POWER SHARING
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Define the term civil war 7

=  The term civil war gimply refers to war within the country.

s It also means a violent conflick between different groups within the country and

their intensity looles like a war activity.

MName the three types of Government practised in Belgium. K]

(i} The contral government {ii) The state government (i) The community government.

How can you say that power sharing s a good way to ensure the stability of

political order 7 L]

Saeial conflict leads to vinlence and political instability, On the other hand, power sharing

leads to mutual understanding, adjustment quality and social harmony. Power sharing

leads to mutual benefit of all communities and thus ensures political etability.

Name the concept used/practised in Sri Lanka for Power Sharing, [K& U]

Majoritariamism.

When did Sri Lanka goet independence 7 [K & 1]

Sri Lanka got independence in 1948,

Give reasons why the Sri Lankan government adopted Majoritarian policy.
LK & L7]

When Sri Lankas got independence in 1948, the leaders of Sinhala community wanted to

secure dominance of government by virtue of their majority. Therefore, to establizh

Sinhala supremacy they adopted Majoritarian palicy.

Which Act favoured Sinhals community and disregarded Tamil community in

Sri Lanks 7 K & LN

The Sri Lankan government passed an Act in 1956 which recognised Sinhala as the

only afficial language.

By the Preference policy, the government favoured Sinhala applicants for government
joha and university positiona.

3 MARKS
0.1, How is a community governmaont elected ¥ Mention its power. [y
Ans, The community government is elected by people belonging to one language community,

i.e., the Duteh, French and Gorman speaking people. It does not matter in which region
they live,

The power of community government encompasses cultural, educational and language-
related issues.
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Is power sharing desirable 7 Support your answer. [Er]
L

Why is power sharing desirable ?

Yes. power sharing is desirable because of the fallowing ressons
{t] Power sharing helps to reduce the possibility of conflict/war between social Eroups,
(i) It ensures political atability.

(e} 1t reduces violence and linguistic problems,

(i} 1t also ensures political, economic, social and cultural stability of a nation,

(v} Power sharing is the basic spirit of democracy.

INCERT)

“Power sharing is the very spirit of democracy.” Do you agree with this
statemont ? Give reasons for your answer., [4]
Yes, Power sharing is the very spirit of democracy.

Reasons -

(] Demncracy is simply the peeple’s government. A democratic rule involves sharing
of power between various communities based on language, religion, culture, ete.
(if) People have a right 1o be informed and consulted, It means they want te know how
they are governed.
(i) A democratic government is legitimate, aceountable and respensive,
Explain how power sharing consists of both prudential and moral reasons ¥
. [NCERT, IN
Prudential reasons are based on careful caleulation of gaine and losses,
For example, power sharing is good because it helps to reduce {ar} prevent the conflict
betwien social Eroups, It laye stress on outcome of democracy. Moral reason is based on
why power eharing is good for democracies (which is right or wrong 7)
For example, power sharing leads to legitimate and responsible government., i
emphasises values of democracy,
“Power is shared among different organs of government.” Explain. (7]
O
“This arrangement is called a system of checks and balances.” Which
arrangement it refers to 7 Explain. [HOTE]
(i} In & democratic government there are three main organs, namely are Legislature,
Executive and Judiciary,
(ii) When power is shared among these organs, it is called as “horizontal division of
power”, It is because all the organs are placed at the same lavel,
(i) It ensures {or) enables no organ can exerciss unlimited power,
() Each organ has the power to check the other and it is called as a syatem of checks
and balancas,
For example, Miniaters and Government Officials are responsible to the parliameni.
Judges of High Courls and Supreme Couri are appointed by the Executive but they can
check the functions of Executives. .
“Power is shared among different levels of government.” Explaim. [E7]
Or
Power sharing in a federal system is called as ‘vertical division of power’,
Explain.
In a country there are two of more than two the povernments at various levels like

ceniral government for the entire country or regional (state/provineial) povernment at
the next level,
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In India, we lollow a three tier system such as the centre, state and village (Panchayat
and the Municipality) government and power sharing hetwesn them varies from each
other,

The power decresses from the contrel to state and other levels. This kind of power

sharing also called as “vertical division of power”,

“Power is shared among different social groups.” Explain this statement with

an example. [A]

O
“Community government” is a special feature in Belgiom. Comment. [HOTS]
(£) In a Community Government power is shared among different social groups such
ae religious or linguistic groups.

i) Belgium 1s a good example of community government where the Duich and French
communities agreed on equal power sharing based on their languages.

iiii) The French speaking paople accepted aqual representation in Brussals (the capital)
and Dutch-speaking community has accepted equal representation in the central
govornment in the rost of the country,

“Power sharing arrangements can be seen in the form of political parties,

pressure groups and movement.” Comment. [4]

* In contemporary demoeracies power sharing takes place in the form of competition
ameng different pariies.

