sustainable practices. 

OR 

B.  The increasing commercialization of sports has led to a focus on revenue generation, often at 

the expense of promoting grassroots talent and the true spirit of athleticism. This trend is 

evident in the prioritization of high-profile, heavily sponsored events over local tournaments and 

the neglect of infrastructure for budding athletes. As Arjun Mehta, a resident of 312 Stadium 

Road, Bengaluru, write a letter to the Editor of Vox Populi expressing concern about the growing 

commercialization of sports, its impact on young athletes and sports culture, and offering 

recommendations to balance commercial interests with the development of local sports 

ecosystems. 
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SECTION – C : GRAMMAR (10 marks) 

Q.7 Complete the tasks (A) to (C), as directed: 

A.  Fill in the blanks using a suitable option given in brackets:     3x1=3 

 Had Munawar been a more responsible man, he (i) _________ (not divorce) by his wife. He has 

been going through a lot of stress since the separation. But he is a shy person. He (ii)__________ 

(might/shall/can/dare) consult a counsellor, though that’s somewhat unlikely. 

 Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option as someone’s anticipation to a guest’s arrival: 

 My second cousin along with her in-laws is coming to Raigarh; we are looking forward to 

(iii)_________ them next week. We bear a very cordial relation. 

 a. welcoming   b. see   c. met   d. be met 

B. Identify the error and write the correction in the given sentence from a sports journal. The 

first one has been done for you:         3x1=3 

No. Sentence Error Correction 

 Gundappa Vishwanath is the legend in Indian cricket. With the a 

i. an audacious and almost anachronism elegance, he   

ii. wove a tapestry in wristy artistry and intuitive flair. He, along   

iii. with Gavaskar, are responsible for the upliftment of Indian 

cricket. 

  

C.  Do as directed: 

(I) Report the following by completing the sentence correctly:     3x1=3 

 Sonal: Who is the most influential person in your life, sir? 

 Birsa: It’s my father. 

 Sonal: I heard that your father hails from a very humble family in the tribal areas of Jharkhand. 

 Birsa: He does. My father had not been to a reputed college, yet he made it to an administrative 

rank. 

 Sonal addressed Birsa as ‘sir’ and asked him who the most influential person in his life was. Birsa 

informed her that (i) __________________. Sonal tried to confirm that Birsa’s father (ii) 

__________________ to which Birsa responded in affirmative saying that his father had not 

been to a reputed college yet (iii) __________________. 

(II)  Rearrange the following jumbled words/phrases in the given dialogue to create a meaningful 

sentence:            1 

 Aditi: Do you know any instance of travelling inspiring an individual? 

 Nikhil: Yes, I do know about such a traveller. 

 Aditi:Tell me more about his experience! 

 Nikhil: a difficult road/ striving for a / a profound feeling/ better life, the/ sense of purpose and 

/young adventurer travelling / of hope/ felt a growing 
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SECTION – D : LITERATURE  (26 marks) 

Q8.  Read the given extracts and answer the questions briefly for ANY 2 of the extracts given here:

              4x2=8 

(A)  “But when the evening of his life was drawing in, he left his old ways and his life suddenly took a 

new turn. His only child, Miriam married and left him. She went off with a soldier into his 

regiment in the Punjab, and for the last five years he had no news of this daughter for whose 

sake alone he dragged along a cheerless existence. Now he understood the meaning of love and 

separation. He could no longer enjoy the sportsman's pleasure and laughter at the bewildered 

terror of the young partridges bereft of their parents.” 

 (i) Who is referred to as ‘he’?         1 

 (ii) What is the most likely tone of the narrator in the given extract?    1 

   (a) ironic (b) sympathetic (c) laconic  (d) idealistic 

 (iii) Identify the poetic device used in the phrase ‘a cheerless existence’?   1 

 (iv) Which word in the extract means the same as ‘puzzled’?     1 

(B) “Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown,  

 And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command, 

 Tell that its sculptor well those passions read 

 Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things,  

 The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed;” 

 (i) What suggested that Ozymandias was a dominating ruler?      1 

   (a) his wrinkled lip   (b) his sneer 

   (c) his wrinkled visage  (d) his shattered face.  

 (ii) What does the statue of Ozymandias tell about the sculptor?    1 

 (iii) The ‘hand that mocked….'What do you reckon about the tone of the poet toward the king? 

   a) alluring  (b) condescending   (c) celebratory    (d) indifferent    1 

 (iv) ‘Which yet survive…….’ What is 'which' in the extract?      1 

(C) MRS. SLATER : I always fancy, 'A loving husband, a kind father, and a faithful friend'. 

 BEN : (doubtfully) Do you think that's right?  

 HENRY: I don't think it matters whether it's right or not.  

 MRS. JORDAN : No, it's more for the look of the thing.  

 HENRY: I saw a verse in the Evening News yesterday. Proper poetry it was- it rhymed. (He gets 

the paper and reads.) 'Despised and forgotten by some you may be, But the spot that contains 

you is sacred to we. 

 MRS. JORDAN : That'll never do. You don't say 'scared to we'.  

 HENRY: It's in the paper.  

 MRS. SLATER : You wouldn't say it if you were speaking properly, but it's different in poetry. 

 HENRY: Poetic license, you know. 
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 MRS. JORDAN : No, that'll never do. We want a verse that says how much we loved him and 

refers to all his good qualities and says what a heavy loss we've had. 

 MRS. SLATER : You want a whole poem. That'll cost a good lot. 

 MRS. JORDAN : Well, we'll think about it after tea, and then we'll look through his bits of things 

and make a list of them. There's all the furniture in his room. 

 (i) What is the topic of discussion here?        1 

 (ii) How does Henry try to justify the poem?       1 

   (a) because of its archaic expression (b) the sincerity of the poem 

   (c) the use of poetic device   (d) the merit of the poetic persona  

 (iii) What opinion do you form of Mrs. Jondan when she quickly switches the subject to ‘tea’?   1 

 (iv) What does Mrs. Slater imply as costly in the context of the extract?   1 

Q9.  Answer ANY FIVE of the following seven questions in about 30-40 words each:  5x2=10 

i. What was the reason for the driver’s disapproval of the narrator buying fruit from the two boys? 

ii.  Comment upon the narrative structure of the poem Ozymandias. 

iii.  Describe in brief the sufferings of the two fathers projected in The Letter. 

iv.  How are the two sisters exposed in the play The Dear Departed?  

v.  How far is the nightingale responsible for its own peril? 

vi.  What is implied by Shakespeare when he mentions ‘till judgement’? 

Q10.  Answer ANY ONE of the following two questions in about 150 words:   1x8=8 

 “They alone live who live for others…” Elucidate the famous statement of Swami Vivekananda 

with reference to the story Two Gentleman of Verona.   

OR 

 In order to be a true artist, the only approval one needs is his/her own. How do the nightingale 

and Shakespeare exert their artistry? Illustrate with reference. 

 

 