* This system ensures power will not be in one hand add in the long run power is
ghared among different political parties,

v A coalition government like UPA (United Progreesive Alliance) clearly ehows the
participation of many palitical parties. '

* Interest groups such as traders, businesamen, mdustrialisis, fa rbers, workers, are
also seen in & democracy sharing power through their com |:':1itt-l.x.@-::l_,,ﬂrlinnEam ate.

* They alse influence the geve, directly o indirectly in the decision making process,
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“2ri Lanks has a diverse population”. Explain. fA]

*  Like other nations in South Asia, 511 Lanka has a diverse population.

*  There are tws main social groups based on their lanpuages fike Sinhala and Tamil.

* Sinhalas are the magority group of sbsut 74 per cent and the Tamils constitute 18
por cent of the telal population,

* Hinhalas are majority community and follow Majoritarianiam policy.

There are fwo sub=groups among Tamils majority, the 56 Lankan Tamilzs {Tamil Natives

of the country) and Indian Tamils {whose forefathers came to Sri Lanka during British

colonial period as plantation workers.)

*  Most of the Sinhalas follow Buddhism and the Tamils are Hindus or Muslims.

+  Apart from this, there are about 7 per cent Christians who are both Tamils and
Zinhalas.

Wrile o short note on Sri Lankan Tamils and their struggle.

Or
What steps were taken by the Sri Lankan Tamils in demanding power sharing
in Sri Lanka 7

IK & 11
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The 511 Lankan government adopted the policy of Majoritarianiam and discourageg
the demands of the Tamils,

Againsl the dominance of Sinhalas, the Tamils lnunched pelitical parties,
organisations and military groups (like LTTE).

They launched atruggles for the recognition of Tamil as an official language.

The Tamila demand regional autonomy, equality of opportunity in education angd
government johs,

Saveral politice] partiea were formed in 19808 and demanded an independent staie
callod Tamil Eelam.

@Q.3. The Belgian leaders took a different path in accommedating cultures with
reference to power sharing. Comment. [4]

Ana.

* The Belgian leaders recognised the sxistence of regional differences and cultural
diversities.

* They wanted to ensure that everyone should live together peacefully,

* Between 1870 and 1993, the Belgian leaders amended the constitution to bring the
ar-called “Belgian model”, which is innovative and different from that of other
countries.

* The constitution states that the number of Dutch and French-speaking ministers
ghall be equal in the central government.

* Many powers of central government have been given to state governments of the
twa regione of the country.

* The capital Brussels has a separate government in which both communities have
equal representation,

* The power is shared among different social proupe and thus it iz called as “community
government” in Belgium.

4. What do you know about “Belgian model” ¥ Do you think it is good for
demoeracy 7 Support your answer with examples. IK & A]

Ans.

* Belgion model of government refers to "community Government” which is different
from that of sther countries.

* The main idea behind the Belgian model is to accommodate different religious and
cultural groups into a single community and to share equality power,

* The eonstitution clearly prescribes that the number of Dutch and French spesking
minkaters shall be equal in the central Government,

* Mo single community can take decizions on their own and some special laws were to
be fnllowed.

* The state government 15 not subordinate to the central govermment beeouse many
powers of the eentral government have beon given to the state.

* The French speaking people accepted equal representation and the Dutch speaking
community in the central government,

.5, “Theidea ol power shoring has emerged in opposition to the notions of undivided
political power."” Explain the statement with examples. |HOTS]

Ans.

» Power sharing is the very spirit of democracy. Democracy means government run
by the people. Political parties with agreed policies and programmes for the collective
good of the society are formaed.

* Im earlier times it was believed that all power of B government must reside in one

porson or group of persons of & place.

# It i alzo believed that when power 15 dispersed, a decision can not be taken quickly,
* One of the basic principles of democracy is that people are the source of political

POWET.

= A pood democratic government always considers diverse groups and their views to

make a bettor society. Thus political power should be distriboted ameng as many
citizens as poasible.

().6. Analyse the measures which gradually increased the feeling of alicnation
among the Sri Lankan Tamils. (Al

* The Sri Lankan government passed an Act in 1956 which recognised Sinhala as the
only official lanpuags.

* The preferential policy faveured Sinhala applicants for government jobs and
university positions,

¢ A new Constitution mentioned that the state shall protect and promote Buddhism.

# All the sbove factors gradually ereated the feeling of alienation among the Sri Lankan
Tamils.



